Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



600101949U 




Or, A CHRISTIAN andSOBER 

T ESTI MO.NY 

AGAINST 

Sinful! Complyancc. 

WHEREIN, J 

The Unlawfuloefs of Hearing the prefent Miniftcrs 
of England , is clearly (Jemortftraced. Severall 
weighty Queries propofed ; ObjeEi'wis impartial^ 
weighed in the Ballance of the Sandtiiaryj and 
found watiting. 

\ 

By Chrifiaphilm tyfmchriflomachnsy a Mourncf in 5i9«, waiting 
for the day of her Salvation, and coming of. her King. 
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Rev. 14. p, 10, II. If any ma» w$rjhip the Be^^ and hu Image^ and 
receive his Mark ^*» ^*^ forehead^' or in his hand ; the fame jhaU drinks 
of the wine ef the Wrath of ^ody which is poUfred out without mixture^ - 
into the CHp of his Indignation^ and he fhall be tormented with fire and 
h-imjlone inthe frcfence of the holy Angels^ and in the frefence of the 
Lamb^ And the fmoks of their torment afcended up for ever and ever; 
and they have no reft day nor night ^who werjhip thi teaft and his Imagi^ 
and whofoever receiveth the Marl^ofhis Name, , . 

Afts 2. 40. Save jour felvesfiom this untoward generation, 

John 10. 3. The Sheep hear his f^oice-^ y. j. and a flranger they wiil . 
not follow. 

I Joh.4,y • They are ofths world^ therefore fpeak^ they of the world ^ and' 
the world hears th^m. 

Panted fox the Author /itkiVvtX^^^ il66\. 

/3o. ^. V-iT 
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To the Reader, 
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Candid Reader, 
Y *r TT •▼£ urtf n/iw^y? ^f rAf eni df thefe Tap€r^C§HtifiSf . which . 
% / \ / ^'^ ^^^ freMching their ovrnFMneraL 'Tis in Mother way 
^/ \ thMt Jehovah will fhmrtlj appear ( f$r he hath already 

fent his Harbingers befere him ) t^ ceteviace the world^ 
and werldlj Chnrch of their H^iekedne^^and Adulteries^ whereby they pre^ 
voks the pare eyes of hisgl^y. Fer beheld^ the Lard eometh with Firty 
4ttU With bis Chariets likf a ivhirle wind^ to render his Anger with Fnry^ 
and his Ribtdts with flames of fire \ For by Fire, and by Svrord, wilt 
the Lord plead mth all flem,and the (lain of the Lord fhall be many. 
Happy artthm^ if in the number of thofe thatfhM be able t$ live^ when 
the Lard dath this^ Alas! Who may abide the day of his coming ? 
and who jhaU fiand when he appeareth t Men (as men) will be at their witt 
•endsy when they behold the Earth to reel to and fra^ like a drunkgn man^ 
( its foundatious being out of eourfe ) the Mountains to Smoake^ and the 
Hills to melt away^ tecanfeof the terriblenefs of his Anger : The Kings . 
of the Earth ( who now ( eu Pharoah of old ) are with delight drinking 
the blood of the Saint s^ as fweet IViney and refufe to let them j^o^ from 
under their bonds to Sacrifice to the Lordy according to his appointment) 
and the Great men, and the Rich men, and the Chief Captains, and 
the Mighty men, and every Bond-man, and evet'y Free-man, ypiA 
then hide themfelves in the Dens,and in the Rockidftbe^lountains, 
and cry to them, to fall upon them, and hide theHi, ftom ttie Wrath 
of the Lamb. The darf of whofe JVrath is ready tofpring forth ( though 
the wicked world think, notfo) all thji figns of the • near approach thereof^ 
are already vifihly fulJUled. ffiiat fVarSy and rumors of fFarsf {Nation 
fighting againft Nation ) what fir ange Signes in the Heavens y and in the 
Earthy with mat Earth-^t/ual^s in many place i f what afpirit of Pcrfe** 
cution and Offence^ ( Brother even betraying Brother to death ) what de- 
clenHon^ and decaies of love to Jefm Chrifi, am9ngft net onhaprofoffmgy 
but an onccy Zealous profejfing ^eopUy do we dally feCy and near off hsw 
doth Iniquity abound f fo that the fVorUs fields are even white unto the 
harvefi : the f^oice of the Daughter ^/Sion is louder than than ever^cr^- 

A a -^^1. 
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^ 4.7 

j/y; tfn^ My fle/h md my bIood> be upon the Daughter of Babylon ; 

thefoHlsmdertheAkarareffroMlng^ H6vvlong>0 Lord God, Holy 
and Tme^ m\\ it be ere thou arengc'our blood upof tbem that dwell 
on the Earth ? ani wlSthe Lard refrain himfetf^and (hnt out the Prayers 
•/ his Prifoners of Hope ? I tell joh n^oi'^hut as a Lion^ and as a joung Lion 
roaring on his preyy vehen a mHltitude of Shepherds is called f^th againji 
him*^ he vili not he affraid of their voice ^ norahafe himfelffor the noife 
ofehem-: fo jhall tht Lord of Hofis come dovfny to fight for Meant Siop^ 
and for the- HiU^hereof ; Vtterlj to dethrone the AntichrijUaji Beafly And 
ff'hor^^ who have made themfelves drunk wth the blood of the Saints 
( for which he wiU make them drunkj^ith blood {even their own blood ) for 
tpej are worthy) and to caufe his poor opprejfed ontSy to inherit the Throne 
of Gl&ry^ in defpite of their Opprejfors I Reader, whoever thou art^ into 
t^hofe bandihis little Trail may come^ I cannot but crave thy flay ^ out of 
pertleve^ to ^akjtfew things to thee in the Portal, Ifthoff art one thaP 
area ScornoTy Dertdefj Perfecutor of the Saints ( under what denomina^ 
tion foever ) if thou art glad in thy heart ( as was wickfd Edom and Ty- 
fiis of old) at the fufferings of the People of the Lord^yea 'if thou art but 
4<ivilizkdprfony or a meer outjidt Profejfory without any acquaintance 
with the work^ of Regeneration upon thy fpirity and the Power j and My ^ 
fiery of Chriftianityy and Godlinefs'^ whatever thy enjoyment Sj comfort Sy 
hopes y or confidences be y kltow of a certainty y that this day of the Lord'' s. 
fVrathy willfweep them away ally and thou wilt utterly perifh in the flames, 
of his Indignation. Oh then thou wilt cry out y IFool accounted their 
lifemadncfs, and thcii end to be without honour, but now they arc 
numbrcd among the Children of God> and crowned with glory; 
but I am caft out to* be tormented, millions of millions of ages : O 
that I could prevail with thecj ferloufiy to confiderof thy fiat Cy ( art thou 
able to meety and contend with the Moft High}-) to proceed no further in 
r.ebelUony treafuring uf wrath agalnft the day of wrathy and the revela* 
tion^f the righteous Jud^ent of ^od. Ofllng away thy IVoapjonSy kifs 
the Sory that he be not angry with thecy and thou perifh in. the way I Con- 
tent not thy f elf y in being^c counted a Chriftiany that thou haji efcaped the 
pollutions of the PVorldy nor in the per for mane erof [ome deady formaly fap* 
lejs and fpiritlefs fervice to the Lordy which profit eth nothing : Get an In^ 
ttreftinChrifty freely tendred intheGofpely deephumillattonforthy for^ 
nier iniquitieSy a fpirit of Grace and SuppUcationy inward Purity otid 
Heart-ufrightnefsy or perijh for eu'er,. Oh fee that thou hafi Oyl in thy 

veffel^ 
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'/if^h ^ rPtSasU thrlampf 9r thou wiU-npt be Me h diyeS wkh devete^ 
ijfjfft-f , ani everlmiftjthtrmHfs! Jf tbot^ifih a^Cbitd of )Uj[hu in* 



deed begotten of pi^.Lord^ac^min$edjaiid;hoMingcommHm^n mthhim 
in his Ivory- PalUccs • Q vi^hat catife hafi thoti to tryumphin (jMyfir his 
wonderfnlj wonderful Grace to thee ! O how fhould'ft then love him ? 
how fhoMfl thoH fraife him ? with what eagerntfs fhonldcfl than be frofe^ 
eutinq the concerns of his Glprj ? how tenderly (hofild'Ji tffoti be amBeJb 
withiis dijhonour ? ho)» full of^ SHpflications and heartrgrpansforhni^to 
etrife thoroH^lj to fledi.his Caufe ? how ready to fell all for his Glories 
fake J and follow him whit her foever he goes f O take heed of giving way 
to afpirit of flnmber ( the temptation of this day of the Bridegrooms tarri^ 
anceydonotfayacinfediracjfj with thgfe that fay a coKfedtracy^ ^g^}^/^ 
the Lord; receive not thelAztk of the Beojfii^thy foreheady or hand: 
Keep thysyit^inity^in refpeS of fVor[hip,thatthoftmayefibe fo^ndwithoni ^ 
fattlt before the Throne of the Lamb: Hold fafi thy beginning- confi- 
dence^ that hath fo great a recompence of reward: 'tis but avery little 
while y and thy God will come rvithf^engeancey even God with a JRecom*' 
pencoy^he. win come and fave thee. Stand fa/ly and.k<sep thy ^'onnd^^with" 
in afmallmement thoHJhalt^be fingingy Ttip Winter is patt,th^*Rai.n iil 
over and gone — Keep faithful to God^and while thou. art itithe'ji^ftdef^ 
nej^thoujhalt not be without thy fprings of living fVatery hewilL^eak, 
comfortably to thy hearty and give thee thy l^inyards from he nee y and the 
Valley of Achor for a doojp of Hope ; and he will bring thee fa fe {yea the 
right way) to Canaan, where thou fhalrfce thy King in his beauty y hunger 
no morey neither thirfi any morCy nither fhaH the Sun tight on thecy nor 
any heaty for the Lamb which u in the midfl of the Throne fhall feed thee ^ 
and /hall lead thee unto living Fonntalns offVaterSy and^od fhall wipe away 
all Tears from thy eyes. O hleffed DaylO royal State ! do not your hearts 
fing under the thought of it ? who would refufe ( if the Lord would flreng^ 
then him) tofwim through a Sea of blood (though his own blood ) to follow 
JESUS who will ajfuredly crown my with its Enjoyment ? If thou art one 
who ( through the power of Temptation ) art turned ajide by the Flock, of 
the Companions y and art worjhipping with the Nations y waiting at the 
fo^s of an Antichriflian Miniftry for teachingSyl doaffure thee my bowels 
are troubled for theCyand with a Pen dipt in my own Tears could I write to 
thee. O why -wilt thou forfakjs the Fountain of Living Wateis,/tfr bro- 
ken Citterns that will hold no water f wilt tkoH change thy glory for that 

which win not profit i Is it becaufe there is not bread enough in thy Fathers 

\s)i^^ 



\ 



V « ; 



*A««i/f, that xbougoefi ft beggingto the doers of firdHgirsi Isltnothingte 
thci to cuft coniemftufontht fmrg InftitmiMs of Cbrifi^ to jrovok§ the 
Lord U fcniUanne^ int^thjftmt ? Is it afimilt matter to be an occafion cf 
jrlefj and jiHmbHng te thy Brethren^ to fonr eontemft ufon the Offices^ 
fViJdom andFaithftUne^ of Chrifi^ to harden ferfons in a falfe way of wer-^ 
^Iffing ofGodyto their eternal ruineytodifohej the Heavenly Voice ^calUng 
dUnd to thee 9 to come from the Lions dens, and m^ntains of the Leopards^ 
to come oat of Btby Ion > O arife^ depart hence^ this is not year refiy it.u 
foliated, haften thine efcape^be llks the Hc-Gott before the Flacks^in'thy 
retreat from the Tents of thefeVtHc-norfhippcTSj left being partaker of 
their fin y thou receiveft of their tlaguesy that are even ready to be poured 
forth! lyho knows but this may be the laft fVarning thoa mayeft have from 
God f I could eajily expatiate ( for great is mj pity towards thee ) were I 
not [enjible how far I have already exceeded tie limits of an Epifilcy to fo 



[mall a Treatifoy which I willingly fubmit to thy cenfure ( through the im^- - 
fortunity of many judiciom Chriftians ) with this requeft "^^at thou 
readc it mth ferioufnefs and impartiality. It hath m .tmes been 




)o accounts it his glory to be 

A Servant to the weakeft of the Lord's Lambs, 
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MAPTUPION XI^ISTFANON: 

a R, 

A Chfijtian and Sober TeBimony againfi 

Sinful Comply dnceJ. 



The Preface to theenfmg Difcourfe^ 

BEin^ to treat of one .part of the mftitutcd Worfliip of Ghrlft^ 
under the Gofpel, with refpcd unto the duty incumbent upon 
the Saints, in order thereunto, it may feem to any indifferent 
perfoo, but a reafonabie Fofiulmnm in the prefent Enquiry^ 
that the v^ple thereof be divolved upon the Scriptures of the New^ 
Tcftamcpit.i and, thofe Royal Law', that Chrifr { ^p ajonc King and 
laW-giver of his Ghurch; hath given forth for Saints under the New- 
Teftamcnt-DiCpenfation to walk by, until they anive unto a perfcft 
nun> unto themeafure of the flatureof the fulnef^ of Chrift, Eph.4. 
i'3. not perplexing our felvcs, nor the confcienccs of any, with the 
judgroentsof men in generations paft,(whcrein they cannot aquicfce, 
though to take off the prejudices of fornc againft Tmtfi, upon the ac- 
count of its fecmirig novelty^ we may here and there ,nunifcft their 
harmony with us, in the main Principles of theenfaing Structure) 
0or what was (or may be fuppofed to be) permitted, unto th^ Stints, 
before the tijcne of Kcfoifoation,. whil(l the worldly San^uary was 
yet ftanding,,the earnarOrdinances appertaininj thercuntoiin being, 
at leaft- by the Providence of God, not fully diiiolval, as afterward, 
both it and they were, being buried in the aflbes and ruines of that 
Temple, to which they were infeparably annext. Yet, inafmuch, as 
fome beams of Li^t may be communicated unto the prefent Enqui* 
ry, by a retrofpedion into the ftate of cbings^ inthc timcof the old 
Law, it (hall not be grievous to us, (nor will it be altogether unpro^ 
fitable to the Reader) bxiefly Ui lemaikj fo far as may concern the 

matter 



mitterln hind, the ftate and mmagement of affairs, under that 
C>#ri»«.-My and Dilpenfacion. Not to mention the Adminiftration of 
hv^Iy things in ci\e' timp qf the 'Mte^Deli^m Fithers, not the gene- 
til Ajx^llicy from the pure waye« of God, in the daycs of Setbj 
( when according to their duty the faithful Remnant ( the Sons of 
i iovi > feparitcd from, the vyicked ( or the (laughters of mqn ) . and fo- 
t^nnly Yoyned fhj^rn^lmtoseth^i^t^^ ip his 

h^\\ An>oi'n(ments, c/m. 4. 2<5L) Let u^ ti^e a brief vievr of things, 
mth relation untQ'xhb'ff^l(:^^dt''iQ&>l, a^ei the ^giving of Mofefs 
liw^when a Standard was fet up for them to repair unto, and they be- 
came ( being gathered into one ) as aCity on an Hill, confpicuous 

V\\[\ the A, tWit tlt5Lbfd"give uftco the People of the Jews ( whom 
he had chofcn out of all the Nations of the World, to be a People 
near to him, his^beculiar treafurb above them all) Statutes ancCUtr 
*dinanccs to walk by, both with relation to^Civils and EcclcfiaftidC5> 
which they ffcre indifpenfibly bound to conform to, without adding 
to,or detrafting therefrom :That the management of all their affairs 
was fingly to be bbttom'd upon, ' and conform to, rhcfc Statutes and 
Judgments, is very frequently aflertedin Scripture, Exod.i^y i. 
/.rt/. 18.4; and 19. 37. and a©. 22. and2y, 18. znd26. i^;'4J. 
Dfi^r.4.i,5,8.and j.i, and /.xi. and 11. 1,32. and 12^1. and2<J. 
i<^, and 30. 1^, ^Chron.i^. 12. and 28. 7. PfaL 8p. 30. £;crt^. 
5. 6. znd $6. 27. Dan. p. ^. 

2ly, That perfon^were appointed by the Lord, to be chofcn by 
the Congregation, - for the puDlick adminiftration of Ordinances and 
Worfliip, cannot be denied : Thus were the Livites, Exod. 1^.2^ 
12, 13. and 22. 29. Nfitnb.i. 12, called thcreforethe JVave^Ojfcr^ 
ing of the Children of Ifrael^ Ntimi.i. 9, 10, 11. becaufe given up 
by them to the Lord as their Offering, by folemn Ordination and Im- 
pofidon of hands, 

r 3ly. Thatperfons thus invefted into the Office of Priefthood were 
not left to the liberty of theii own wills, nor had they any dcpen- 
dance upon thrWill or Authority of the fons of men ( one, or other 
of them ) either in refpcft of the matter or manner of their Wor- 
fhip,the whole whereof was purely of Sovereign In(titirtion,and Di- 
vine Appointment, Exod. 25. p, 40. Nnmh. 8.5*. Heh.%. y. i Chron. 
28.11. Exod.%. 27. Lev.io. i; Ex9i.^9, Xjj, 7, 2x, 2tf, jr, 43. 

and 



And 40. 23, 2^, 27, 29. Levlt.Z.9i ^3%^7f^h^9^ N^mb^Zj^^ 
£;tr^.3j.ipj2p. & 3<^.i»5. //i.2p. 13. - 

Fourthly, That this Church, guhcrcd by thcLor4 and wonder- 
fully fcparatcd from the reft of the world ( though they had him near 
ler to them than any people^had his Law made known amongft them) 
did notwithftanding quicMy depart from his pure Inftitutions, ming- 
ling therewith the Inventions of men, and Cuftoms of the Nations 
(after which they went a whoring) is frequently remarked in the Scri- 
f ture : Of this the Lord fore|y complains, Dcm, 32. x8. Jer. 2. 32. 
and 13.25. and rS^iy. and 23. 27. H^/. 4. <J. and 8. X4. and 
13. d. zChron. 13. 10. Ifa. i, 4, Jcr,. 1. 16. and 2. 17, ip, and 9. 
13. and 15. ^- Dekt. 29 2$. i j^„gs n. 33. and 18. 18. and 19. 
10. z Khgs 2z^'\7 . Ez^ra. 9 . idT tor this he feverely threatens and 
puniflieth tfaem,i?tf/*r. 29. 2j. Jadg. 10. xo. i Sam. 12. 10. 2,Chron. 
. 12,5. and24.2o-/and 34.2j.ytfr. 16. n. and 19.4- the very truth 
is, the Comefts of God with that People from firft to laft, are to be 
bottomed upon this foot of account. 
Fifthly, That notwithftanding their dreadful Apoftacy from God, 
^ they were ufually confident. That they were the only People^ Had 
^ not forfaken the Lord,nor done any evil, and could not bear the Pro- 
' phecies and Rebukes of theProphets and Servants of the Lord againft 
their abominations : Whom they petfecuted and put to death ( as at 
laft they did the Prince of Life and Glory ) for no other caufcj but 
for telling them the truth, and bearing teftimony againft their Inno- 
yations^and Apoftacy from God (the ufual practice of perfons dege- 
nerated from the Way and Spirit of the Lord)A/4/.x.<J, Jer.y.^.Luks 
^.i.JohnS.^9.Matth.^. 12. A£l. 7. f2. 

Sixthly, That they had all along their corruption in Worrtiip, and 
-degeneracy from the pure Wayes of God, falfc Prophets, ( who 
ran before they were fent, prophefying fmooth things to them in the 
Name of the Lord , feeing lying vanities for them, according to the 
defires of the hearts of them and their Rulers, who were therefore in 
greateftcemamongftthem)//4,9*i5.& 28.7.Jtfr.<^.i3.& 23.11,28. 
& 28.io.H(?/. 9.8. J^r.2. 8,26. & 5.31. & 14.14. & 23.13,21. 
Sz^k. 13.3. &22.2y, 28^ Mic.^^^y6^7, ZfpA.3.4.2/Vr.2. 1. 

Seventhly, That in the height of their Apoflacy, God left not 
himfelf without a Witncfs, having one or other extraordinarily rai- 
fed up and fpirited by him,to tcftine for his Name and Glory,againR 

B all 
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t#^etr Atemlflitioiir and ' fciainvented Worihip, refcrving alfo t 
Remnant unto himfclf, that were not carried afray with the fpirit of 
Whoredoms and Delufions, \. Kings 19. 14, i8, z Kings 17. 13. 
Rom. II. J, 4. Jer. 18. 11. and 25. y . & jy. xy. 

Eighthly, That it waa the (v^ of that People, to hearken unto the 
teachings of fuch as were not fent by the Lord ( though they preten- I 
ded never fo much to be fent by him ) and the unqueflionable duty 
of the Lord's peifevering Remnant, to feparatc from them, as 
tlfo from all thefalfc, felf-devifed Worftiippf that day,tliough com- 
manded by dieir Kings and Rulers, 2 Kings 17. 21, 2a. Hof. y. 1 1, 
The former is evident, fuch Piophets were to be cut off from the 
midftof them> £>^l^^I8.2o. and they are exprefly forbidden to hear 
thcm>I>^i«. 13. 3. Jsr.2^. 9y^^. So is the latter, their devifed 
Worship being a breach upon the Sovereign Authority of God,muft 
needsbeagreivousiin, as the names of Aiulterj^ m^aredamy Idola^ 
trjy Fornication^ by which the Spirit of the Lord doth frequently fct 
it forth,abundantly dcmonftiates • PfaL 73.^7. Ifa. y/. 5, 8. Jcr. p. 
2. £«4? *3«4J'. ^fA 3' 7. and 7. 3. Lev. 20.y. Jirr. 13. 27. Ez^ekj.. 
16. 17^ 20, 30. Hof. 1.2. Rf^. 14.8. & i8,p,tj>,2o. which without 
controverfie, the People of God were tofeparate from, and have no 
communion with any in, upon what pretence foever : Which is fo. 
lemnly charged upon them as their duty in the Scripture, Hof. 4. ly. 
jimos y. y. Prtrj/. 4. 14. and y. 8. C^^r. 4. 8. 

What may rationally bs inferred from ihefe Pofitions, fo evidently 
comprized in the Scripture, and by way of analogie at leaft, be ar- 
gued from them, is evident to any ordinary undcrftanding ; for our 
parts being refolvcd (as was faid) to try out tbe matter in controvefie, 
from fuch Rules and Soveraign Inftitutions, as our dear Lord hath 
left his New-Teftament Churches to walk by, we (hall not ftand to 
make that improvement of them,as elfe otherwife we might : A few 
Queries upon the whole that hath been offered, (hall put a clofe to " 
this Preface. 

♦ I. Whether fince the Jfotomicy or Unchurching the Nation of the 
■ J#H^i,the Lord hath ever fince fo efpoufed a Nation or People to him- 
iclf, as that upon the account thereof, the whole body of that Peo- 
ple or Nation may be accounted his Church ? whether there be any 
NAt tonal Chnrfh under the Oeconomie of the Gofpel ? if fo,let it be 
i^ewed when^and where it was inftitutedyby the Lord $ what is pro« 

duced 
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duced by fome to ^bis purpcfe, \% (but upob a flight vie vir thereof: 
of no moinent,ic is 1/4.4.9.21. Kings fhnU be your ^rfing^fathtrsjiri. 
which Prophecy waits the time of its accotnpliflitncnc; ditherto, both 
before and fincc the life oiAntichrifl (being made drunk by the whms 
intoxicating-cup) they have been, for the moft pair, cruel Butcberert 
of the Saints : and were fit under ics accomplifhinenty a National 
•Church would be far enough from being its refult. Of t Nations ie^ * 
hg horn at once^ we fliill not fure hear pleaded in this matter^ it be- 
ing a Prophecy exprefly relating to the Jews^ and their miraculouf 
Converlion : if there be no fuch thing as a National Church of the 
Inftitution of Chrift, as moft certain it is there is not ( the Aflertion 
whereof is wholly deftruftiyc of GofpeUAdminiftrations) Then, 

2. Whether National Mimfters are the Minifters of Chrifi^ or whe- 
ther there can be a true tMiniftry in a falfo Churchy as a Nationaf- 
Church muft be, if not of Divine Inftitution, upon what pretence 
foever it be fo denominated ? 

3. Wh^er God doth not bear as much love to, and exercife u 
much faithfnlnefs over, his New-Teftament-Churches, as over the 
National-Church of the Jwi ? Iffo, Then, 

4. Whether he hath not ( as of old he did> with reference unto the 
then Church) determined the whole of the Worihip,appertaining uq«* 
to them, to whofe Inftitutions, without any humane additions, its the 
^uty of fouls foley to conform? Yea, 

5. Whether he hath not now ( as then) deftgned the feveial Oflli- 
cers, and OfHceSi his Wifdom thought fufiicient for the management 
of the affairs of his Houfe, fothat the invention ofnew ones by the 
fons of men, is not only needlefs, but a daring advance ag^inftthe 
Soveraignty, Care and Wifdom of God over his Churches ? 

. 6. Whether the Priviledges of Saints, be not every way as great 
and extenftve under theGofpei, as thofe under the Law ? iffo, thea 
Whether the folemn deputation of men, iignally pointed out by the 
Lord, for the adminiftration of holy things in his Houfe, by the Body 
of his Church, be not now (as then) their peculiar Piiviledge ? 

7. Whether any Church in the World ( we fpeak of a vifiblc, in- 
ftituted Church ) hath greater fccurity apainft Apoftacy from God, 
and that fore Judgment of having its Candleftick removed ( and be- 
ing unchurched) than that People of the Jew had? if nor, thcnwhc- 
rher,fuppo(ing a National Church to be of the Inftitution of Chrift, it 

B 2 may 



V *-• ; 



liay not fo come to pafs, that It may be fo over-fpread with corrup- 
tions, that it may lofe the EiTcnce of a Church, and juftly be difrobed 
of that appellation ? 

8. Whether the Ecclefiaftick and Spititual Rulers, Govcrnours^ 
tryi Officers of fuch a C^ollapfed Church, may not righteoufly, as of 
otd>^ accounted and efteemed asfalfe Prophets that go about to caufe 
tlic people to forget the Name of the Lord ( or his pure Worftiip) by 
their Lies (or unfcriptural Traditions,' Innovations,, and Ceremoni- 
ous Pageantries.) 

: p. Whether Separation from fuch a CoUafped Church,in rcfpeft 
of itsWorihip, MiniftersandMiniftry, be not only juQifiabte, bur, 
as of old,the duty of the Lord's faithful Remnant, that delire to wor-^ 
(hip him according to his Appointments ? Yea, 

xo^ Whether, fuppofing a Church (fo called) thus dreadfully, as 
aforefaid, departed from the pure Inftitutions of Chrift, never to be 
' according to Truth> a viiible inftituted Church of Chrift^ and the 
Lord's poor People living in the Nation, never by their free confenc 
Members thereof, as it is on the pretended Churches part,moft un^- 
hcard-of-Cruelty to compel them, fo it.be not on the part of the free- 
born Children of God, moft ftupendous folly, and difvaluation of the 
Inliitutions of Chrift, and ingratitude to God> for the Light and 
Liberty from the Yokes of men, received, imaginable, . to joyn affi- 
nity with it in Worfhip, or attend upon the felf-invented Miniftry 
that appertains thereunto ? Many more Q^eftions of the like nature 
and importance might untothefe be added. 

CHAP.!.. 

The great citre of . Souls in their Accedes to Goij jhoHli be to fdnSifie his 
Name. TUvine In^itutionto be heeded in the whole ofonrWorflyif. 

. The Qflejiionfropofed. That 'tie lawful to hear the prefent (JUinifiers 
of England, denied : one Argument fropofed to confideration. Nothing 
maybe fraHifed ininJUtuted fVorfhip^ but what is warranted by the 
Scripture : The Tefiimanles of the Ancients produced. That Hearing 
is part of inftituted fVorfhipy proved. 

THis is that which the Lord hath faid, / wiB bt fanSified in oBthat 
draw nigh me J and before aH the People vHB J be glorified : The great 

care of Saints^in matter of Worfhip, is to Oanftine the. Name of the 
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I^rd thetein : This is tte great thing that God looks at, the omiflioiv 

whereof he often fevefely-puniflass the children of men for: now 

in order hereunto, it's neceflary that in all pur approaches to God wc 

fee to the Inftitution of the Lord, both in refped of the matter and 

manner of Wor(hip,that it be according to Divine Prefcript, elfe we 

cannot fan^Sifie the Name of God therein,nor glorifie him before the. 

people. Hearing (as was (aid, and (hall beyond contradidion in its 

proper place be evinced ) is part of inftituted Worfliip, it therefoxe. 

more nearly concerns Saints than many arc aware of, to have their 

confciences refolvedfrom the Scriptures of God, in the matter under 

enquiry, Whether it. be lavvful for the Saints to hear the prcfent Mi- 

nifters of EtigUni ? 'Tis the Negative, we have received under our 

maintenance ; becaufc we are facisfied Chritt hath fo; To the proof 

whereof we now addrefs our felves . 

Argument i. 

That which there is no warrant for in the Scripture, being part of 
inftituted Worfliip,is not lawful for the Saints to praftifc : But there 
is no warrant in the Scripture for hearing the prefent Minifters or Eng^ 
lani ; and hearing is part of inftituted Worftiip. TherciFore. 

'Xh^ major (orfirft) Propofition is evident. 

1. From the nature of inftituted Woiiliip, which confiftsln thts^ 
that it be of Divine Revelation ; elfe whatever it is, it is not inftitu- 
ted Worftiip; 

2. From the Verdid of Chrift,wbo pronounces all the Worftiip of 
man tol^e vain anifrmtU^y and fo unlawful,, that is bottonx'd on any 
thing but Divine Revelaiion, Marker. 7. 

3. If it be lawful to conform to any one part of inftituted Worlhig 
Without warrant from Scripture, 'tisalfo lawful to conform to ario- 
ther, a third, the wholej which would baniflvrnftituted Worftiip out 
of the World. 

4. To affert that it is lawful to conform- to any part of inftituted 
Worftiip, without warrant from Scripture, reflets fadly upon the 
Wifdom and Faithfulnefs of Chrift; for either he was not wife enough 
to f orefee that fuch a part of Worftiip was, or would be requifite, or^ 
bad not faithfulnefs enough to reveal it, though the Scripture com- 
pares him to Moj^ts for faithfulnefs, who revealed the whole Will of 
God, to the making of a pin in the Tabernacle. 

6. It pours out conteaipt upon the Care of God over the New- 
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Tcftament Churches ( a« if it were left t6 thefc, then to the Church 
lindci the Lavr ) and the Oeconomie of the Gofpel, ai not to com* 
pleat as «bat of old, the whole of whofe VVorfhip, Orders and Or- 
dinances ( as was faid ) was bottoin*d upon pure Revelation. 

7. Ic carries with it a fad reflexion upon the Authority of the 
Scnpture/as not thorowly furniflied to make the man of God pcrfcft. 

"i. Tbe Lord condemns not only that which is done againft the 
Warrant and direftion of the Word, but alfo that which is done bo- 
fide ir, D^/^r. 4. 2. and 12. 32. A/^r. ij.pi Lrt/^io.i. (thcirfitv, 
lay not in this, that they oStitA ftrange fire which was forbidden,buc 
which God commanded thqm not ) Prov. 30. 6. Jer^f.z i. 

9. Of the fame mind with us in this matter are the renowned 
V Vitneffcs of Chiift in all ages ; generally all that write upon the 
fecond Commandment, fpeak fully hereunto. 

Cnrian (in his Epitt. to Cdcilifts de Sacram.) faycs roundly, Et q$ioi 
Chrijlmfilw^ &c. 1. e. that Chrift alone ought to be heard : we have 
the Father himfelf witnefling from Heaven, faying, This is my Ifelo^ 
ved Sfifty hear hlnh Wherefore if Chrift only be to be heard, we ought 
not to attend to what others did before us, but what he hath pre- 
fcribid. Bez^a (on Ph!l,i. i.) fayes, Epifcopos igitur^ &c* The 

Apoftle m? anctb by Bljhops^ fuch as were fet over others in the prea- 
ching the VVord, viz. Pafiorsy Teachers and Elders^ for fo were Bi- 
Aiops of old called, until he which for Polities fake, did preiide in 
the Aflembly, began peculiarly to be caH'd Bifhop : hereof the Devil 
began to lay the firft foundation of Tyranny in the Church of God : 
Behold (faycs he) of hew great moment it is to decline from the fVord of 
Cody though tut an hairs breadth. So he. To whom may be added 

the Tcftimony of that lively Witneff 
f /« 4 Trafijlatlon of the Neff^ of Chrift Martin Luther\yffho fayej, 
Teftamentin Edward the 6ths on iPet. 4. ir. To the Office of prea^ 
.tlme^ the Author of the Notes chlngythat properly belongs^ which the 
on Matth . i j . faithyGod will" Apoftle Peter prefcrihethyVxz.Huto whom^ 
not be worftiipped after the foever the vocation and charge ofPrea^ 
doftrine 8c precepts of men, ching the fVord is adottedj let him fpeak, 
but as he himfelf hath pre- as the Pf^ords of God; which Caveat and 
fcribsd and taught us in his Leffon ought mojl carefully to he taken 
Word . heed unto^ that no man pre fume to preach 

and teach anj things whfreto he huth not th^ exprefi words of God for his 
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'wdrratit^ and ixcift h h mfi cmMn that tbi fame h . JlriHl; i9 he d. 
v$Hched omrofthefaerei Seriftwres^ fFhicb being fe^whai ma; he iheufbe 
efthe Pope (we may add of the Hierarchy ) M$d his dirty TraditieM f 
And anon after, he faith, A Bifhef eugbt to do nothing in the Cbnrch^ 
nnlefi he he certain and fnre of the vparrantife thereof by God*s Word ; for 
Cod cannot abide to have hie Service jnmhled and mingled at fleafmo 
with every foolijh oeregaie and light trumfery; yea farther, faith btjAnd 
therefore we arejTriUly forbidden not to rely ttnto^ nor to aUow whatfcever 
decree or confiitmion the Bijhops lift to ohtrtsde^ and enjoyn^ unlefi theyftand 
ufon a fnre grottnd^that the things which they donate allowed ofGod—^ and 
unleji theffie able to fay y Do this • for it is the mU and Commandment of 
Cody and we haye his exfre^ Word and Commandment for onr warrant : if 
they be not able to fay tkusy they ought to be accounted as Liars and Deceit 
verSymncb lejiongbt any Cbrifiian to yeeld unto them therein any obedience 
or f ubfcript ion: And SiUtm^tdn^There is nothinf (faixh \it)fofernitioetSy 
nothing fo monflroHSynothingfo beafHy^ as to go about to govern the Church 
of Cody without the fVarrant of God's own fVord. Of the fame mind is 
learned ^AiV^ii^, IVe acknovpUdge {imhh^) noOylin God's Service^ 
becaufe we reade nothingofOyl in the Script ureSy can you fhew that ever 
Chrift or hid AfoSllesujed it ? To whom many others might be added. 
The minor (or fecond Propofition) confifis of two parts. 

!• That Hearing is part of inftituted Worfliip, one vYoald wonder 
fliould it be denied ; however 'tis evident it is fo, from the light 
of this (ingle demonftration : That in which we wait upon Cod in 
the way of an Ordinance for the communication of good, beyond the 
vcrtue of any creature to conveigh to us, is part of the inftituted 
Worfhip of God ( for what I wait for, not biing in the thing it felf, 
in which I am waiting, no ground can be afligned , for my expc<9hg 
of good through it, but Divine Inftitution) but in the Hearing of 
the Word we wait upon God in the way of an Ordinance,for the ctm- 
munication of good, beyond the vertue of tny creature to convei^ to 
us : Therefore. 

2. That Hearing the prefent Minifters oi England is not warrant- 
ed in the Scripture : This will be manifefted, when we come to \ he 
ventilating and fcanning of thofe places, which arc ufualty produced 
for the abetting of the praAice of fome in this matter : in the mean 
iivhile we crave liberty to profefs, that it is not opinionativenefs,nn. 
gularity, vain^glory,. uncnaricablenefs, or any thing of chat nature ; 



(as Tome are apt uncharitably enough to cenruie) but the dread and 
aive of God ( who is a jealous God, and efpeciaily in point of Woip 
ihip) and an holy fear of offending hicn, that hinders us from com^ 
plying in thefe matters: could but one word> tittle oriW^ b* pro- 
duced from the Scriptures of God , for the warranting the Hearing 
the prefent Minifters of Englmd ^ we (hould quickly lay our mouths 
in the duft» confefs and bewail our guilt and folly in refuting to 
conform thereunto ;. but this we are fully alTured, thofe that difl'ent 
from uSy are not able to do ; what they.fay herein, (hall m 0t« be 
(ifced to the ittermoft. 

CHAP. II. 

A[ecdni Argument fropofei to confideration:' Th^ 'tis not Uwful to btitr 
th prefent Minifters cr/England, as Mimfiers ofChrift^ nor m Giftti 
Xrethren^jnrovei. A Sef oration fiomthemy if Brethren^ evinced. That 
the beji of them walk^dif order ly^ proved. 

Argument 2, 

IF it be lawful tahear the prefent Minifters of England^ 'tis lawful 
to hear them, either as Minifters of the Gofpel, or as gifted Bre- 
thren : But 'cis jQot lawful to hear them, either as Minifters of the 
Gofpel, or as Gifted-Brethren : Therefore. 

The major ( or firft Propofition ) will not be denied ; That Chrift 
hath appointed fome, as Minifters, by vertue of an Office-power, to 
difpenfe the Ordinances of the Gofpel, until his fecond coming, is 
granted by all, that 'tis permitted to others, as their liberty,enjoyned 
them, as their duty ( having received Gifts and Enablements from 
the Lord thereunto) to improve thofe Gift^ in preaching, praying, 
•&Cf for the Edification of the Body of Chrift ( though not folemnly 
invefted into Office) is aflented unto, at leaft by fome of thofe with 
whom we have to do ; whence alawfuJncfs to hear them as Minifters, 
or as Gifted-Brethren, doth neceffarily arife. , 

. 'Tis the minor (or fecond Propofition ) that is capable, in the 
thoughts of fome, of a denial : which weprove, fer partes ^ihis. 

I. 'Tis not lawful to hear them as Minifters of tBe Gofpel : they 
are not fucb, therefore may not be heard as fuch. That they are not 
Minifters of the Gofpel (but Thieves and Robbers) is manifett : Such 
t% come not.in by the Dooi, which is Chrift, J oh. 10. p. {viz,,hy vex*- 
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tire 0f any ^utboiicy derived to them from him) are not Mmifters (£ 
theGpfpeJ, but Thieves and Robbers ,J«i&. lo. i. (from whom 'tis the 
property of the Sheep to flee, r^r. 4.) But the prcfcnt Miniftcrs of 
England come not in by the Door : Therefore. 

That thcycome not in by the Door ( vlx,, by vertuc of any Autho- 
rity derived to them from Chritt ) is evident : If they have received 
any fuch Authority or Commiffion from him, they have received it» 
cither mediately^or immediately : the latter will nptbea{rcrtcd,noi 
without the working of Miracles, fhould it fobe, would it to the 
world's end be mide good : Tis th^ formet muft be fixe upon, vlx,. 
That they have received their Authority or Commiflion, mediately 
fromChrift, but to as little purpofe ; for thofe that receive Autho- 
rity to pieach the Gofpel mediately from Chrift, have it from fome 
partictrf.arinftit4Jted Church pfCh rift, to whom power is foley dclc-^ 
gated for the ele^ing of their own Officers, according to the tenoux. 
of the enfuing Scriptures, AQs <^. 5 . & 14. 23. 

Thefc men (as it's known) have no luch Authority, pretend not to 
it, have it inderifion, come barely with a Prcfcntation from a Pa- 
tron, and Ordinatipn,Inftitution and Indu6^ion from a Lofd-^iihop 
(things forreign to the Scripture ) and impofe themfelves upon the 
people whether they will or no. 

2. Tis not lawful to hear them as Gifted-Brethren, i. The moft 
of them are not gifted ; nor 2. Brethren, being Canonical'-DrHHkarisy 
Smmriinfidw^ers^c. j.Thebeft of them cannot by Saints,in refpe<^; 
of Gofpc^-comnuinion, be fo accounted : for, i .There was never any 
giving up of our felves, each to other, according to the will of God 
and primitive Example, whence fuch a Brotherhood doth refult^ 
2. We cannot ( as things ftand) perform the duties of Brethren to 
thern, according to Mm.\%. nor will they, or can they, in the ftate 
irj which they ftand,tp us. 3 . If we acknowledge the beflt of them 
for fuch, we muft alfo acknowledge the worft of them : for, i. They 
are all Members of the fame Church. 2. Profefs themfelves to be one 
Brotherhood, fo fayes their Rime upon the Lord's Prayer, 

Our Father which in Heaven arty 
., . : ^ And mak!Ji fdsallMe Prnhfrhooi^^c. 
fcjay, 3. we cannot fo acknowledge them, but we muft alfo acknow- 
ledge the Biftiops for our Reverend Farhgrs, (for theirs they are) 
Yfhich how abhorring it is to any tender enlightncd foul, may ealily 
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be confcaured. Biit to hear this Pica Tpcak its uttcrmoft, let it be 
g^totcd they ate Brethren, and may be f6 cftecm^d ; They zxt Brc- 
thicn that rralk diforderly, or they do not : That they walk difordcr- 
ly cannot be denied by fuch as pretend to Reformation, If fubmit- 
ting to Ordination or Re-ordination by a Lord Bifliop, covenanting 
and protefting with dctcftation againft a Reformation according to the 
Scripture, and the beft Reformed Churches, to own {as confbnant to 
Scripture ) a hjmru or ftinted Forms of Prayer Icr the Church, and 
#caathcm, to wear the Surplice, &c. be diforderly walking; they 
are ( the very beft of them ) beyond contradiftion, to be reputed rn 
the number of diforderly walkers ; And fo after due admonition ( ac- 
cording to the Scripture ) and a perfeverance in their fin, to be fcpa- 
rated from, by venue of pofitive and cxprefs Precepts of Chrift, 
Mat. 18.2 Theff, 3 . <5 , Ishw m command joHy Brethren^ in the Name of 
the Lord Jefm Chrtfty that yon vnthdraw yonr felves from every Brother 
that walketh diforderly^ and not after the tradition he received of w : 
With what vehcmency, authority and holy carncftnefs doth the Apo- 
ftle ^t(^% fef oration from Brethren that walk diforderly ? PVe command 
fon^ ' and i»e command yo^in the Name of the Lord Jeftu^ and we <om>^ 
mandyon^Brethrenjbyverttte of onr relation to each otter y and thatlovif and 
endearment that is betwixt hs 06 Brethren ^ that yon withdraw your 
fetves^ f^c. I fcarce know any one thing prclTed by the Apoflle, with 
greater vefaemency than what is here inftanc'd in : wherein we have 
alfo in undeniable convincing Argument, that the perfohsdf^hom 
Wfe are treatingiwalk difoMerly. Thofe that walk hot after the tyadU 
tion received from the Apoftlcs ( we may adde, andthe Pfimitive 
Church for above three himdrcd years after Chrift, but according to 
the traditions of the old Bawd and Strnmpet of Rome ) are fucn ts 
Walk diforderly : But the pirefent Minifters of fwjj/^^wajfk notifter 
the Tradition received from the Apoftlct, but after tb6 Triditioh* 6f 
the Whorifh-Church of Rome : Therefore' they are fuch as walkl dif- 
orderly. What Apoftolical Tradition have we for ftinted Forms of 
Prayer or Lyturgies in the Chttrch,did they frame any? (thofe tbat are 
afcribed to fomc of them, are aU fpurious, as hath been over and over 
proved ) for Surplfce, croflfkigin'Baptifm, ahdttl'any other gewgawj 
ufed by ihem ? if they have'any ApoftoHcal written traditibh ft» thefc . 
things, let them produce it, and we IhalMay out mouths in the duft, 
and for ever be filcnt, as to. a charge of this nature : K they have 



not ( 18 theie it nothing more certain) xl[^jne4lfor4€rlji watkfrs^ 
if the Apoftieis Argument be valid> fFi iomm^ftd jff$ h mtkJ^4m 
from fuchoi tPaU^itf^rierlj. Butwho^ I pray» itre tbefe dffordeTiy 
walkers ? how (hall we know them ? tbej ^e (faycs the Apoftle)/«^c» 
a$ r9idk^ not after the tradbion received from us. 

C H A P. III. 
A third Argument frovlng the mlatvf nine f of hearing the frsfent Mlm^ 
fiers of England) produced^ That they ^ hj vertue of an Amicbri^ 
filan Office and CaUingj jroved.^ Their ferfeU agreement with the Po^ 
fijh Vri^s infeventeen Particulars^ demonflrated. That the Ofice cf 
Lord Bijhoft is Antichriftian^ froved. (The Tefiimonies of the Afh, 
dents proceed ) fVheneethe Antiehrifiianifm of the Office of the Mi^ 
mfters i/Etoglaild id evinced. An Ohje&ion anfwered. 

Argument 3. 

THofe that aA In the holy things of God by vertue of an Antiehriif 
ftian Power, Office or Calling,are not to be heatd, but to be ft^ 
paiated from : but the piefent Minifters of England ad in the Hoty 
Things of. God by vertue of an Antichriftian Power, Office or Cal^ 
ling. Therefore. 

The cJW4/o^ is evident. Fori. The Power, Office and Catting 
of Antichrifl is oppofite and contrary unto the Power, Office ai)4 
Calling of Chrifil : Not to feparate from fuch as ad by vertue of fiick 
an OfficcnPower, is to ftand by, and plead for Antichrift j agtbift 
Cbrift« z. Its unlawful to attend upon the teachings of Anticbrift^ 
therefore upon the teachings of fuch as ad by vertue of a Power.de^ 
rivedfromhim. 3* Chiiftcalls> and foiemnly charges his,upQfn the 
penalty of moft dreadful Judgments, to feparate from every lins^ 
of Antichrift, Rev. x8. 4. and 14. p, xo, xi. 4. There is .not. a 
command in the Scripture en joyning Saints to tak^ heed of being dc* 
eeivedy totrjtheffiints^ hzQtwtz many Antichrifts are gone abroad int9 
the Worldy but is an abundant demonftration of the truth of this AT- 
fertion. 5. The inftitution of Officers of his own^ liy Chfifl,ito be 
continved in the way appointed.by him to the end of the Vfoi\A\^Efb. 
4. 1 1, d. That there ia not one promife of a bluffing in the vi^oIq 
Scripture upon perfons atending on fuch a Miniftry,with innumerable 
cfaings of the like tendency and import, that might be produced if 
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neeifftsl^ttefuch 1 htRs upon which the truth of the maj^ Pxopofidon 
fttndS) iH cannot be eatily (liiken or removed. 
V The ikfiW Wants not fufFicient demonftration. 
^ Fiffl^ The prcfcnt Minifters of Engldniy arc cither from Chrift 
or from Antichrift. There is no medium (a Linfey-vroolfey-Mimftry , 
that is partly of Chrift, partiv of Ahtichrifti as 'cis not to be proved by 
Scripture, fo will it not be aoctted ) That they are not from Chrift, 
hath in ^t been proved already, and may farther be evinced. 
- ». Their Names arc forreigi to the Scripture r Where readc we of 
Veucom in their fence, Priefts^ as dittinguiflicdfrom Chrifiians, in the 
NewUTcftamcnt, J^ans^ Canmns^ PtttyXdnnons^ Pril^tftddriess^ Arch'^ 
DiocoMSj Lari-Bijho^y P4rf9nsyf^icars} &c. thefc arc onely fournl in 
the Popes Pontifical, whence they are derived; So are 2. Their 
OflRces : Deacons attending Tables we rcade of, but Deacons Pray- 
ing, Preachingf Adminiftring Sacraments (fo called) byvcitueof 
an Office-power, an order of the firft ftep to the Priefthood, we find 
not : Priefts in xkvz Old-Teftament ( both true and falfe ) we' reade 
of; in the Ncw,Samt9 are fo called; Firft,in refpeft of analogic to the 
ritual Pi lefts of old, whofc prerogative it was to come near tdXiod^ 
Biut. ^l.f, to whom, through Chrift,Saints have accefs with bold- 
nefs, Efhef. 2. 18. and 3. ip. Jam. 4. 8. Secondly, in refpe^ of 
ibcir union and engrafture into Chrift the great High* Prieft over the 
Houfe of God. Thirdly, in refpe£bof that analogy thereis betwixc 
iJAutt Chrifthath dooe for them as Prieft, and by iiis Spirit worketh in 
them ^ He^offered up Sacrifice; fo do they, Pfnl. xxtf, i7.i^nd 
X4x.2f. RomiV2,.i. Heh.ii.i^. He was crucified, died; fo' are 
^vf^RmK 6. 6, 7, 8. &c. Go/. 2.20. Eourihly, as Priefts^ they are 
anoitited to the participation of, dothereby attain to, a kind of bol/ 
and Intimate cooimunion with Chrift^ in all his glorious Offices, Hiv. 
^.\to. Bnt an Office of Priefthood in men foi the Miniftry of the 
Gofpel, that are to be bounded by men in that their Office, muft 
preach what they would have tbcm;| and ceafe when they would haVc 
them ( as is the cafe of the prefent Miniftry of En^lani) the Scrip- 
ture is a ftranger to: Soisit 3. tO'their admiffion into this their of- 
fice, viz,, by a Lord-Biftiop, without the confent of the Congrega- 
tion, in which they ^^i as Oificcrs. The very truth is,both in their 
N^mes, Office, and admiifion thereunto, the prefent Minifters of 
trngUui fymbolizc not with the Minifters of Chrift^ but the Popifh 
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Of del oFPiiefts : ( fo that if thefe do aft by vettucjof an AnttchriOiati 
office-power, then do they ) as he that runs suy read in the cxsCuing) 
parallel paniculars. 

X. They are both called, and own . themfelves Priefis; which 
though fbme may make light of, yet confideiing that it is a term bor- 
rowed, either from the Piiefts of the Law, the affertion of fuch a 
Ptiefthood being a denial of Chfift come in the fleA ; or from the 
Priefts of the Heathen (in conformity to wbom^u the Druides of old, 
our Piiefts wear their white Garment or Surplice ) or from the An- 
tichriftian Church (fo called^ of Rome : Such idolatrous fuperfli-^ 
tious names being commanded by the Lord to be aboliflied, Hof. z. 
i;. Z^cib.ij.2. wants not its fuflicient weight ; the retention where** 
of, being alfo a fore fufpitiondC too great a compliance with, if not 
a willingnefs to return to that fioin whence they are derived. Of the 
lame mind with ushereiais HIerpm upon the 2d of Hofeaj the He^ 
briw Do£tors, Kimchl and Ahen-E:cray the CaUee Paraphrafl, ^jhcrM 
( though a j4^lt ) Zoftchiy Dandm^ Saniilus^ ToUnHfy Rivet y and 
almoft all that write upon the faid Scripture. The laft mentioned, 
viz,* Learned &W, hath thefe words in his Corollaries from Hcf.^ 
2. x^, 16. There are many names vfhich in them/elves are good enough ^ 
and might be ufed^ tat God abhorreththe ufe of them^ becaufe they have 
keen abufed to Idolatry : he inftanceth indeed in the word Oiiap; but 
Prieftot Altar being of the fame allay, upon the fame foot of. ac« 
count, is to be rejeded. The reformed^ChurcbeS in Het^efia^xn their 
harmony of Confcffions,afc of the fame mind; TheMiniftry (fay they) 

and the Prieflhood are things far different the one from the other he 

bimfelf ( viz. ChriJI ) remaineth only Prieftfor ever; and vpe do not com* 
wntnieate the name, Pr left to any Miniftery left we fhonld detract fomething 
fiomChri(t^ 

2. The Priefts of Rom» jpuft be firft Deacons ere; they are Priefts ; 
Somuft the prefent Minifters of England. 

3. The Priefts oiRome muft be ordained to their Office by a Lord- 
Bithop or bis Suffragan : So muft the Minifters of England. 

4.. The Priefts of ^^iif^ muft at their ordination,, be prefented by 
an Archdeacon or his Deputy ,with ihcfe words, Reverende Pater y&c. 
Reverend F other ^ I frefent theje men nnto thee^o be admitted unto the or^ 
der of Priefihood : So are the prefent Minifters of England. 

; , The Priefts of Rome muft be ordained to their office accordin 
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10 their Po&tifictl^devifed by themfelvei : the Prieft^ of EngUni ac^ 
cording to their Book of ordering Piiefts and Deacons ( inrhich is tiM 
ken cue of the Pojpes Pontifical^ as is evident to any that (ball ct>na? 
pare the one with the other, and as hath been long (ince confeft by 
£Qme.of theoifeives, in an Admonition to the Parliament in Queen 
£//;uf^ffibj dayes^in their fecond Treatife.) i 

6^ The Pc^ilh Piiefts muft kneel dovifn upon their knees at the 
(eet of the LoroUBiihopibat ordains them, and he muft fay to theidi, 
bUfphcmoufly enough, Receive je the HoljGhofty fVhofe fins je remits 
•r forgive^ they are remitteJLi wh^fe fins ye retain^ they are retained: 
Vfbich exa£lly accords with the fashion of ordaining the Priefts of 
England. 

7. The PopiAi Priefts are not ordained in and before the Coogii^ 
gatioD, to whom they are to be Piiefts, but in feme Metropolicany 
Cathedral City, feveral miles from-the place : So are the Piieftr of 
England, 

!♦ The Popifh Priefts take the care of fouls, though not elected by 
f hem^ from the prefentation of a Patron, by the inftitution and in- 
dti&ionofaLord-Biihop : and do not the prefent Minifters of Enj^^^ 
land tbthmc} 

9. The Popi/h Priefts wait not the Churches Call to the Miniftry, 
but make fuit to feme Prelate to be ordained Priefts,giving mony foi^ 
their letters of Ordination : So do the prefent Minifters (^ England^ 

xo. The Popifti Priefts are ordained to their Office, though they 
have no Flock to attend upon : So are the Priefts of England. 

I i. The Popiih Priefts muft fwear Canonical Obedience to theti 
Ordinary : So do the prefent Minifters of England. 

12. The Popifti Priefts may at their pleafure, without the con-^ 
fentof the People, rcfign and give over their Benefices, and be-, 
take themfelves to fome other of greatei(^ value: Afynimetrie with 
them herein isvifiblc, by the frequent praftifeof the Kiinifters of 
England. 

1 3 . The Popifti Priefts, though ordained to preach, muft have fpe- 
cial Licence from the Prelates fo to do : So muft the Priefts oiEng^ 
land. " . ; 

-14. The Popifli Priefts are fubjc£t to be fiJenced, fufpended, de- 
prived and degraded by the Prelates; as are the prefent Minifters of 

England. 
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I J. The Popi(h Priefti tie not of like and equal Powdr, Degree, 
ttld XuthSrity ii.niopgft (btmrelveffi but xU (boie of th*m infeiior to 
othert h'grein } tsr Patfods to-Atchdeaconi,' Archdetctns to Lord 
Biftiops,I-ord*Biftiopst6 Archbi(hops : So the Pricfts of £»^/4W. 

id. ThcPopifti Pricfts muft be diftinguifticd from other People 
by their Veftmcnw, at Surplice, Tippet, &c. Somuft the Pricfts of 

tji The Pbpilh Pricfta are tyed to a Boole of ftlntbd? Pray ert^ aod 
a prefcript Order^ devifedty miift, for their Worffiip and Miniftra* 
tiont So are the Miniftcrs Of £/;^/iiW, and thattofucb anoneas ja 
taken out of the Popes Pmnis^ as hath been proved by divers : That 
the Ommon-PrAjfr'-Bool^ in E4ward the 6ihs time vras fo, you have 
his, with hif Councils Tcftitnony for it ; thus they write, Ji^s farth^ 
Service in the Erigliih Tmfnt^h hath manifeft ReHpmsfor ity and jet fer^ 
ebaMttitfeemetb ^yen a New Service y nkd indeed is no ether i^m the Old^ 
, thefamewerds in Englifti t^hich tvere in Latine — If the Service of the 
Church were good in Latine, it is good in Englifti. How little differ 
rent the Cow«w».Pr47fr-B^<^ now inufeis thereunto, they thatwil 
lake paite tb^pdapare the one with the otbef , naay be fatisfied. 

To thcfe parfalleP particulars might be added fundry more, whereii^ 
there is an exaftfytftmetry betwixt cbePopifli Pricfts,- and tftcprc- 
fentMiniftersof £»^/W but — Ex nngue Leone m. 

The Turn of what we have been oflFering in this matter, is this. 

Tirft, Thofe Miniftera that iri.thciir Names, Offices, admiflionin^ 
to their Offices, are not to be found in the Scripture, are not Mini- 
ftersof Chiift, aA not by vertue of an Authority, Office, Power, 
Calling, received from him. 

Secondly, Thofe Minfters that in their Names, Office, admiffion 
into their Offic4,ate at a perfeft igf cement with the Minifters of An- 
tichrift (fucb are the Poprfti Piiefts acknowiedgod to be hj thofe with 
whom we Have to <lo ) krchot'*the MinifterBof Cbrift, have not re*- 
ceived any Power, Office or Calling froift him to aft in the holy things 
of God: Butfuch ( as hath been abundantly demosftrated ) are the 
prcfent Minifters oiEn^and • Therefore tbefc have received no Pow- 
er, Office or CrflingfroiliChrift, and fo ate Antichriftian. 

'^-^—^ Quod erat iemanflrandum^ 

Secondly y Thofe that receive their Power, Qffice and Calling from 
a Lord-Biftiop, and ad in the holy things of God by vertue of that 
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Po\ver, Office, ot Callings tft in the holy tbi;sgs of God by.vertue of 
an Anticbiiftlin Power, Office and Catling.: But the prefent MmU 
fters of EfiiUni receiv^ tbeir Power, Office and Calling from a Lord! 
Biikop, and ad in the Holy Things of Godby vertue of that Powet^ 
Office and Galling. Therefore. 

The confcquence of ibcmMJor ( or firft Propofition ) is manifcft^ 
the Office of Lord-Bifliops is Antichriftian, tnerefore thoft that aft 
by virtue of a Power, Office or Calling received from thcm^ aft by 
vertue of am AntachrLfrian Power, Office or Calling, 

That the Office of Lord-Bi(hops is Antichriftian^ one would won- 
der (hould be denied in fuch a day as this, after fo full a demonftra* 
tion thereof by many Witnefles of Cbrift, who have wrote fo cleer^ 
ly in this matter, z\ if they, carried the Sun beams in the;t rigbt band, 
cfpccially that it (hould be denied by perfons of Pnsbjterian arid 
ConffTigational PiiiKriples ( if indeed any of them do deny it.) To pro- 
fecute (his matter to the uttermoft is not our prefent intendment^ 
the intelligent Reader knows where to find it done already to out 
hand; and if after all that hath, been faid,any through fclf-love,or fear 
of p2rf;:cution,will herein be ignorant, we might fa^f, Lit themh i^- 
noTuni. But wc (hall piopofe briefly a word or two in thii niattcr. 

I. That Office that is not to be found in the Scriptures of the in- 
fti tu tion of Chrill, bat is contrary to exprefs precepts and commands 
of his, is Antichriftian : But the Office of Lord-Bi(hops is not to be 
found in the Scriptures, is contrary to exprefs Precepts. \ There- 
fore. / . 
The iw»W Propofition con(ifts of two parts. 

I . That the Office of Lord Bifliops is not to be found in the Scrip- 
ture of the inftitution of Chrift : He gave indeed AfpftUsi Propbits^ 
Pdftors and Ti^tchers^ Ephef. 4. 11. of Pajiors and Teachers we rcadc> 
Rom^xz. 7,8. £^4,4.8. Bifhofs alfo, and Deacons^ witboutthe inter- 
-po(ition of any other order,we finely i Tim.i.iz. Diacons we have ap- 
pointed, A£ls 7. Eldersy Ads 14.2^?. thofe who are Biihops we find 
called Presbyters^ Tit. i. y, 7. and thofe who are Presbyters^ we find 
termed BifhofSy Afts 20.28. (Gr. €^/<r«^^»f> Bi(hops) but where the 
Office of Lord-Bi(hops was inttituted by Chri(i, we are yet tofeek : 
indeed fome appearances of afpirit ftriving to afcend into this Chair 
:of vyickednefs,was feen in Dlotrephes yznd others in the Apoftles time, 
-but ch^fe were the . Anticbrifts that were then gone abroad into the 
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world. The Sciipture before mentioned^ Efbtf. 4. it. fpeaki at 
fully to the Officers and Offices iDflituted by Cbiilt, as any vre meet 
mtb: Fail they in their dedu^on of their OflSce firom hence,and they 
mll4indoubtcdly prove fucceflers in their attempts. Let us then fix 
here a little ; mention we find here of AfoftUs^ Prophets^ Paft^rs and 
T€d€hers^ nooe at all either bere, or elfewhere, of Lord-Bifhops. 
But perhaps their Office, though they are called by another name, is 
comprizea in Tome one or other of thefe, let that then be confidered.. 
Are thev Prophets ^ that ( in the fence of the Spirit in this place ) 
they will not pretend to. Ate they Paftors or Teachers ? this is too 
great a debafement of their LordQiips, their Parochial Priefts over 
whom rbey piefide»are fupf)ored to be Officers in that degree. What 
then are they? Apoftiesl Their Succefiors they do indeed boaft 
themfelveir to be, and are fo accounted by their Abbettors ( and fa 
doth the Pope himfelf ) but how prove they their Succelfion froin 
them ? if they derive it through the Papacy , who fees not the in« 
validity ther^dF? UoW lubricous and uncertain is that their Sucf;ef« 
(ion? fkofi do th%y therein proclaim their ihame,. and yield the mat?^ 
ter in controverfie ? what clearer Argument that^ they are Aqtichri* 
(tian , if thePope be the Antichriftian Head Over maoy Couij^ries^ 
as is by the generality of Proteftants believed,and will not by them^ 
kWt$ be gaiofayed ? Sut in what fence do they pretend to be the 
Apofttes SucceflbrS ? do they fucceed them as Chrifiians ? that is 
not the tfaifag in queftion, they ftand or fall, in refpc^ thereof to 
their own Mafier 1 herein we have no controverfie with themi, as not 
willing to judge any thing before the time. Do they fucceed them 
in refpeA of their Office ? let them prove that, and take the Caufe. 
The Apoftles were firfl immediatly Sent by Chrift : Secondly, Extra* 
ordinary Officers, Cttrnmiffion^U to the preachit^ of: the Gofpet 
throughout the Nations of the world : Are their LorflQups fuch ? 
what can be imagined more frivolous or falfe ? where find we any 
Aportles after the departure of thofe that were immediatly by Chrifi 
called to that Office ? Did the Apoftles ordain any as their. SuccefTotS 
therein, in any of the Churches of Chrift ? Wherie rpade we of tbciii 
fo doing? yea, ure any quaKfied with Gifts as they, for the dij^ 
charge of fuch an Office ? or doth Chrifl indeed fend forth Servants )a 
any imployment, and not furnifh them with Gifts f^iitable thereuiw^ 
to? Crcddt jifiBis ! , ,n 
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■ What mdre difltonoutable to the Lord Jefui can be afferted ? it rc« 
mains theo^ that tbey being neither Piophets^ nor Apoftles^ nor Pa« 
Aors, nor Teachers^ that they are not to be found in the Scripture of 
the infticutioD of Chriftt Nor are tbey dream*d of ii the world for 
fererai hundreds of years after Chiift. CUmens in his Epiftle to the 
Church of Cmntb takes notice of no other befides £cr/r«fTo/ & Ax*- 
'yi9vot^BiJh0ps and D^^^^j^which Bilhops he calls ^ft^^iitt^^^Fredjters 
QtEldiTS : Ydy Ltnmbsrd himfelf confeffea, Hosfalum MimftrarHm 
iti$s 'ariiMSy EccUfidm fnmitivam bahniffe , & di hid Solis , frd^ 
MtMm t/(f$fi$U n$s haktre : L$mh. /. 4. Sin. D. 24. /#. ;. exf. 
The Primitive Church,he tells you^had no other Order of Minifters , 
tbtliif Bidiops ( or Presbyters ) and Deacons ; iK>r :did the Apoftles 
giv^e 'Commandment concerBing any others That their rife and oc- 
ca(ionm^ from the aims and defigoa of nneft,to accommodate Eccle« 
liaftical ot^Church-affairs to the ftare and condition of the Civil Go- 
vernment, is ingenuoufly confeft by one that vr as looked upon to be 
ti'- great «n Admirtr of, and as able a Chammon for^ Diocefan and 
Metto|M>lkicat Prelates, %i any one of late cnayer;; 'tis Dr. Hsmoni 
Wie^miitid^ vsho Ui his Dififer rations about Sfifcof^jj SeA.3. hatir thefe 
ip^ds^ -His fi^fiffitify iUui fintim fiqMUT Mt ( in Imperii epjiiiMHe ) 
h^PmfincikqHMliket^ inrnplmres mbesfipit^ UMtamenprUnrnd^ ft^frin^ 
tifdlif cihffffdd irMi i/lnTf9V0xU ldi$diQdf$n itUeminferiires nUqut 
CiviiMtei fitijicic^idfftm^ uf CivitMtihm RigUneSy Jk e^ inter EicU^^ft 
^ithethki EpifcMUes^Unsmfentpir frim4r$Mn^;& Mnrcfetificamff^gt : 
§6 fifis the Omceof Lord^Bt(hops from being of thelnRitufioa^of 
Cbfift,thar thelrPrimacy and Supremacy ftn the refuk of the defigns 
aiid comrivements of men to accommodate the ftate and frame of the 
Chuiehito the ftate andcondicion of the Government of the Nations^ 
' - it* That the 0|{ke of Lord BiAiops is contrary to exprtfePrece'ptf 
€^ Chiiift in tfafc Scripture • the truth of fifhich,be that runs may readd 
iti;th^'eiiniingfScriptUres,Mf/.20.ijr. Aturkc^io. /^x^ Lukt izafi 
iPet.f^^i. the EogUfti of, /^/4Mrr/ffiiM;f^y butyeihallnordofo ; 
Keepetnt tkminantisChrisy not lording it over God's Clergy or He- 
fittgcian orcRrfwy Reader mayicafily conclude to be incoofiftcnt with 
th.itr terdly dignities. Notto multiply Atguments in a matter that o- 
thidrs have fo largely debated. 2.Tfet Office that is derived from,and 
it only to be found inthc Papacy, is furely Aotichriftian ( if the Pope 
fee ij\% head of AntLchrift^ this aiuft not be denied ) But the Office of 
-^^ '' - Lord 
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lord Siftiopsif dtiived frcm, is onely io be found iii, the Papacy «' 
Which of the iefortned Churches that have feparaced f lom the Capa^ 
ry havefetaincd it ? Did the mnum in her flight into the Witdernefr 
carry it along with bei ? What more abfurd,then to run to the perfewv 
cu ting Whore and Beaft for an OiHce of Miniftry ? and what more 
evident demonfiiration of its being an Aiuichriftian office, than its 
entertainment only by that falfe Antichiiftian Church, and itt utter 
rcjcftion and dcteftation by the trnc Sf$Hfe and Jvitmfu of Cfartft in. 
all Ages? What is delivered over to us in this matter t^*£ba^e>of> 
them, we (hall briefly affix hereunto. Hiefotne in his Epiftle x.oEv»l 
grifUy and in his Commentary upon the Epiflle of TVVim, profefles, 
Thdtr it is mcrtkfCnflemtbanbjanj In^itHtton^ $f the Lordj that Bi^ 
Jhfips dTf hfcnoigruter thm the Slders or Minifiers. Har. of Conf ./ijfS. Xr 
Tit.ti. So from him do the Churches of Ki^/t/t^M proclaim, whence^ 
they infer ( and that truly according to A£l. 4. >• ) That na mdn iy 
4tnj right can f^Uij hnt thstwt jhnld return t9 theoli Affommtt^ rf 
God^ and rather receive that ^ than the Cfiftomdevi fed hjf men. fViekfif 
in his anfwer to King Riehard the 2d, citing AliitaOiZ^, 1 Pet.^.^^- 
{ayes, Lordfhif and Deminion is plainly forbidden to the Auftles:^ anil 
dartft thifH then nfurf the fame ? if thou wilt he a lanrd^ thmfhatt hfe thy 
jipojllefhipj &c. The Univerfity of Geneva fty> {Tbefes Genev.^i.J 
Thefe THnBionsfoUowingy we held to be altogether falfe^ and defiitate ofaU 
tme foHndationyViz. the Primacy of the Bifhof ofKoOitwer aUChurehet; 
the Cardinalfhifj Patriarehflfipy Arehiepifcopalfhif^ and briefly the whole 
Epif copal degree of LordBifhops over their feUaw Eiders. fLMarlorat itr- 
his Expofition on the %pfelation^ chap. 17.3. fays, Ihat Arch-Bu 
fhopSy Deans y&c.^ are in office nnder Antichrift • yea, upon chap, p.,* 
that they art the tails of Antichrifi. Beza faith,Tfc; cotild not bebrem^ 
ikio the Chnrchf until they had driven him omwhois the onely Mafier^ 
Chrifi ; andy there is neither holy Scrtpturey ntfr- Gomctty tiiv' Antien^^ 
DoHors which ever did knowfach MonfterSy Beza's ConfeOArt.^'.c. '14.- 
The Noble Ancient Old^Caftle^ Loid Cobh^n^^tithy That th^a^hojf^ 
Epifcopal degree of L^d Bifhops over their Fellow-ElderSy is altogether 
falfcy and deftitnte of alDrae foundation-^ . ycay that all other Fu^Siions 
and Offices befides Priefts and beacons are unl awful y as being SeSls devl^ 
fed by men defiituteof aU true Fimftdation. To thefe we might add H6^ 
Deft 5^/^ upon the Revelationy viz. chap. 17. where he laitb, Can- 
terbury W York ^r thoBeaply Anti chrifi' s Mctrof^HfanSy andPri^ 
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mttes^ and upon chap. ij. tbsit jtrcb-Bifbof, 7>UcefdH^ Arch-iye4€$Hy 

Viufiy Prehni^ DoStor^ ?0Tl$n^yicmr^&c. art very numis of BUi^he-'^ 

my. : For Office's theyitri not itffointU by tho Holy Gh^^ ftor yet metttioHod 

im the Serif ture^ Caitmight laics of them. That their pinSlons are not 

10 the fVordof God^ bm of the Earthy ne0 devifei Minijhies^^anlfueh as 

can do no good:, that their Office is the ntek^ of tho Pofifi? Hierarchies 

<omeontof the httomlefs Pit of Hell. F#«»rr proclaims them, to ks 

nonatnral Members of the. Body of Chrifi^s Churchy as being of hnmanc 

snUitioHy not born with her^ nor prawn np with herfrom^ths Cradle. The 

Ertnch and Brf^iVi^Confcffion layef. That thsyfafsnot 4 Rufiffor them. 

The Church otGemvay That the Hier archie is devtlifhConfnfionyfiab^ 

iijhd j( as it were ) in def^ght of God^^ and to the mocking and reproach of 

sA Chrifiian Religion, 1 he Seekfrs of Reformation in Qljecn Elizuu 

hitjhs time fpeak fuUy hereunto, [2 Aim. to 'Pari.'] We have an Anti^ 

Sfhrifiian andPopifh ordering of Priefts^ firangefrom the Word sfCfodyne* 

ver hearilrf in the Primativo Churchy taksn out of the. Popes jhopy to the 

deftmUion of Gods Kingdome — The names and offices of Arsb^Bifheps^ 

Arpft-Deaeo^Sy. Lsrd-BifhopSy drc. arcj together with their Government, 

d^awnontof the Popes (hopy Antichrifiiany.DeviliJfjy and contrary to the 

SCrittHTss : ParfonSi yicarsy Parifh^Priefisyare birds of the fame feather^ 

to wisom rm^ be. added many others. 

^ ObjeEl. One ftoQeofoffencemuft be removed out of our way ere 
wepaflon further^ it is this : Thongh Lord Bifheps are AntiehriStian, 
ygt.it doth natfo&oWy that the Office am Mlniftry derived from them is fo r 
Jf ^ tbej are alfo Presbyters, and ordain as Presbyters. 
. Anfw, Give me leave to fay. That were not men refotired to fay. 
any thing that they might be thought toiiave fomewhat to fay, we had 
Qot heardjof this Qbje<%ion.. For, i. That they zA in the capacit]( 
q( Presbyters in the matter of Ordination, is falfe ( i. ) Contrary to 
tbe^ own avowed principles ; their Lordftiips think it too great a de- 
baiement, to be degraded from their Lordly Dignity, to fo mean an 
Ofiice. ( 2.) Contrary to the known Law of the l4md, by which they 
lurccive power to zSt therein, in which they are known and owned 
onely in the capacity of Lord-£i(hops. (3.) Contrary to their late 
practice, whereby they have fufliciently declared the nuKtyof t Mi- 
laifterial Office, received from the hands of a Presbytericy in tfaruft* 
ing out of doors feveral hundreds oE Miniftesr fo drdained. Strange ! 
tjutit (hould be ^eadcd^ they a£tas Presbyters in the nutter of Or^ 
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cSnttioOi add yet they tbemfelves judge a Fresh jtm^m^Orilnatl^^^ 
invalid. But 2.^ What if this ihould te granted ? it would avail 
Bathing, except it can be proved, that they are and t6t as Presbjters 
of the Inftitution of Chrift, which ( thefe{)eing only in a particulaf 
inftitued Church of Chrift) will never, be ta the worlds end. Thus far 
of the third Argument. 

C H A P. IV.^ . 

Ji fourth ArgHmnt^jrevlng the unUwfnlne^ of hearing the jfrefeftt Mi^ 
nlSlers c|f Hn^land. A tmfM dental of the Offices ofChriSl^afferted. 
That the frejent Mint Hers denf hie Kinglj and Profhetlcal Office, fre^ 
ved from their Non^conformlty to the Orders and Ordinances of pointed 
by Christy for hid Ho»le. Several Injiltutions of Chrifl remarked : 
Their Non^Canformitjf thereunto^ manifefted. An ObjeUion anfwer* 
ed. 

Argnment 4. 

THofc that oppugn or deny any of the Offices of Jefus Chrift,. 
arenottobeheard, but feparaced from ^ but the prefent Mi* . 
nifters of Bngland oppugn and deny (ome of the Officei of Jefus^ 
Chrift : Therefore. 

Before we come to clear the fey eralparcs of this Argument^, we. 
ihall crave liberty hreifiy to premifet 

Firft, That there is a twofold denying or oppugning of the Offices- 
©f Chrift. 

1. Veib^l and Profeffional. Such was, and is that of the Jrir/;. 
the PdpiBsztt not guilty hereof ;. in words they own j>reacb up,plead 
for ail the Offices eJF Chrift as much as any : So do a4fo the jprefent 
Minifters of England : This is not then the.denial of the Offices of. 
.Chrift we implede theirs as gullty.of . 

2. Rcjkl and aSual,, when perfonsdothat which enwraps* in the. 
bowels of it,an impugning and denial ofthe Offices of Chrift. This 
the Romifh Synagogue are eminently suilty of : So are the prefent Mi- 
nifters of Englandy as fliali ( we doul)C not ) be clearly demonftrated 
in its proper place. 

Secondly, That a Verbal Profeffional acknowledgement of the Of- 
fices of Chrift is nothing, when-contradi<^edm|>ra6tice: This the; 
Apoftle avowedly affertS). in refpe£t of the Igi^wledge of God> Tit. 
x^t6.Tieypefep they how Cody^butinwo^theydeiiy him: And 



^ 3° ; 

may coogruoDJly enough be applied to the mitter in hand. Thi0, ts 
applied to the Cotnbination and Synagogue of Romcy fome of thetn«» 
felves have long (ince acknowledge^ Whiifl: they piofefs Cbiift t6 
beKing, and fubmit not to the Laws he hadi prefcribed in his Word, 
they make him an Idol, and put a Scepter of reed in his band: So 
fome of their own. 

But I interrogate ; What if a man fhould with the greateft earneft^ 
nefsprofefs, and in the height of a conBdent Spirit aver> That, he 
were Born again of God, Wa(hed,Sanftified in the Blood of Ghriff,- 
and by the Spirit of the Lord, that be did receive and own Chrtft as 
his King and Larpg^lvery?rh^n I fee this man at the fame time walking 
in. a way of Rebellion againft Chrift, in open contempt and defiance 
of his Laws.and Government, fubjeding to the Yoak of other Lords 
and Lawgivers ; Shall his Plea be admitted ? furely no ! - 

Qifid verba audiamy cnmfaUa videam. * ' ^ 

Tis long fmce decided by Chrift, That Fatfe-Prophets are to ^ dc- 
fcried, Not by their words (they may /^^4<:,Uke Angels^cry HmlM^ 
fievy kij^himj y^t he Falfe Prof hns^ yea JW^/f x to him) but by thek 
fi-Htts : Let thcrxl profcfs a thoufand times oveir, . That thtj tfvhit^tbf 
Offices of Chrifhy if they are in . the mean while found in rat pf aftifC 
of thofe things that are ihconfiftent with the truth of fuch a]Profeffibn, 
they are really Deniers and Oppofersx>£ the Offices of Chrift. Tbir 
is that then we affirm in this matter, i. That thofe that do really 
oppofe any of the Offices of Chriftj are not to be beatd, but ^^a- 
rated from : This carrying a brightnefs along with it,that'is iuf^cienji 
to convince all, except fuch, whofeeyes the god of this world hath' 
tlinded ; that its original is from God, we (hall take for granted will' 
not be denied by a Profcffing Enlightened People , though otherwxfc 
it were eafie to multiply Arguments for its dcmonftration. j. To! 
oppolc Chiilt in any of his Offices, befpeaks fucK as are guilty there-, 
of to be Antichri!1r$^ i John z. 22. ana 4.- 2, 3, 2 John/^ ( of the* 
fame mind with us Herein is learned Bez,4Upon the forcdted Scrip-' 
turcs ) and none will furely be fo inconiideratc ( not to fay worfe V 
as to aflert, It's lawful to attend upon the Miniftry of Antichrif^.• 
2. To hearfuch^ is to ftrcngthen and encourage them" in that their 
denial of, and oppojition unto, the Offices of Chrift ; and thereby be* 
come partakers with them in their fm: The thought of which, can- 
not but bie grievous to the poor Lambs of ChrlSi. But this will not'be 
<l:nied. Xi$ 
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Tis the fecond thing may found bAr(h in the earl of feme ( as did 
fome Sayings of Chrift, but if Truth, where God (hall give the feeing 
eye arid netring care, 'twill be teceived } w*. 

i. Thmt the frefent Ministers pf England d0 oppofc sutd deny fme 
efthe Offices ef Chrift^ vix* His Kindly and Frofhetied Office^ which 
we come new to the proof of. 

Argument, !• 

Thofe ttiat hearkennot to the Revelation Chrift hath made^ and 
ftS^SupreamLoid atid LaW-giver, hath en joyned to be obferved touch- 
ing the Ordets and Ordinances of his Houfe>deny the Prophetical and 
,Kmgly Office of Chrift, Vem. i8. 18. Aas 3. 22. J fa. 9. 6. But 
riiq piefent Minifters of £if;i:^ii4 hearken and conform not to the Re- 
velation Chrift hath made touching the Orders and Ordinances of his 
Hpufe : Therefore. 

• Tis the mificr (or fccond Propolition) that in the thoughts of fome 
is apable of t denial^ but the verity thereof fhines forth as the Sun 
in its brighthefs, in the review of the Orders and Ordinances of the 
f^oofe of Chrift -ap^nted by himfelf ; and the prefent frame and 
deportment of the Miniftcrs of 'England with rcfpeft thereunto : 
VPhrcb ©f them Have they not made void by their Traditions ? This is 
that which Chrift bath faid> (i .) That M ftmer for the Callings Infti- 
tutionj^ Order and Government of his Church, is invefied folelj in him^ 
tisrdie alone i-oid, Sovereign-Ruler, and Head thereof, A/4^ 28.19. 
'% Tim. 6* 14, ty. John j. 3 y. AUs 5. 22. and y. 3 1. Tis upon this 
foot of account that Chiiftchargeth hisvDifciples, not to be. called 
of Jneb Jikhhi^ nor to call any Vather ( vit». not to impofc their A«- 
tbority upon any, or fuffcr themfelvcs to be impoled upon by .any in 
the matters of their God ) Mat. 23. 8, p, 10. becaufe tf;?^ is their 
Milder and Lord(v\t' Cbrifl^) Htnct alfa the Apoftles lay the- weight 
of their Exhortations upon the Commandment of Chrift, 1 Cer. 1 1. 
*:13. tnd t/l.. i7.ptocU\m zMte h accur^d that f reach any^therGo" 
Jpelj Gal. I. 8. ( yea theugh Angels from Heaveny fhould they live and 
fpeak as fuch) charge thofe to whom they write, Nj^t to receive ahj in- 
to their honfes that bring any other DoSri^e (much more not to receive 
them as their Teachers) 2 John 10 i yefa, the Spirit of the Lord in the 
clofe of the iaft Revelation of his^ Will, it plcafed this great King and 
Lawgiver, in fuch a way to give forth ; teftifies. That if any manfkatt 
aide HHto thefe things^ the Lord [haUaddc nnto him the Plagues that are 



written in hif Bo^k^y Rev.i2. i8. Do theprefent Mimfters of Bn£m 
• Uni conform unco this great Inftitution ? in fvords indeed they do 
fo : Bnt what me^neththi bleating ef thcfheef^ and lowing ef the Oxtu 
in onr ears f Do they not own other Lords, Heads and . GovernofiTy 
that have a Law-making power, and would enforce the confcienccf 
of the Free*born SubjeAs of Chiift over his Churches, besides him? 
What doth this lefs than evidently proclaim their difobedience and 
rcbsHion ( which is as the fin of H^itchcraft ) againft xhtKI NG of 
Kings, and their reje^ion of his Scepter and Sovereign Authority 
over them 1 But of this more hereafter. 

2. This oreat Prophet ^nd King hach alfo revealed and .prodaim^^ 
ed, That Uts his fTiU , that thofe^whcm he hath called iy hii fVcrdJhotiU 
fef orate from the vferld^walkjogether in f articular S octette t and Chttrchis^ 
having given Hf them[elves to the Lord and one another accorJ^g to iht 
JViU'of God^ for their mHtttal Edification and cewfort in the Lord, The 
truth of this Saveraign TnftitutioA of Chrift, he that runs may reade 
in the Scriptures hereuiito annexed, i Cor. i. a. and $. la. 2 C^-, 6^ 
17. Rev. x8. 4. John 1^. xp* and 17. 6. ji£ls z, 40. and i5>..9>» 
Phil. I. y. j1£1. 2. 41, and r;^.4. 2 C<?r.8, f, with many more. In the 
-proof of this matter we might be copious, but that we ftudy brevity c 
The diligent Reader knows where to find this theam^ at large treated 
of by learned t/^infi»orthy BartletyCotten, R^g^^^y &c. How do 
the Minifters of England acquit themfelves, in refpeA of this Soleihii 
Appointment of the Lord.? alas! who fees not that they are in theix 
pra^Stice at open defiance herewith, have it in derifion and conteoflpt, 
making no difference betwixt the Holy and 'Prophane> admicting.per« 
ior\%ledcaftivehjthe'DevUzt\i\%m\\y xhti of enlj blalf heme the Spi-^ 
rit of the Lordy and deride its effedual opperation in the confciences 
of men, in^^ their Society i Are any too vile (except fuch as truly 
fear God, and delire to prefs after HoIinoTs) to be admitted by theai 
into their Communion ? I^ not their Church-State (fo unlike is it to 
the Inftitu tion of Chrift ) a very Babelj a Din of Dragons:^ and Hold 
of Uftclean^Beaftj ^ 

3. That be hath entrufted therD^fo called and united together, with 
P6wer, and given them Rules for the due and right exerting thereof, 
for the catringon the Worfhip of his Houfe, to chufe Oificcrs over 
them to a<^ in the HolyThings of God for and to them (of which more 
(hall be fpokenin its proper place ) to admit JMeixibeis, excommu- 
nicate 
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ikicittOSeiiitffyicc^ aUWbichvvetinclihuiiog.fQtth in. biightncft: 
11 thy eBfuiiig Scripturcf , A^.i. 2<).. andif.j,;. and 1^.2^. zCar. 
^. ip. ' Max. 18. 17^ I C&r. 54. Do the prefent Miniftcrs of Eng* 
Idni confoimunto this Infticucion of Cbxift ? nothing iefa ; is there 
any thing like this in the whole oeconomle invented and piaAifed by 
cbeoi? do they not to the utmoft of ^heir power, Ubour to break this 
Bond of Chrili afunder, caft avfay this Cord from them, by ftirring 
up the Magiftrate to petfe(;ute by Fine5> Imprironmenis, Baniih- 
tnent, See* the precious People of the Lord, that deiiie to be found 
in the pra£^ice of this Law of Cbrift, branding them with the odious 
names of Pha/totUkjy SeHdrUs^ Schlfmmckiy &^. 

4» Tbit the Odicers of his appointment are only fuchas tbefej 
'fAfi$rsyi^4cb^fi Elder Sy D^Mcmts^ Miiows or Hilftrs: Who as 
they areiti one particular Congregation! fo they have not any Lord- 
(hip or^ordlyAuthority over each other, being all Brethren, Ef^d/. 
4. II. Rom. 12. 7. and Id. i. i Cor. 12. 28. Phil. t. i. i Pet. f. 
1, 2, 3. A^s tf« f. and ly. 2. and 20, 17. and 28. 21, 2*8^ i Tim^ 
5 chof. and f .^^ 10, 17. ThiaLawof Chrifl fo clearly revealed in 
the Sciiptuiie, they are fo far from fubjefling to, that they have nei- 
ther the name noi tiling required by him therein. Set up other Of* 
ficers and Offices, u if in open contempt and defiance of his Autho- 
lity ; of which it may righteoufly be faidi HiiU m no time commanJL 
tbem^ neither dU it -ever enter into his hearty fo-t^do. 

;|^. ThatthcfeOiiicers be<;hofenby the common Suffrage of the 
Church of Chrift, and folemnly fet apart by Fafting and Prayer, this 
is evidently comprized in theenfuing Scriptures, Alls i. ly. and 6; 
J, 2, 3> y. and 14. 23. and 1.231 26. and.p.2d, 27. In conformity 
whereunto,we find the Saints for many centuries of years after Chrift^ 
in the peaceable poffeiTion of this their Priviledge and Right. 

Clemens in his Epiflte to the Church of Corinth] p. jr7. faith, Ottr 
Apoftlesalfp kpenhjenr Lord Jefm Chrifi^ that contention will he about 
fifr^ ii4iRrr ^ Epifcopal-Charge : Therefor e for this reafon^ having re^ 
ceived a fuU tredeterminmion^ thej confHttUed fnch as vnre forenmmated^. 
and in their mftrnSive difiribution^delivered • thitt if the j were negligent ^ 
ether ofreived men fhould receive their mimftration^heing oT^dained bj ikem^. 
or in the mean time by other choice wsen^ all the Chttrcb cdnfenting there* 
unto. Yea afterwards, 

Let feme one ^meng joUy Ingenime, MerclfnlyfUted with Love^fpeak^ if- 
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tlirou^mPiiaiinj ^tUCMtmiin^ SchifmSj^ I w»Bdef4ri : Of wbiilh 
if joH are mlbng^ Ijreturn dnd wiU id tht things apfeivfed by the AfnUi-^ 
wii. Wherein be fully afferts the Piiviledge of the Cburcb ox Peo- 
ple of Chrift nz *re pleading for.^ And af cerwards^ during the raiga 
of AntichriA, Chiift bath not left bimfetf without a Witnefs, noi bis 
People without Champions to plead their Right in this matter. To 
inftance but in a Tew : That lively Witnefs of C\iu&^ Martin Lmbit 
loudly proclaims,f Ir4( the voice ef the leofle enght not to befevireifrom^ 
the chufingofEcclefiaftiedUferfons .^ And long before him^Cj/fridn (fiho 
lived about two hundred iixty years after Chrift )f ay es, PUh «j^« 
ijnensy &€. The Feofle that obey the eomnuuuls of God^ ^ fear btm^ 
ofight tofeparate t hemf elves fiom a wickfd Paftor^ ft^^^£ the Peofie thet 



fflves chiefly J have either fewer to choofe Pafters that are worthy^ fir to rg^ 
fufe tbofetnat be unnorthy^ Cypt.Efifi.6i. asd tells us plainly,. 7&ir 
this is bottomed upon the Amhority of God : That that is a jnft and Usm^ 
ful Ordination which is tryed by the judgment andvoiceef. aU^ viZpibat 
fear and obey God. Of the fame mind long after, was Francis Lmo-^ 
hardyiht companion of Luther in Germany^ in the Preface pf j^i^^ Book^ 
entituled, Ths Sum of Chrifiianity^ who fayes. Verily ^very Parijk 
ought to have his proper Bifhopy the which flfould be chffen by the Pe^fle^ 
and confirmed by the Commonalty of every Parijky who If they fworvat 
one jot !or tittle from the Dodrine of the Gssfel of the Kingdom^ f^ff^t to br- 
depofed by the People ; and fithers morefit^ to be fUHe/l by t^h^m^ ■ /lj^ ia 
chap. J*, of tltt faidftopk, hc:profe£yes>7^/^4t 'tis tbemtfi.fr jevomcf:imi^ 
and by no means to befuff^ed^ that many ebUdrtn of perdition do deprives 
the People ef God of their juftXighe and TitUy viz. w chufetbimaPafijor. 
Peter Martyr in his common places^refers the cbuiipg and ^{tdtioa of 
Minifters to the People as their undoubted Right: To v^Fbom we oiay 
joyn Hi-BuUinger^ who faye^^ Thai the Afoflles exercifed. not Tyranny in 
tke Churchy in ordaipng CMinifiers without the confent of the ^tofU. 
Bullin. Decad. j*. Serm.4.Tir. i. i Tim. %.' Gualter alio upon^& 
1^25. faith, Tbittbofe that profefs the Goi^ handle the mdter as evU* 
as the Monks and Popi(h Bimops, in that they refiore not again to tba 
Church the liberty of chufmgMini fieri y which by Tyranny they tpok^froteo 
them. Of the fame mind ij Z!MU)ipx CaLviny Be^My Danaus^ Tilemos^ 
TyndaU (the Martyr) with many others^ as Mr. FoXyCartwrighty Mr. 
^acob^ &c. We cannot omit the famous Cafe of the United Brethren 
ei fi0i&#mf4% who coQclttdiog the whole Papacy to bo. purely Anticbri^ 



iiiaa; CouW not allow of the Ordination of their Minifters by any in 
communion with it, And yet bring perfwaded of a Qe<e(rity of con- 
tinuifig that Ordinance in a. way of fucccfiion, fend fomc to the Gr^el^ 
and Armenian Churches ; who returning with diffatisf ad:ion^ they 
thereupon commit tbemfelves and. their caufe to God, andchufc 
Elders from amongft themfeives,and by Failing and Prayer folemnly 
fet tbtm apart to the work of the Pi eacfaing of the Go£pel. To thefe 
many more might be added. The pra(^ice pleadedfor (as is evident) 
is as antient as the dayes of the Apoftles, and theficft eledion of oi;^ 
dinary New-Te({ament Officers, continued in the Church till after 
the dayes of Conftantine^ when Pride and Tyranny foon biought all 
things into horrible confufion, upon the pretext^ Decency and Or- 
^er ; yet in the worft of times have the WitneiTes of Chrift born their 
Teftimony hereunto. What fay our Reverend Fathers and Minifters 
<Axbit<3mxtx:\koi Englitni to thefe things? have they not an equal 
fefpeift to this Appointment of Chrift, as to thoCe before infianc*d in ? 
is tnere any thing like it almoft,pra£lifed by them, in this great con- 
ctrn» of feparating perfons for the preaching of the Gofpel of Chrtft ? 
\$ not the libei tv of the Bmbrtn and Churches of Chrifty as much m 
lies in them, woolly difannuUed, and broken by them ? have they 
aoy fuch call to the Miniftry ? do they at all value or efteem of it ? 
are they in the pra^iceof the Primitive Churchy or of the Reformed 
Churches of this day, in this matter ? is not the print of the feet of 
the old Stmmpet of Romiy the bloudy Perfecu tor of the Stints, the 
cunning Devifor of a new felf-invented and whotiAi WorQiipy. to be 
foley found in the paths, they are in thisinatter traverling.? and can 
fuch be accounted as the fubjeds of the Kingdom of Ghrift^ and .^ 
real owners of his Authority and Power ? To thefe, many other In^ 
ftimtions cf Chrift may be added» which they fubjedi; not. to. What, 
ihottld I mention 

6. That Royal Command of our Soveraign King and Lawgiver^ 
X which the profound, felf-philofophicaliy wife, but indeed foolij(l^ 
and unlearned Dodors okhis day^wreft, to the countenancing of the 
diforders and confufion of AntichriA (darknefs fo grolf that it may be 
felt) thttsil things he done decently aniinerder^ x Qox^XJ^^^o.viz.. chat 
the Saints may prophefie one by one^ and ought to admoniih, exborr,: 
and build up one another in their moft holy Faith. Ren^. 8t %6, Zc 
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iC^;i2.if» & 14. 12,24. ^P*^/.4-J>7,iyrXtf. -^ff.a. 42, i?M^ 
if..i4. E^.f.i9, Col.1.16. iThef.f.i^i 2TbiJf.}.i$. HiKi. 
13. €0 which might be added the frequent examples of the Saints, 
intheOldandNew-Teftament, xCkroH.i7.T^%^9* J^ t.ti, Mdt. 
j.i^. LHkf4.i6. jUl^t^^if. iC^.i4. 24M34. aod the prafktce 
of the Primitive Church, as witnefs Ori^r/i (in his Epift. to detfmm.) 
7Vrrii///>»( in bis> Apology) Jmfiitt iM4rt}r ( in his Apology) and 
manyotheif. Yej, 

7. What, ihbuld I mention that grand Inftitution^F this Sove- 
taign Lord and lawgiver, that nothing be offered up to the Father^ 
but vvhat is of his own prefcription ( Divine and Spiritual, mtbouc 
aiFe6)!ation of Legal (hadows, (J0ib«4. 34.) of worldly pomp, or carnal 
excellency, 2Cffr.i.i2. & 2.17. iCw. 2^12. &6.13.) iC^.12. 
28. Ifa.ji.zi. Jam.4,.12. MM.if.6^9. Hei.i.f. 1X1wf.13.33. 
& 12.33. Jer.7'31^. Numb.if.i9. Diut.iz.i^ 4,^31. It'sevident 
the prefent Minifters of En^Uni coniform not to the Orders and Ordi- 
nances, Chrift,as the greatl^rophet and Lawgiver to his People, hath 
appointed them to walk by ; and therefore really difowa the Kingly 
and Prophetical Office of Chiift?. 

But perhaps to thefo things, fome may fay^ Thif$^€ hrfmsltmat^ 
ters^ gooi men dlfftr simoftgSt tbimfelves htrein. 
To which we anfwcr, 

I . That they are part of the Inftituted Wbrftiip of God ; the Or« 
dcrs he hath -left bis Children to conform to, hath already been pro- 
ved : to fay,that any part of'the inftituted Worship of Chrift, is a 
fmitllmaturyis no fmaU' derogation to the Wifdom of the Lawgiver 
that gave it foFth. 

d. What if it Hiould appear, that tsfmaU as thefe things feeoi to 
be> they are the great Grounds of the late Controverfies of God, plea- 
dedwith t^ireand Sword inmoft of the £/ir^4/ir Kingdoms? this 
may perhaps a little ftay fober perfonsfiom fo raih a coiicki(ion,tbat 
thefe ztc fiudll matters : Aferiou^reviewof the late Contefts of God 
in the Nations, with the -coniideration of the Grounds and Rife of 
them, will toferfons of fobpicty, fufficiently evince the ttuth of the 
Suggeftion-* 

3» As fmdU matters as thefe ha^ been (everely {ntniAied by the 
I^ord : . be is a jealous God, and itands upon PH»Qilh*t (if loxuty fo 
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cati4im) iBhisWorfliip; beoceUthatexpr«(fion,r/rjixriii^/#re/r 
tbt Lerd^ ftrbiisa jiaimiG^d^ Joih. 24.19. What ftould I mcn-^ 
tioDch^ afepf &u44i, 2Cbr. z6. 16. of C9r4^^J)^biu$ aind ^MU. 
Tdm^ NMmb«x<f. of tuHnby whofe fio lay meerly in, vvhofe jud^meat 
was iiogly upoD tbif foot of accpunt, iiis not fedcing the Lord afcet 
the due ordcf ^ tChrw. x;. x3« God coms&ands that when the Ark> 
wasren[K>ved^.il0iould be covered by the Priefts^tbat Qoband touchy 
it, tbat it bei^anied upon mens (houlders^ Nnmk^ 4. 1 1, i;;, whkiv 
Order was violated, when they bro^ht 'it fptn the boufe of Ahina^: 
4^ 'twas Uncovered, and upon a Gart, after the manner of the £- 
gl^tidns^ I Sam. 8.7t for whicl^breach of Order Vi^^^h is flruck 
deadt 

4. hsfmaimmits as thefe, when once commanded by the Lord,. 
are of that force, as not only to deface the w^Ubeing, but to overturn 
the true-bein^ of the Worihip of God. Take one pregnant inftance 
herein* The Lord commanded the IfroiUtes by Mof$Sy to bring their 
Sacrifices to the place that he Ihould cbufe, and offer them there ; 
which in it felf was but a circumAance of place ; yet all the Sacrifices ' 
offered elfewherc,were a Rink jn t^e noftrils of God,and not accoun* 
ted by him as any Woiihip performed untoiiim. 

^. .But the Objeftion is altogether impertinent ,% we are not de« 
bating the greatnefs of the fin, out the truth of what is charged upon 
the prefent Miniftets of England : what we have ' mentionedi are ei<- 
thcr the Appointments of Chrift,or they are not -nf th^y ace, (as^hath 
been proved) the prefent Minifters conform to them, or "they do not; 
iff they d0 not (as nothto^ more fure)^rheyxonform not to the Orders 
and OrdUiances Chrifl hath left his People to walk by, (which is the 
thing in debate) and therefore really*deny his Kingly and Propheti^- 
calOfitce. 

As for what is added, that good men differ amougilthtrnfelpcs in thk. 
matter^ it's of no more weight than what went before : for, i. 'Tis 
not at all to the bufinefs in hand. 2. -Tis poifible good men may for 
a while do that which really enwraps in the bowels^f it a denial of 
the Offices of Chrift. We fliall not deny but fome of the Minifterf 
of Englanimzy be fo in the account of God . 3 . That good men dif- 
fer, is an Argument of their Ignorance and Daiknefs, which though. 
in fome cafes it excufes- 4 tanu^ yet not a toto i It may alter the de- 
gree^ never the nature of the fija. 4. 'Tis falfe, that good men pref. 
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c 3* ; 

(ing after Reforoittion, indthe reltttutlon of the WorAiipof God 
according to the Ptimitivc Pattern, do differ couching the fubftance 
of the things infttnc*d in s Were but the pride and pallton of mens 
fpirits a little moie allaied • and they difentangled more from tAeir 
felfilh inteieftsy a greater harmony fvould appear amongft them in 
thcfe matters* But f ly,as was faid. The particulars inftanc*d innate 
tommanded by Chnft,or they are not ; if they are (as hath been pro- 
ved ) doth it in the leaft difcbarge perfons that conform not to them, 
from the chaise they are impleded as guilty » vU. Nonconformity to 
the Laws of Chrift ; that good men cuffer in thefe matters (#. f .Tome 
good men tr anfgrefs the Laws of Chrift, which is fure no part of their 
|oodnefs, nor any warrant to juftifie me, in the doing of what may 
mcngthen their hands in fuch a Non- conformity ) 

CHAP. V. 
Afecond Argument icmMJhmngj that the frtfent Mimfiers of Ev^gUnd 
deny the Prefhetical and Kingly Office ^Chrtft. That they emtty ftth* 
mit andfubfcrihe to Orders and Ordinances that are not of Chr$/i*s rf- 
vealing^ froved by the indttUion ff 14 Particttlars. An OijeElUm 
anfwered* That they efwn Lgv^s and Infiitmions^ contrary to the Imm 
filtHtions of Chrifij froved^ ty the indn^ion of 10 Pmknlars. A 
id Argument^ frovtng their denial of the Offices ofChrifl^frodteced. 
That there is no other Head of the Chtrcb bm Chrift^ froved. Ob^ 
jeHions anfwered. 

THat the Minifters of England deny the Kingly and Prophetical 
Offices of Chrift, and therefore are. not to be heard, but fept- 
rated from,hath been aflerted, and by one Argument, proved, in the 
foregoing Chapter: To the further evidence whereof, a few things 
more are to be offered in this. 

Argument 2. 
Thofe who own, fubmit and fubfcribe to Orders and Otdinancet 
which not only, arc not of Chrift's revealing, but contrary therew 
unto, do really deny, and oppofc the Prophetical and Kingly OflSoe 
df C hrift . Ba t the prefen t Minifters of England do own, fubmit aU'd 
fubfcribe to Orders and Ordinances, that are not only, not of Cbrift'f 
revealing, but contrary thereunto ; Therefore, 



The m^jor ( or firft Pjrppofmoii) is beyond exception : If M^owir 
ing^fl^bmUang and iuUciiinng. to Oi deis^^nd Oidinu>cei^ thai^rei 
Dot on^ly^ Qotof Chrift's rcvealingt but contrary thqIfi^nto^bc)>Qt f$L 
denial (tf his Kingly and Piodie^ical Oflicei I muft prpfc^, I k69 w 
not wbtt is. Suppofe the Chief Nbgiftr^te oi MagiAratec. of • Na« . 
tion ihould ^ve forth a Declaiation of their will, touching, tbif, or 
that other copcip^Pi^ weie jK>t {>eflons Nan«-aonformi(y >thereuBta. 
( fuppofinglc; to faie y^ac lies 4tfitbijQ«the vtir|pbof. their Aathpi icyj and 
power to command) andmay xighteou% be exa^d qi them, t^hofe 
Conformity is thereunto required ) a (ilentbppofition of theii Aiitbo* 
Kity> but (houid any prefume to givefotdi Laws of their owoi with- 
out the leaft ftamp of Authority upoft themi yea contrary unto the 
Statutes and Declarations of their GoVertiours, would- pot all. con-r. 
cludb that tbefe peflonf and theic Abettors were guilty of Rebellbn 
againft their Rulers, and did really deny the lawfulneCs of their- Au- 
thority i This is the prefent cafe, if m,txk (hall be found traveritng . 
paths, in the po{&nion and piafUce of Orders and Conftitutions that 
are forreign tp the jEdicfts ofChrift, yea contrary thereunto, diall we 
not as ration^ly conclude that thereperfioAS are really ^oppofers of his 
Soveraign Authority and Government? dbubcteflr.fo \\ 

' Tis the mintr (or (econd Ptopofition) that may be under fufpition 

amongft fome^ viz». That the prefent Minifters oi England (rhe very 

beft of thejn)do own,fubaxitand fubfcribe to Ofdert andOirdinancesv,. 

that «[e boitonly, not of Chiifta r^vealing^ buti0fttriry there^mto : 

In Atf bidt tWo.tbiQgs MXt incambest upon us to" pfolVe. A i . / 

. I; TiuEt the prefent M4niftertor£ifj^;7iido(6wii, fubmit and fub« 

fcribe to Orders and Ordinances, that are not of Gbrift'a revealing. 

This being a chargC) as to matter of FaS^ the produ&ion of a few^ 

Partial lara, that lie neat at hand,^. for icacatififaHtton> willgi;ve tc 
tfpeedydifpajch; ■"'" '.W ■••' . • ;.\ >•.. .-: ^^\\ "- } 

I • They o wnv . Cubmit atid & bfcriW t4[i the Oxderi^ 
and pf6ces,'of ArchbiOiops, Bi(hops, Deans, Arch* Esclef. Ciums 
Utacoas, with many others apperuining unto this Cm. 7; 
JHlgrMrebUj as Orders needfiil and neceflfary in the 
Church of Chrifl^ and «romifeibbjediGo and. obedienee unto theot 

2. Tdbqrown, ^and lubmit (Cmm^ 4-) to a* Cyturgy,^ or P^tdGbripc 
fofoiof Worihip, devifed by men, and impofed fiolety by tbur Att^ 
thoKiity^. to whickthey tie tbemfelves^ neiiber dinuniihbg, nor ad- 
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diiig any thing In the matter oi form thereof. 

3 . They own^fuMiit^ft engage fo tonfotm to all- theOrief f^Rltef 
and Cerem6nieij prercribed in che'faid B6ok of C#Mxi#ff-.iPr4;rr^ (C^V 
36. ) (uch z^hmiM itt ihNamof JESUS, uRn^ the Crofi in Bdftifm^ 
k^itelifia Mfthi Lards Suffer {^)x^^ fire do not, fome ivould 

fay, jmilU very flroHi ^ thiPofl^ LtUiH, ^nJtishmcnifegbintmhthtf 
adcrdtioM of thiir Bnaien^gisJi ) ifitariltg the Surflice^ f^^. 

4.:T*hey own 'thaitfht'Op:^ vfaDmc^i^ the firftfief tr iepn tp tht 
Mim/hjf,<(^X^in. 32; 5^. ) ^ vfbicb they 4Kn u [ubmi mi fnlffcrih^ 
kef ore ihijdrtmidi Prieits. 

f .* That fio ferfoH be admttei to ex found the Scriftme^ though juigei 
worthy of the Cure of Souis ( as Aey I'peak, Can. 49. ) mthout Lhenfc 
fiomtho BijhipthereUntK - ' 

tf. That theft 1^ fime Uvsful tJVLlniiierSj vAiob are no Predchers^ 

(an. 49. 57 J 

7. That theft unfreaching Ministers (Czn. ^7.) may lanfi^fuiy aimU 
mfter the Ordinances of Baftifme and the Lord's Suffer. 

8. That ferfons refufing tohatve their Children Buftifed^hy fuch dumb 
Minifterj,0r tMive-the Cimmunion from them, worthily deferve Excoso^* 
mnnication if theyjhtllferjift hereim ( Can.; yy.) 

9 . Thdt Confirmation by Diocefan Bijhofs, is an Ordinance of Cod. 
(Can. do.) 

vo. That it dfjuftains to the Office of Ministers to Marr^. (Can.da.) 
I x> Thatjhe Bi^Ofefthe Diocefimaj lawfully for a whUe^ fuifind a 

Minifter from hu Miniftiyi for refsifing.to Bury the ^ead. Can.tfS. 
li. That ^t is not lawful for Min$ners to preach or administer the 

Communion in frivate houfes^ exceft intimesofnecejfity. Can.7J. 

1 3 . That no Mim/ler may- lawfully apfoint or kfef any folemn private 
Tafis^ or he wittingly frefent at any of tbemy mr hold any meetings for, 
"Sermons^ in market Towns or other places; which ifhc'do^- and ferfn/ere. 
therein^ hemayUwfsdfybcdefofedp'omhfs Mipiftry. {Cm.JZ.) . ' 

14. That Miniffers ought to be diftinguifhed by their Vefiments mni 
Affarely as Gowns y Hoods j TiffetSy Square-CofSy and in their journeys^ 

Cloaks withjleeves (rif/W:Piicfts Cloaks.. Can. 74.) with many more 
' '^ rikM might te added, ta.iAfhicfa^e Miniftcit of England itc to fubj 
:fcribe,^ And awn as agreeable to the Word of God, before their td- 
miihon inea' the Miniltry according to the 3 8th Canon EccleaJiaSHcaf^ 
Areany of tbeCe Ordinances and Conftitutions of the appointment of 

Chrift? 



Chiift t' when, ot where were they InftitutedDyhioi ? that thefeare 
potts fet by the Lord's poftsy aad thxefliolds by his chreftiolds, (o£ 
which the Lord 'complains^ E^k. 43. 8.) who fees noc ? That the 
prefentMiniftcifs of.£;jf^/^i?^ do conform and fubfcribe hereunto, 
cannot be denied, and thence an owning fubfcribing and fubmiccing 
to Orders and Conttitu dons that are not of Chritts appointment:, is 
evidently evinced. 

Obje6t. Ifitbefaid, That though thefe Canons^ and Conflttutlo^M 
^wnci bj the Miniflers of England,^^ not fuja^, tohe found In the Serif* 
jureofthe JftflitutionofChriJlinfonMny words y jet kj confequence thej 
may rationally he deduced from thence : As wher eitis- commanded^ That 
all things b^ done decently and in order, i Cor. 14. 40. which 'tis the 
dtttypf the Church to wake Rules and Confiitutlons about ^ which when tt 
bath done^ it is the duty-of every Son thereof y to own^ or fuhjeH tojwithou^ 
quefiioning its Authority. 

Anf. That there is any thing of monaent in this Objc6lion,thoagh 

their t/^tA;&i in this matter , and that which they are upon every 

' turn producing, is eafily demonftrated. The whole of it being 

built upon as uncertain principles, yea upon as not<>rioufly falfe fup- 

poHtions, as ever obje(5^ion in fo weighty a cafe was built upon. 

I. 'Tis fuppofcd, that Chrifl hath not determined in the Scrip- 
ture, how the Affairs of his Houfe fhould be managed with decency 
.and order, as well as commanded that they be fo i which is, i. No 
fmall derogation to the perfe6lion of the Scriptures. 2^ To the Wif. 
dom and Faithfulnefs of Chrift, debating of him herein, below Mo^ 
fis^ though the Scripture in this refpe(% prefers him before Mot* 
3. Diametrically oppofite to the Scripture inttanc'd in, which &itiSs 
as a two-edged Sword to cut the throat of their caufe, in its ap- 
proaches thereto for fliclter : Of which take this brief account; The 
:Apoftle having in the beginning of the chapter, prcft the Church of 
' Corinth^ to fottow after Spiritual GiftSy but ef^ectaUy that they mght 
frophecy • the liberty of the Saints therein being fully affertcd, and 
feveral dire^ions thereabout given, he condemns their diforderly 
praiftife, in refpcft of this important Duty and Privilcdge> ver. z6^ 
and gives diredlion touching its regular performance; and this he 
doth^ firft,, generally, ver. z6. Let all things be done to edifying^ 
which with a little alteration he re-preffcs, '^^r.40. Let aU things be 
doneiictntly and in order. Secondly, Particularly, by telling them 
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how tlitf ovgBt to mtntge tbts imtir^ ib k nkj 6f Tkctnty^ Ordir ud 
EdificmioM ; wherein ferertl Rules tfe c^fi^ited^ too toUg i6 be 
here infifted on, at in cafes of §^^d(pig in dn mikjioi^n Tomgut^ foy. 
27,28. of frofbeffiffg kjtwovr tbm^ ver. *p, 30* of the imiis ^ 
Women with refpeft thereunto> ver. 14, ) jr. thtt from hence a power 
invefted in the Church for the binding of the confciences ^ men, 
touching ceremonies in Wor(hip^(hould be regularly deduced, is tbe 
firft-botn of improbabilities and abTurdrtiies. i. , ^imt fpeaking 1^ an 
infallible Spirit of Prophecy, advifes^^the Charch of Cm;9fA, tb§t mil 
things he done dectktlfMHi inoriir I therefore perfons tbacbive not, 
pretend not to fuch a Spirit, may of their omi heads bind our coiifci>- 
isnces by Laws and Rules of their own in the fervice of God. a. PmI 
doth not onely tell them, that Mi things em^ U te d^nt decent^/^tnd m 
^ydery but tiifcovftrsto them, wbtre$nthae decency -mid Order Im* 
therefore the Church hath power to determine in this ^mjRfer, ^r^ 
fuch Non-^fajmwirs aswill not in haft be made good. But let tbis^ 
be granted, fuppofe that 'tis the privtltd^e anddutyof theChurdi 
to make Laws and Comfti cations, for the binding of the confciences 
of inen ih macttrk of Decency atrd Order ; thi& Qiurob herein i» 

bounded by the Scripture^ or it 
^ Learned Mkccevim inJoc. cem^ ts not : Kit be f bounded by the 
cMf.%i.p.%li. faycs, Lrjrx/tr- Scripture, theft when it hath no 
cUnduhi^niuj$idletnre detent re^- prefaiptien therein, for its coju. 
fts EccUfik'jHht leges in vertboDei mtnds, its liot t& be obeyed^ Md 
jW^r/^f^B. The Lawk be ttWs you ft Wt arc where wt were befof e^ 
"pjrch tte Govcrtroulrs of the that Dccehcy andOrde^ is to be 
irch arc to judge, iate fuch -is determined by the Scriptur^e : If it- 
are prefcribcd in the Word of be not'bounded theiby, tbeii'wfeat- 
G OD.. 'ever Ceremonies ^ ilitroduceth, 

toot d ircftly comr ary t)iereu nto, they ttiuft 
tfefrfbj^fted tO; w!iicbiK># fair an itiltt it is to the wliole F^inig^tclg 
"Pofifh IhventionsyiUho fees t)ot ? yet were this alfo yielded them,^ey 
were never a jot nearer the mark aim^ed at, exteptltcan beprovfed, 
that fuppofing a power of introducing Ceremonies tobe invefted iti 
the'dburch, thence a powifribrtheiaftitution of ftewOifd^ 
Orditianc^^p^thbdnrroductng of jy^^ii&m^, '^mjh ittd fuperftitiow. 
^tiSActi tn the Woriliip of God, niay 1>e evinctd : And ytt fliould 
^ thiS'be yeeldbd tbciA^ MM of WbkkiviU&ty be febk^t>ioifeto^ 
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the woildf end ; how will i)icy nunlfefti thofe toicfly Comtxundi 
and OHliiHtutiooi arc tbe Conftitutions of a truly-confticut^d Church 
of CbiU^i (a ftrong fuppplidoii beicof is tbe ^fwv ^iS^Qr ot tbe 

Erefent ObjcftionO aod yet fail they in tbe making good tbeir ground 
erein : who fees not thit their plea hitherto itnpleadedi (inks of it 
fdf? vvbat il it then they mean ny tbe Church, whofe Kuem^ fo^iu^ 
we are without difpliting to fubjedl to? is it the National Church of 
EngUni } But; wberf find tb^y any Mational-Church of the inftitati- 
mof Cbrift, in the O^conomie of the Cofpel ? how prove they that 
the Ctu^b of Effgiand is fo } Yet (hould thU alfo be granted, where 
tre the Conftitutions and Laws of this Church, that we may pay the 
homage to them a^ is meet? when was itaflTembled Wir^ vrrt ia 
^e fame place tpgetberi in its fcveral 

Members freely to debate, (i Cor. 1 1 . f Afaccavitu in /^« ^om» 4f- 
20^ ic X4.93.) and t determine what fend. dcAdi. f. 8di. fajr^s^ 
laws and iQonftitutions were fit to be Conditio tmi^qu^ reqmritMr 
^bderved by them ? If it be faid| That in Miaphoris ffih4c^ ^nod b^e 
{bis if hot requijitf it is enough thzt it t^ou dehcant introduci in Ec^ 

%t affembled i9 its feveral Omcein, oc dofam^ nlfi commm fonfenfu 
ftich «s ihaji be chofen by tbeir Offi. SccUfu^ Aftf 1^5', Things in^ 
cars, whofe Laws every Member if difmnt^ beteltf you^ ougit 

hoiifid to be obedient to. We aafwer, not to be introdacod into tho 
^c thefe Officers are the Church, or Cbitrch^ bm h '^^ cmnfon 
tdiey are not j if they aie not (as there con[$m thereof^ sc finding to 
if nothing more f«ie ) I owe no fub« A^fts ly. 
)9&ioA to their Laws or Conftitutions, ^ fj^ 

it being pleaded that 'tis theCburcb that hath only i)ower in thif fl||t- 
ter.i if they are the Church , let them by one Scripture pipve they 
are fo i or, where the true Officers of a true Church are fo called, 
and 94'Nonim faith but of ligvm to them, 

t ■ J>nm ttivebo fidejis tro. 

Y« except this alfo be yeelded them> there if nothing of mooient in 
the Ohje^ion produced ( It remaipeth therefore that the prefent Mi- 
nift(tift«f£iyf/^if,fui>mitt, #wn,andfubf^^^ Laws andConfti- 

tutioaf , that ate not,in any fenfe, of Cbiift'f revealing, and therefore 
^ppofe the Kingly & PropheticajLOflS^ of Q^ix^. But this is not all. 

. adly. The prefent Mipifters of Efsgland do owny fiihmit^ and fub- 
fcribe to Laws, Conftitutions and OldiniMAces, that are contrary to 
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the Revelation of Chiift, whence an&ppofitton to the Kingly and 
Prophetical Office of Chrift may rationally be concluded.* This al- 
io by the indudion of a few particular inftance^, will be evinced be- 
yond exception. 

They own and acknowledge, 
1. That there may be other Arch-Bifliopj, and Lord- BiAops ir^ 
the Church of Chrift, befides himfelf : which is contrary to iFet. 

1. That men may, and ought to be made Minifters, onlybythefe 
Lord-Bifhops : which is contrary to Hr^. y. 4. Job.io.i^y, & 13*. 
:3LO, & i4.<J. -45.14,23. wither. 3, f. 

3. That Prelate?, their Chancellors and Officers, have power 
from Chrift to catt out of the Church of God; contrary to Mat. 18. 
id, 17. iCor.^./^. 

4. That the Office of Suffragans, Deans', Canons, Petty-Canons, 
Prebendaries, Qyerifters, Organifts, Arch-deacons, Commiffaricsj 
Officials, Parfons, Vicars and Curats, are lawful and neceflfary to be 
had in the Church : evidently contrary to i C(?r. 12. 18, 28. %om. 
12.7. Efh.^. 1 1. The Officers inftitutcd by Chrift arc fufficient for 
the edification and petfeAing of the Saiiits, tillthey all come unto a 
perfeft man, unto the meafure of the ftaturc of the fulnefs of Chriftj 
wr,ia,i3, in what fenfc the fore-mentioned, beingnot one 6f them 
of the inftitution of Chrift, may be owned as lawful or iieceffary, 
without iti high contempt of the Wifdoni and Soveraignty of Chrift^* 
cannotby fuchdullpetfons,asmy felf, -beconjefturcd. That any 
otbBks fee them any way ufeful to the Church of Chrift, may be im- 
puted tofuch a fliarp-fighttdnefs as Was that of CaimC^lig$Ua^ to 
whom, when he enquired of f^uilllusy whether he fawhim not imbnu- 
cing the Moon? 'twas anfwered, • i'- . . '1 . . / ., 

y.. That the Office of Deacons in the Church^is to be imployed in 
publick Praying, Adinini(*ration of Baptifm, arid Preaching, if ticen- 
fed by the Bifhop thereunto. Contrary to Jl^.6. 2. £pfr.4»ii. 

6. That the Ordinance of Bre^Mg-Brtdii or the Saerdmtnt §f the. 
Lords SHptcr^ may be. adminiftred toohe ^toiie; as to a' fick-nian 
ready to dye : which is dianne'tricaliy oppofit to the nature and in-* 
ftitution of that Ordinaire*, xCtr-.io,!^, & 11, 33. ^l/^ir. 26, atf. 
^(3.2, 42. &207. •:; 
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7. That a prcfciipt foim of woids in PraVer, a €i^remQm6u^,pam - 
pous Worfhip, dcvifed by Man, and abufca to Idolatry, is according 
to the will of God, and may lawfiiUy be ufcd under the-New-Tcft?- 
ment-difpcnfation ; contrary to /ifoMy. p. 8c 28.20, J^;^ 4. 25. 
JDcut.i2.i2' Jer.ji.z6, Rom. i. 26. 1 Car. 14,. if ^ 

8. That wicked and ungodly perCons, and their Seed, ar? lawfuljl 
Members of the Churchy and if they confent not wUjiingly to be fc(| 
they may be compell'd thereunto : contrary to;P/k/.ijo. 3, AH.z^ 
40,41,47. & ip.p. 2C9r.6. 14, 17. & p. 13. 

9. That Women may adminifter the Sacrdment ofBapifm : con- 
trary to iC^r.r4,34. iTlm.2^12. Mmth.zi. f8, ip, 20. Ephef, 
4; 11. 

io. Tha: the Lord^s Sf^ffcr is to be received k»eelittg, which is di* 
ledly oppofit'to the prafticc of Chrift,. in che firft inftitution thereof; 
il/4?^i4. 18, 22,25^ and pofitive precept, as being what hath, an 
appearance of evil in it (being a geliure ufed by ihc Papfjls in the 
adoration of their Br^^^»-.^^<i ) i Tbef. $. 22.,asalfo to thepjajftife 
of the Churches of Chriftior feveral hundred years after, to th§ time 
of the invention and introduftion of the Popifli Breadeft-goi. Not 
to niention its contrariety to the judgment and praftife of moft of the 
reformed Churches (if not all ) at this day. What (hould I mention 
theConftitutions and Canoris before pointed to, wherein 'tis for-, 
bidden ^o any to preach, nQ.t licenfed by the Biftiops thereunto,, t(Jf 
Marry, or eat Flefli at certain times, with many more of the like w^ 
turc; all . directly contrary to the Soveraign Edicts of Ghrifl> and 
feme of them evident characters of the lart <layes Apoftates, ttim* 
4. 3. fron^ whom Saints are warned by the Lord, to- turn afide^ yer^ y. 
Thcfe we have produced y carry yx -und^ni.abie -evidencei with tbem^ 
that the prefent Minifters of Sftglaiul.do.owrij -.fubmit arid fi^bfcribe to 
Orders and Ordinatices^thsit ?re contrary-to the revelatipii of Chrift^t' 
and therefore deny bis Prophcticall and Kingly Office. To tit that 
hath hitherto been offered in this matter, we fliall yet adde^ as a fur- 
ther demohftration of the truth . we are i& the difquiiition of,. 

■;■._' ArgumefU-i'.^, , ,. '-,../."■•.. 

Thofe that acknowledge another Head over the ChUrch befidc 
Chrift, deny his Prophetical and Kingly Office : but the prefcht Mi- 
fteri of Enfflani do own and acknowledge another Head over tha ' 
Church befidc.Chrift : Therefore. 



If the afferdoA cCaooihei Kio^in En^MMijthti u the Head tbere^ 
of^ hath poff er of making and giving forui Laivi to the firee-born fub- 
jefts therein , be a denyal of his Kingly Authoiitv (as no doubt tt is) 
the m4J4r (or firft Propo(itian ) cannot be denied^ If Cbiift be the 
tlone King of bis Church (as fiicb) be is its alone Head & Lawgiver: 
If he hath not by any Statute-Law eftabli(hed, any other Head- 
ihip in and over nis Church, to a^ in the holy things of God, fiom 
and under him, beGdes himfelf; who fees not the aifertion oif fuch 
an Headihip, carries with it a contempt and denial of his Autb^r 
t y ? if there be any fuch Headfliip of the inftitution of Cbtift, let us 
luiow when and wheie it was iofticured ; whether fuch a Dominion 
and Soveraignty over the Subje6b of his Kingdom, with refpeA to 
Worship; be granted by them to any of the Sons of men, abfolutely, 
or conditionally : if the firft , then muft the Church' (it feems) be 
governed by perfoni) cafting off the Yoak of Chrift, trampling upon 
his Royal Commands and Edi^s : for fo it's poffible, it may fall out 
tbofe that attain this Headdiip may do ; as it's evident nuny'IHipes 
o( Rome (the great Pretenders hereunto) have done. If the fecond, 
let one ieta be produced from the Scripture, of the inftitution of fuch 
an Headftiip, with the conditions annexed thereunto, and we Aatl 
be ib far from denying of it, that we (ball chearfully pay, whatever 
fefpe^ homage^or duty by the Laws of God or man,may righteoufljr 
ht expe^ed from us. But this will not, we humbly conceive, in hatt 
be performed; and that becaufe, 

1. The Scripture makes mention of no other Head, iui and over 
the Churchj but Chrift, Epb^i. 22. & 5^. 23, 29. zCer.xx, 2. 

2. If there be any other Head, he muft be either within^ or with^i 
out the Church : The latter wUl notbe affirmed ; Chrift had not fur e 
fo little refpeft unto his Flock,as to appoint Wolves and Lions to be 
their Oovernours and Guides in matters Eccleftaftical , nor can the 
former; for all in the Church, are Brethren, have no dominion or au-* 
thoiity over each others Faith or Confcience, Lnki 22. 25*. . 

3^. If any other be Head of the Church but Chrift, then is the 
Church the Body of fome others, befides Chrift ; but this is ahfurd, 
and falfe, not to fay imf^ous and Uafphemous. 

4. There was no Head of the Church in the Apoftles dayef, but 
Chrift. 

. . J.. If any be Head of the Church beikfe Chrift, they either have 

their 



tbdr HetcUhip^ froA an otigioal lieht feated in cbemfelver^ or tif 
<k>nation hotn CbriA* To aflert tbe mft^were no i eft ibah iriafphemy ; 
if the fecondy let them (hew, when^snd «rhtre,aod how tfaej eaoie to 
be tnvefted in fuch a iright^ and thii controrcTlie wiii be at an end. 

<^« He that ia aflermd in ScriptuFe to be the Head of tbe Churchy 
t$ faid to goveroy feed, and nouii/h it to Eternal life; is*^ hex Spoufe 
-and Husband, 2 Cor. x x. 2. In which fenfe,none of the fons of dien, 
ene or other, can be the Head thereof ; and yet of any othei Head^ 
tbe Saipture is wholly filent. But of this matter thus far. It cannot 
by any fober perfon be denied, but an owaing of a vifiUe Head over 
the Church, having power of making and giving forth Lam, with r&- 
ixSt to Worlhipi ( fuch an Headihip not being of the Inftitution of: 
Cfarift) muft neecb be a denUl of bis Soveratgn Authority and Power* 
That tbe prefent Minifters of EngOtni do own tod fiibmit to iuch an- 
Head(hip,i&ttndeniable: witnefs ttieit StiUaiption,Qach,Conformity 
in Woruup> to Laws and Edi£b, made and given forth by tbe fons dt 
tBSBj as Heads and Governours of the Chi\rch ; which are not oaely 
forratgn to, but ( as hath been already demonftrated) lift up them*- 
felves^ in oppofition againft the Royal Inilitutions of Qirift. Tfcds 
being matter of fa6^ the Individuals charged herewUh, muft either 
acquit tbemfelves, by a denial of whit they are impleaded as guilty,., 
or prove that what they do, is not aiminous, but lawful to be done. 
The former being iod notorioufly inown to admit of a denial: 'lis^- 
tbe litter mtift be inGfted on : w^at is therein c^r^d, is Jiextiy to be. 
confidcred. This is that fome fay, 

Obj . I . That thej ack^tovfledgc whether Htai befidc'S Cbrift^ csinnot ln» 
4fdii$ ienlti : hm the Hwidjhif owned mtd ackpoxfilU^ 9j ti$m^ U:ai$' 
Jff§^fhifo»l fender Chrtjf. To which weanfwer.* 

Affftp, I. Buttbi)sHe2dO)ip i^eiiherofChrift's Appointment, ct- 
'tis not ; if it hz, let it bs (l%ewa where it was rnftitutedby him, and 
(iiA We J[^'S) this comroverfie is at an end : if it be not,tiK: Atfertion- 
of fm^ an lleadiihfp, even in fubordination to Chrift over his Chur- 
ches as (udi, hinders not butperfonsowaitig> fubmltting theretmto,^ 
4fe 'guilty of denying the Kingly Ofllice of Chrift. 2. The Head(bip 
)>1eaded for by the Church of Jliome is no other. 9. Ttsnot fo as itt^ 
{Mrehmdtd, they own an Headdnp tbat is not in ril trtiiogsfubordinate 
to Cbrift, having a Law-making and Law- giving Power touchisi^. 
feiUinrfOfii-dC ¥^ibig|^A«t neves omc i»tobiil)ieasf|.anreflaclf- 

a&aunft' 



againft his Appointments, as hath been proved* 4. One Head in 
Tubofdination to another^ doth as really make the Body a Monfter, as 
two beads conjoyned. ^ If it be faid, 

Obj,2. That the Kings oflfrael were the Heaisyfuccejftvely^oftk 
then Church; ani thgrefsre a vifible Headjhip over the Churches ofChrifi^ 
in the Nerf^Teflament is lawful. 

We anfwer, i . That betwixt the Oeconomy of the Law and Go- 
Ipcl, there is a vaft difproportion; many things were lawful in that 
day, which to do, or fubjcd to now, were no Icfs than a deniaji of 
Chriftcome'in the fle(h. 2. The Kings of //r^r/ were Types of 
Chrirt. 3. That the Kings of T/r^ir/ were Heads of the Church, is 
falfe. God was its alone Head and King. Hence their Hiftorian 
faith , their Government was e«i6?«7i«, and when they would 
needs choole a King, God faid, they rejected hlm^ to whom even, as 
to their Political Head> a Side was paid yearly as a Tribute, called^ 
The Sicleof the SanBuitrj. True indeed, as they were a Political 
Body, they had vifible Political Governouis, who when they ceafcd; 
their Polity was at an end; but that thefe had any Headflbip over 
them, to make any Laws, introduce Conftitutions of their own fxa- ' 
ming in matters relating to Worship, will never be proved. 

C H A P. VI. .. ' 

A fifth Argument againji hearing of the frefent Miniflers «f England 
advanced. That tbej have the char oRers of falfe Prophets upon them 
manifefied in ly Particulars. 

Argument 5. 

THofewho have the characters and properties of /^/^ Prophets 
and Priefts upon iheni, are not to be heard, but feparated from : 
But the prefent Minifters oi England have the chafa^fters and proper- 
ties of falfe prophets and Priefts upon them. Therefore. 

The major (or firft Propofition) Hands upon too firm a baps^ to be 
quickly remiavcd : nor will any attempt fo to dp, Chrift having 
charged his to beware of fuch, ^f^. I^ to take heed that none 
deceive them, Mat. 2^. 4, y,23,2472lj. not to believe every fpirit, 
but to try the fpirits, becaufe many falfe Prophets are gone out in tbe 
world, I J**.4. 1, not to receive fuch into their houfes, 2 Johm^io 
,ii. to watch againft them, -4S.2o;2p, 50,3 1, with much more that 
might be faid (if needful) for its jcopfirmation,i$ 4 ftjfficient evidence 

.of 
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xX the truth thereof. But herein the parties litigant are at a peifeA 
agreement. 

Ti« the w*W Pr opofition that is judged by fome to come (liort of 
t fuflfcient fubftradion, v«,. That theprcfent Minillcrsof £;3f^/W 
have the properties and characters of fahc Prophets and Pricfts upon 
them. This we doubt nor, by a fcrious obfci vation of the charailcrs 
are given of fuch in the Scriptures by thcHoly-Ghott, will to any or- 
-rfinary underftanding be made exceeding perfpicuous and evrdent. 
The fignal Cbaraftcrs of whom are^ 

1 . That they run before the; are feat ^ Jer . 23 , 2 1 . that a Million 
■fiomthcLordis of thecffenceof a lawful Miniflry, that whoever 

wants fuch a Miffion, is no Officer of Chritt, but a falfe Prophet,and 
Miniver of Ancichrili, may hence rationaily,at leaft by way of analo- 
-gy^ be deduced, is evident. Which alfo zxzAly accords with what is 
aflerted by the Apottle, Rom. 10. ly. That the prefcnt Miniliers of 
€nfiaHi want fuch a Mi(1ion,hath already been demonftrated, and we 
(hall not aSnm agere. In a word, when it ihall be proved> that they 
have received their Authority from Chrift,either immediatly or me* 
<iiatly,from any rightly conftituted Church of Chrift,or by fucceflloa 
from the Church in the Wildernefs, we (hall acknowledge them to 6e 

■ the Minifters of ChriA, and look upon our felves as obliged to pay 
them all the honour and duty, that as fuch, we are charged in Sci ip« 
cure to do : But if they have nothing elfe to plead lor themfelves but 
what is ufually inftanced in by them, a fuccdlion from the Church of 

' Rome : That Apoftate Church having loft her Churchlhip, and therc- 
ivith,all lawful power for the fending forthOfficers into the Churches 
of Chrift,we (hall not fear to fay. That they are fuch as are cbara<^e« 
rized here bv the Prophet, perfons that run before they are fent. 

2. That they commit AMtery and walk^in Lies^ Jet. 2 $. 14. Which 
fione as I^ver yet met with, interpret 

-literally of corporal Whoredome and *In an old Tranflatlon of the 

Adultery, but myftically of fpirituall Nevf^Tefiament^ dedicated to 

Adultery, a departure from the pure EdifztdthcCth^tbejimhcr 

' Wayes and Inftitutions of the Lord in thereof in his Notes on Mar, 

■ Wor ihip,to the*Devices & Inventions 21. fays^hey which in their 
'of men ( a .fin ufually in the Scripture U*f/»/7?r> and Preaching dq 

cxprefled, for the nature and greatnefs othermfe than God hath conor 
r of ir^ under that notion, Jrr. 3 . 8. Ez^k* manded them^ are no trnc Di' 
^hl7. Rev. 2. 22. which is alfo in fciplesofChrift. 
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Scripture called a Lje^ Ifa. 28. ly. Amos 2. 4. J^Air 8. 44, The 
whole Worftiip of Antichiift being patch *d upwithfuch dirty loven- 
tions> is fo called^ 2 Thtjf.z.xi.) That this cnaraAer alfo dotn rightly 
appertain unto the prefect Minifters of England^ the beft of wnom^ 
do in (he fence of the Spirir> in the forecited Scripture,cominit Adul- 
tery^ and walk in tiesj bath already been proved (and more hereun- 
to iliall afterwards be fpoken ) [ 'cwere well if upon fome of theoi it 
had not a literal accomplifhment ] which of the InAitutions of Chrift 
have they nor mixed with (heir inventions? From how nuny hiye 
they gone a whoring ? U not a grett part of tbeit Worfhip drops of 
the Whores Cuf of FdrmcMtion^ and (hreds of the great lye of Anti- 
cbrift ? who that hath foberly and unbiaffedly cocfidefed of thelc 
things y but muft acknowledge it? 

} . Thdt t hey fircKgt heft the hands of evilAeers^ that fiottg dcfh rttetrm 
from his mrXedneji^ Jer. 23 . 14. That the prefent Minifters of Eh^^ 
Undy really do fo, is capable of an ocular demonQration : perhaps 
they do in their Sermons reprove fio^ thunder out the Judgments of 
God againft tranfgrelTors of bis Law> as auich as any ; but alas ! wbtt 
is this, to condemn them in the ftate wherein they ftand, withourre- 
pentance, to the pit of Hell in the Pulpit ; ana by and by to Smut 
them in the Chancel, and tell them there, without exception, that 
the ho6jf^^( Chrift was broken for them, bis Blood flied for them ? 
Oh how maoy millions of fouls are and have been hereby hardened 
to their own undoing , and had their hands ftrengtbened ia wickect- 
nefs ? what (hould I mention their admiilion of the Children of til 
Co Baptifm, without exception, their owning them as Chut cbrmem- 
bers, yea, die they never fo wickedly, as Brethren, of wbofe jtjfml 
RefHtreiiien they profefs they have d fmre ^nd certsin hope - thereby 
proclaiming their undoubted perfwaiion,that they are a People in co- 
venant with Cod ? not to take notice of the tenible reflexions, ttd 
uncharitable cenfures are publickly by them paft upon men cruly fear- 
' ing God, becaufe they cannot conform to them: How defperateLy 
are theisands of the wicked hereby ftrengthned ? So that none in^heed 
doth return froth his wickednefs : How rare a thing is it to bear of one 
foul that is brougbt over to God by ail their preaching ? fo that vifi-- 
bfy that Judgcaent of God feems to be upon them, ver. 32. therofort 
they fhull not a$all frofit this Pee fie. 
4. Thet they fr^fhojie placentia, fmooth things^ e^c^rding to tbo do^ 
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JiriSj timpirs and lufls ofmen^ t9 the flt^fing of wUm they adilSi theffit- 
fflviSf Jcr. tf* 14- "d ^7. 9. Ezck. ij. 10, 11. juid 22.28. What 
vifiblc lineaments of fuch x frtmc of fpii it, arc drawn upon the faces 
of that. Generation of men, vconcerning whom we arc now difcour-* 
fing? Have they not been of aU others ( lamnowrpcakingof fuch 
as tic look'd upon by Profeflbrs, as men of the greateft parts and ho- 
linefs ) the moft ready to ftrikc in wiih^ preach up, and plead foi 
what was moft luitable unto the fpirits of fuch, upon whom they have 
had a dependancc : 'Twerc indeed well for them, could they in their 
prcfcnt ftandwjg and pradifc acquit themfelves from that fore crime, 
ot fiekj9ff topti^femen^ which if they do, they cannot be the Servants 
ofChrift,.C?^. i.io. 

5. That thej are greeij'Dags^ that cam 

nevet have inofigh^ ani loe^. ^^^^J man f(^ In a Traiflation of the N, 
his gain jrem hteqaarter^Kt.^^/i i^feeking T. dedicated to Edvf. 6x\x 
Miferving themfelves in their Miniftratien the Authour of the Notcf 
Ezck. X3.ip.Mich.3;j',ii. That herein on chap. 10. fayes, m 
there is a perfeft harmony betwixt thefe mujl preach thcTrutb mtb 
falfi Prophets and the prcfcnt Miniftcrs of om mny reifeU of reward or 
Etfgfand^ cannot be denied : WHa t means gaines. They therefore that 
elfe their frequent Ca/ls^ from places of preaeh fer their hUiesfaks 
tefSjto places of greater value j their ga- or preach after the fre-^ 
ptng and greedy deiires after pr^Hcrment ; fcriyt ofman^' are not the 
tbevexiitionis thejr put poor men to, that Difciples of Chrifl. 
ttnnpt in cbnfcicncc pu t into tbctc mouths, * 
preptriog War a^tinft them? 

6. That they fadden the hearts ef the RighteoMSyBitk.ija^z What 
iiecd I cum Ifide to make application of this to the Prophets of this 
day ? )wfao that is feriouSydotb not experiment the truth thereof in his 
own foul ? to fee the: Name and Ordinances of God prqihaned, the 
Cereihonics and Inveotibtls of- man fiabjcAed unto, bv ftich as prie-^ 
tepd to.be Minifters of Ch^ifti' would make an heart of none to bleed; , 
much more thofe whofe hearts tre niade tender by the Lord. Tbofe 
ofour Brethren that as yet attend upon their Miniftry, will tell us, 
they ai^e tronhled^at their Compliance and Conformity^ all that look in 
thdfcaft^afccrfeformation-, fay> ^heycould wifhitvpere othervptfe \ fo 
that thii chata£{er alfo is vrlibly ifpon them. ' 

• G 2- 7. TbM 
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7* That thej mix the fVori of (joi with thur * Driamf^ Jcr. 23 . ay, 

29. So do the prcfenc Mioifteff of 
* The Notes on Matth.28. in the EngUni^ as hath been proved. 
forefiui TrauJUtioH are^ Hire do 8. That thej como im Sheep clea^ 
all Preaehers learn what they things having the herns of a Lamby 
fhonld teach ; nothing elfe hm but are inwardly ravening fVblves^ani 
God's fVord ; nothing elfe hmt that JpeakUke Dragons ( i, c% pretend CO 
the Lord hath commanded them : ibe Holinef and' Meeknep of Chrift, 
Not their own Dreams and Inven- and Saints^ but are inivardly full of 
tions. Raven and Cruelty^ yea terrible inr 

x\it\i Edi^s znd Laws^ ftirriog up 
& making ufe of the Powers of the world^to perfecure^kill ic deftroy. 
the Saints) Mat.?, i $.Rev. 13 . 1 1 . (which /r^0»i Beafi is no other (ban 
iazfalfeProfhet^iSitniiotitd Rev. 19*20. as might eaiilybe-dtnoon- 
Orated ) As face anfwers face in.a Glafs, fo do the prefent Milsiftert 
of England the Falfe Prophets there fpoken of^ Are not all the Perfe*- 
cutions, Imprifonments, Slaughters and Butcheries of th&Cbiidceii 
of God,that the firft Beaft hath exercifed upon the Saints for this 1260 
years/o be charged upon this Generation of men ? yea, who do more 
eagerly prefs a rigid Conformity { not only c^trary to the Kings 
Declaration from Breda^ and others (kice publi&ed by himy'but aUo 
( as is thought ) to his natural temper, and the inclination and bent 
of his fpirit ) though to the infringing of the Liberty^the Baniflimentt 
the taking away of the Lives of the Saints, who love Ti^itb and 
Peace, and humbly beg, That they may be fnffered for the TriteUetbet 
fay (as in the Dominion of the Grand Seignior they ztc) in fmotnefi 
to forve God according to their perfwajions, 

^. That they fat no difference betwixt the Holy and ^ropbanOy Ezffk. 
2 2.2^.. Do not even the Mini Aers of England the fame ? Arenot Al 
thtix djear Brethren and si fi^^^ilx'v\r\gi^^c^^ though Drunkaidg, 
Swearers, Adulterers and Adukereflfes? &c. Arenot^aswas faid, 
the Children of them ailiidmbt ted to the Font, and they themfelves 
to the Lord's Tabic ? Is not the Childi^eiis meat frequently given by 
them unto Dogs, and the holy Ordinances prqfiituted tal^ polluted 
by the. wor ft of men? . V ■ 

1 o. That they exerclfe not pity to the weak, bt^n fcattored sheof $f 
Chrifij norjhew bowels in their recovery^ bm with Forehand Crtteltyrmio 

overthemy £zck. 34. 4. One would think the former part of the 

chapter 
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chapter, were rather an Hiftory of what is pra^^ifed by the falie 
Shepherds of this diy, than otheiwife : fo peifed an Agreement if 
thqre bejiwixt their praftice, and this Prophecy of the Lord. Thpy 
tejii us 'tis ^ur wealuiefs and didemper that we conform not to tbtir 
ll^orlhip; that we arc perfons gone aftray : We profefs to them, 
that we would not give way to Spiiitual diRempers, nor ftray one 
ftcp.from the wayes of God might we but know it j we would thank 
any to convince us of our miftakes, and reduce us to the true Sheep- 
fold, if we are gone aftray : Do they feek after us • in a fpirit of 
tendernels labour to convince us, and carry us in theit bofoms> like 
tender Shepherds to the true Fold? whatlefs? with force and cru- 
elty they rule over us, threaten us with Excommunications, Impri^ 
fonments, Bani(hments, difpoiling us of what God hach gracioufly 
given us, yea, condemning us to Death : in all which (through tbc^ 
Grace of God)- we can rejoyce, though th^y thereby abundant/y d^-^ 
nippftrate, that they are the fuccefibrs of the falfe Shepherds here 
fpokcn of. VVh t fhould I mention, 

II. Xbatthejcpweupoutof the Earthy Rev. 13,11. areraiftdup 
by flfiei\ of carthly.fpiritj and .principles," ^ 

12^ Thaf the/cxcrcifi phe. power ofthefirfi Beafi^ oi make ufe of the 
Civil Power for their fupportment, vcr. 13. 

13. That thij makg an Image to the Beafi^ v. i4,!r J!. (/. c. ereft an 
Ecclefi^ftical State of Goyeinment,in a proportionablenefs to, and 
icfemWance of the Civil State.) 

.14. l%at tbcj cofffpet aiunjjiirthi penalty of IXeathyto rvorfbtp or haw 
down to this Image of the Beafiy C^r Eccleftaftical Gbvernment, in iti 
Courts, Canoiis, Laws, and Ceremonies devifcd by it) v. i y. 

ly. That thej compel all to receive amark^^ either In their right* 
hdnds or foreheads ; Cc(;Tti\)[pt openly J one way or other to acknow- 
ledge fubjeftioq untQ this. Beaft, without which they niay neither buy 
not CelJ, beirigciit off i from t|ie^utjcb, by their Excommunications, 
for their ftul)Qrnncfs, v.itf, Xt. ^' AH which Characters of x\ififecond: 
Beafi (or falfe Prophet) be thatruns may.reade upon the prefent Hie- 
firchy jaiid }Ami&ry<i England* It remaineth then that the prefeat 
Miniiters of f^j^/W have the ChajraAers and Properties of the falfe 
prophets and Priefls upon theddy and therefore are not to be heard^ 
tmt feparattd (rote. 

CHAP. 



CHAP. VII. 
Afxth Arcument Mgalnfi heari^ijr the fnfent Mimfiers ^ England, ffV' 
fofd. Of the [cvnal forts ofldoUtry^^ that the Mlmfters of BngUttd 
are hereof guilty ^jrovei. An ObjeUlon anfwtrei. That thefreftnt 
%Mimpers 4fif In Divine things bj vertMe of d fewer redtvei from 
Idolaters ^iiffer ufd fVorJhip ahnfed to Idolatry^ mth the Rites and C/- 
remonies of Idolaters. That the Romifh Church are Idolaters. OhjeBU' 
ons ^nftvered. 

Argument 6. 

THofe chat-^xi^uilty of Idolatry, Saints may not have communi- 
on mth (much lefs own them at theix Teachers) but ought to 
feparace from them ; But the prefent Mlnift^rs of England are IdOi- 
laters. Therefore.. .' 

'The Major (or firft PropoHtion) will not be denied, becaufe bot- 
tom*d upon exprcfs Commands from Chrift, i C^.y. ii. & lo. 14, 
2. Cor. 6. 14, 18^ Before we defcend to the confirmation of tbq 
Minor (or fccond Propofition) we (hall crave leave to premife ;Thai. 
Idolatry may be coniidered under a threefold o6ri6b.' i. Moft gro^ 

and abfurd Idolatry, when the creature 
* 3?^. M. Maimonides de is wor (hipped terminarivcly- thir^fcir 
Idolat.^.2y}y&c. Otferves are guilty of, the //r^r//«/ jbf old wor-. 
that never any Idolater was (hippedpot the Calf termidadvely, bur 
fo filly as to think^that an /- God in it*; .therefore they Vrc faid to* 
dol of woody fione pr menal^ proclaim a Fcaft- to Jehovah,. ]E*#i. 32. y, 
was a God that made the ^dly. Somewhat more refined Idolatry 
Heavens and Earthy but (viz,, in refpeft of what we but nowia- 
through, them all Idolaters ftanc'd in) when we ofier up any wor* 
intcfti to Tforfhif Cod. (hip 01 homage^ proper and due to Qod' 

only, hjofe^ any itutwii^ as the Melif^ 
urn or Reprefentative of God : Such V![^'the Idolatry cf Ifrael iri the 
Golden-Calf, Brazen- Serpent, &c.'^bs thiiate theSvnago^ue of 
Romoy amongll all the comoinations of men in the worlds ttton emi- 
nently guilty. To this Head may be added^ i . The aiicription of t^e 
Godhead to any creature, as to Herod^ A£ts t2.)ti. .2. Theiafcrib^ 
tion of the Properties of the Godheadto afty crcatfare; ']% -iThe 
worihipping of God in any other way than what lie hath preJTcf ibed : 
which air that write upon the fecond Commandment fay, is the Ido- 
latry 



latry thettin for biddeo* 4. The Oblation of Woifliip 01 Scivice to 
God> that hath been offered op to Idols, fox which there is no pre- 
CciiptiM in the Scripture, jdfly. Moft refined Idoiatry, when the 
iKarc^o^s forth in defiles after any thing beyond what is limited by 
the Lord, 01 truds and relies on any creature on this fide God. 

In the firft fenfe> there are (as was faid) few or no Idolaters in the 
world : the Pdptfis come as near thereunto as any, praying to the 
Crots, the Virgin cMary^ Saints, Angels, &c. exprefly affirming* 
that the Virgin tM^rj may be woifliipped with that worfliip, which 
they call Cmltm Latrid^ which yet they fay is due only to God. 

In the laft fenfe there are none but at one time or other may be 
faid to be Idolaters ; the hearts of the beft of men too too often going 
forth too far in def^res after, and fecret dependance upon, things be- 
neath the Lord : which yet they are watching and warring agalnl^,^ 
waiting and longing for the day, in which they {hall be compleatly 
fwallowed up in the will of God. 'Tis in refpe<^ of the fecond parti* 
cular, before inftanc*d in,that we aflert the pxefent Minifiers of Sng-- 
Ismi to be Idolaters : to the proof whereof we now addrefs our 
fdves. 

Argument x. 

Thofe that worfiiip the true God in any other way than he hath faid 
he will be worshipped in, and is prefcribed by bim, are Idolaters : 
But the prefent Minifters of EngUud worfiiip the true God in ano«- 
tfaer way,tfaan he hath faid he will be worshiped in, and is prefctibed 
by him. Therefore*. 

The A/n/W- (or firft Propofition) is evident, from this fingle Con- 
fideiatton ; To woiihip the true God through falfe mediums is Ido- 
latry, fuch u fo worihip him are Idolaters ; (this muft be fo, or elfe 
there is little or no Idolatry in the world, nor ever was : The Athe- 
mims (and other Geotiles) wor(hipped the true God^ for they wor- 
shipped him whom ^^ decla)red to them, even that God that made 
the world, 4cis 27.23,24, yet rK>ne doubts but they were Idolaters^ 
which thev cannot be charged with upon any other account, than 
their worihipping the tme God through izlitmeJ^ms.) But to wor- 
ship God in any other way than what is. of his own prefciiptipn, is to 
frorfiup him through a falfe medium. Therefore fo to woilhip him is 
Idolatry, arid they that fo woifliip him a^e Idolaters* . 

The Miuar (01 fccoad Propofition) vUi. That the pre^t Mimfters 



^ 5^ ) 
oi En^Und^ worship the true God ia anotherfviy than he hath faid 
he will be wordiipped in, and is prefcribed by btm, is that which is 
denied by fooie ; nut the truth thereof^ we doubt nor^ wtirtotbk 
unprejuaiced Reader be beyond exception evident, fiom the eo* 
fuing demonftration, ^/*. -f 

Thofe that worfhip God afcer the way of the C§mm9n'Pr4yir^B99k ^ 
worfhip hitn in another way,than that he hath faid he wil be w6rfhipi: 
6d in, and is prefcribed by him : But the prefent Minifters tAEnglanA 
worfliip God after the way of ths Common^PrMjer^Bosk^: Therefore. 

^hz Minor (or fecond Propofiiion) cannot be denied, their fnb- 
fcripcion before they are admitted to the Miniftry, together with their 
daily and conftant practice, are fuflicient evidences hereof. 

As for the Major Propofition, That to worihip God after the way 
oiihtCommon-PrMjcr^Bookjf is to worlTiip him in a way that is not 
of his Appointment, i. Let any lliew, when, and where, fucba 
ftinted^form of Service was appointed by Chrift, and this part of the 
controveriie is at an end : fure we are, there are not the leaft foot- 
fteps of fuch a way of .Worftiip to be found in the N^w-Teftamcnt,- 
no, not in the whole Book of God (whatever is pretended by foois 
touching Lyturgies (in the ienfe we are rpeaking}amongft the people 
of the JcvfS]) no, nor yet was there any fuch a way of worftiip tnougbc 
of, much lefs impofed, in the Hrft and purer times of the Gofpel, 
for feveral centuries of years, after the dayes of Cbiift and his Apo* 
files. In the Epiftles of the Church oiSmjrna (about the Martyrdom 
of PoljcarfKs) and of the Churches of Vienna and Lyons ( concerning 
th eir Perfccution) in the Epiftle oiClemens (or the CburcH of Rome) 
to the Church of Orintb^ in the Writings oi Ignati$u^ Jafiin Martyr^ 
Clemens^ TertHBian^ Origtn^ Cyprian ^ and their contemporaries, there 
is not only an utter filence of fuch a thing, but AfTertions wholly 
«Tur«T4, and oppfit thereunto. TertHjUan fa yes exprefly,7/bwr//«^i. 
cientes Chrifiiant^ manibM txfanfis^ qnia innacuis^ capitc nudo^ quia m» 
erHbefcimtUy deniq^fine mon$tcrej qnia defeSlcre vramm. Af$l, cap,^oi 
The Chriftians in thofe dayes ( he tells us) looking towards Hestvem 
(not on their Common-Prayer-Be^s) with their hands fpread abroad^ 
C^r. prayed to God without. a ^/^^iV^r, becaufe from theii heartf;- 
^And trt feveral places he teftifies, that they praifed God in a way of 
Prayer, and Thankfgiving according to their abilities. Indeed C/mL 
Mw dt SainSti And /'4ffi^/iM^( two Popifh Divines) tell us of Lycur* 
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gies cbinpofeGl by ihe Apoftles, Jamcf^ E^er^ and Mitrl^i Of P€Ur\ 
jRn4 (^4ri^'$. Cardinal vB^^M^ binifelf, oo(opIy cakp^iPo paniffU 
Ur QOticCj rbut upon the ouccer. ctyidemns chcoij as^fiifffjukUm^ftd^ 
§0rlmi<: which chat th^y are, is ^bundai)tly dcmonftrattd.by learned, 
fifwnej^ and no moie need be srdded thereunto. There axe fomc al*: 
fo fathered upon £4//, X^hrjf^fivmc znd Amhrofe^ but as cbefe lived 
about the years 37?) 381.^ 3^2* in which tiaie many c^rr^ipt^oi^ 
baflcrfeptinto cheCbuicbesof Chrift, (bche rpurioufnefs/.tiferi^y. 
as being falfly fatheied upon the perfons whofe names they hear, xna^ 
caiUyhcd^^ondrated : Tis already done to pur hands by learned 
/^icrnexj in his Book De Miffa^U i. chap. d. DMr^^vtm himfelf ( the 
gieat LjtHrgy^mungir ) a^cknowledges. That neither Chrift .nor his, 
jipofilcij uj/d any frefcrihd Forms y bnt the Levis Prayer and the Creed 
(chat they nfed thefe^ be faycs, .bu(:proves tioc, nor wiiJ it ever be pro- 
ved.totbe worlds end) That about the year i^o. The^dofisu Ttbq 
Church being rent by Herefies ) intreated : Pope i>amaffts ( atrwhofe 
ele&ion, though the conteft was betwixt him zndUrJintUyi tyzzconx>£, 
theChurchy there were not fewer than one hundred thk^y fev^.i\P^-^' 
f onS: (Lain ) that fame Ecclefiaftical Office might he madei whiCib wa^ ac;-^ 
cordingly done by Hiereme , and approved by Pope pamafmy aiid^ 
made a Rule. The unlikelihood of this latter part p£ the Story is ma^. 
nifefl : Theedofim was too well acquainted with the Spirit of Prayer,* 
thjin to go about any fucb thing ; had he judged it neceilary, .having 
afliea^bled the great Council of Cenfiantineple^ wbi^rein were noi; 'ie£s 
than an hundred and fifcy per foi)s convened ; Is it«probable this goo^ 
man Theedofiet^jW ould in fo momentous a concern, rather confulc v^th 
one (ingle perfon^than fuch an Adembly as were by his Authority met 
together? andyecfliould this be granted, it woirld not from hence 
appear, that at this time there was any Zt>^»rg; devifed an^ imgofedj 
all that is pretended to, be done by Hiereme^ was. tbf appoi{itmg aiit 
Order for tb^ reading of the Scripturqs, which is another ihkig tq tHe 
impofition of Forms of Prayer in Worlhip. . There is one paflage iQ. 
Seerates bii EcclefiafUcal Hifierjy I.5, c. 21. who lived about the year 
430. that carrying an undeniable evidence with it that at that time^ 
there.wereno Lyturgies, we cannot pafs oyer in filenc::, 'tisthis: 

Jiyleuf44ayi^tL< ivrtri «^7i ; wherein he (<ills us, that a^ongall t^e 
Chr^ians in that age^fcarcetvpo were to befowid that ttfed thpjanf^ wards 
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ik Prsjir. Not to tife the ^ekdgr in this difquifi tion ; Though one 
piirt'cif the Ljtnrgj was hot long after intfoduc^d by one Pope, fend 
another part by afnotbet, yet tiWGrtgmes time ( who to the honour 
dPX;^»r^wb!eitrpoken, Was the very worft of all the Bifiiopt e( 
jRmif that preceded him ) vix». about (he year 600. was there any 
eonfid^rabie ufe, or any impofing of them ? Yea tit) the time of Vopt 
Hkdridh( which Was about the yeat 8co. was it not (as I find)by 
mUiek Authority impofed : Then indeed the Emperour Ch^trlii chc 
^reat being moved thereunto by the forefaid Hidr/^if ) by his Civil 
Authority commands the nfe of a Ljtnr ^{siz. Gregcrics Lytttrgj^ as is 
thought ) to which he compels his Minifters by llireatf and Puni(h- 
ments ; the ufual attendancies and fupport of Ljtmrgjes ever (ince 
their p*odufti6n in the world. r - 

The fiHin is, That in as much as firft, it cannot be proved (the tbt^ 
trary being moA manifeft in the Scripture ) that any ^^mr// wasen- 
joyned by Chrift or his Apoftles, or in nfe in the firft Cbulcbet 
planted by them. 2dly, It is evident that for the firft four hundred 
yeavs and more after Chrift, there was no Ljturgy framed, nor any by 
folemn Authority impoTed^to the year eight hundred ; it follttWs un* 
deriiably frorh hence, That to worship God in the way of a Lptirgy^ 
or Aimed Forms of Prayer, is to worfliip him in a way that is nor of 
his appointment. To which we adde, 

• 2. That WoriTiip which is an obftruftton of any pofitive duty 
cbatged by Chritt, to be performed by the Saints , is not a Worship 
that is of his appointdent. But this is undeniably tf ueof the C^m^ 
mon-Prdyer-Baok'^orfhtf : Thc:reforc. 

That Chrsfi did upon his Afcention give unto hU CbHrchyOfficersy as 
fignal charafters of his Love to^ and Care of it, will not be denied,- 
Efhef.^. I r. is an evidence hereof beyond' exception. That to 
thefe Officers Hrjf^tf Gifts zn^ QualificJitions, every way fuittng 
the impWyment which he ciird them forth unto, cannot wi(h<Hift 
moft horrid advance againft the Wifdome, Farthfulnefs, Love arid 
Care of Chrift towards the Beloved of his Soul, be gainfayed* That 
be not onely cxpcfts, but folcmnly charges upon thcfe Officers, sn- 
imfrovtmem of the Gifts beflowei nfon them^ for the edification of his BoL 
djy is evidently comprized, and very frequently remarked in the 
Scripture, 2 T/iar. I. 6. iCor. 12. 7. Ephf 4, u. Frov.17^ j6^ 
tnke ip. 20. To imagin after til this, that any Worfhtpihould be ^ 
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tbc if^itvnoocf Cbiifti^bat (hould fiiuc out of doofi liMnntctffitj^ 
the' exercife of the Gifts given.by faioii ^to.be made ufe of in the Co* 
lernp difcharge of ihe Wor Aitp.of hi$ Houfei U fuch an ii|VjpuutioA 
pf folly tobin^ as may not be charged upon any p:rronof an ordinnf* 
ly oapacUy 01 underftaading : Yet this ii lightcoufly to be imputed 
10 htm iaijh Bi^fphiml^) ii (Sit Cm9im^Pr4yir^B$$k^fVirfliif^ be» 
Woiibip of hisipppinffneat :. the execcife of the Gift of Ptayer (t^ 
oi^ntion np cqpre;. being wholly o^cleded hereby. Noi vvill it in t&Ci 
Xcm, t^kf 0& \\u% weight of this Ar^menti to fay, thMtiUmy ii gtMm 
teif^ the exercife efthie Gift before kni after Sermen : For ^ • 

!• The whole V¥o{(hip of God may accordinE to thefe mens prin- 
ct^letf bedifcl^rgec) without any &rmpn at ail i and its njiamfefty 
it isffequenciy fo, atoncMm^ ox other , in moft of the Al&mbiicf o£ 

z. ThoTe their Prayers are alio bounded and limited by theiich 
CoJWf of the Conliitutions and Canons JEcciefiallical. 

3. We had alwayes thought that Chnfth;tving given Gifts (into 
mepi; didi[equire theufeof tbofe Gifn at all times* when evfej^fet* 
ions were called to the performance of that >Bivice;^r which they 
wcredciignpdiy ^yen by liim, byvertu^ of the- fofemv^ioncd Pijc* 
cepts* When Chrift hath given a Gift.of Prayer untp his Children^ 
and charged them to ftir nf the. Gift given ^ani not to ndfkin their Talent^ 
we. had verily thou^r, that whenever they had been called iforth to 
tbe;performanceorth4T>dutyy.-he (fid icaUy intend and expei^ that 
they ^'puld be foundin th|9^xejrcife of the (3ift given^ and fee as yd; 
no reafon to change out appreheniions in this matter^ 

But jdly. The Cemmen-PrMj/er-Boel^fFerlhipy is a Worihip of which 
we, find.no fpotfteps in, the Scripture ( nor in fpme centuries of ye!r^ 
affe.(Cbaft) as-hath alXfeady beeiti demonftrat^d : Whencedf f^ii^w^t 
t^^'ii$tyfot(^^\p^(^,ffe9^hut^^ .which i<^i\9t pnely, not 

0{Chrift'$stppointmcnt; but cpntrarylto the ver^trut-ureof iii/^cutec| 
Wor(hip( as is prpyed in our firft Argument) and to very ma^py Pre*; 
ccpts of the Lord in the Scripfure,£W .20.4^5. Deutj^z. & 12.32^ 
JPrw. 30. itf: Jef.T.ii. MaP.i^.pyiji M4rM.fJ.7f^.. J^ev.zz.iS^ 
The mind of God in which .Saiptures-we bave..exemplifie49.^7^.* ^ P;^ 
i^iy}^4.,Jofh.Z2.io.&i;. JH;.o.24. ;*K(;f^.it^,j[i,,i,CArd;!raXvi3» 

4. That Worihip which is not neceifary iot the edification^ com*-. 
Coct or prefervation of the Saints in the Faith and Unity of the Co- 
' .; . " ' "Ha • fpel 



Tm ^U-tr ■at f-TT Prnp:-^™^; irir Bst bs ot-i-i Tbe tbid 
f;?2«-:iv;ni-fT-t:: his O-fcir'-sf iKii ti; sDiinteaEiiftthECaano- 
ric! '.''rrie trw, •rrriT^.-m n3~lr£ ir »!», *«! wmt re bww (o he 
necsSarv '»: '.wr wi-l= ■x. ;> br T^rue &f !■» iaftircrrss' i« lae eodi 
if^'"! "'^^ "'S ^^ sresi iii ce Crrift is iJi Ge^ptl-AdBini- 

I<"w, i:, 2?^ itsi 14. ;, i, y, 12. if. aCV. ix. ic. > T3i»^. 
J.4- 

f ritioE, coxfon m prcferraiiM of T5t Siictiia tic Fiiii ind 'Unicy 
cfib^Gcfpfl ' «r:a:=v»f iipictencf^ bf it««cs!:Kri ; mfjt'miny 
Hjyes b: dcxDsttisirc. T:e£ oat picfcis: i^na^c: intieid of alf^ 
that will iBakrltexccrt^iisfasic-fcfr. Tr; CbertDM ofCarift foi 
'he fijft f&-i ccn:ui:M af ycirSjir!:: T.rrf* »::^ :Hf Afcmtrin, knew 
Dottr-j thicgof iDch 1 Woiili'p ^ai ziiz. bsen i'ir;i~v cacautfrared ; 
Dot to meotton thfr-Refoimec Cnnrcbeiat :^:$ ^ly, fcwboosir it it a 
pellvtcc^i accnrred, aboxinab^ tbic*} vsi, tsas :bc!e tirft aBd''paTer 
ChuidrcSjfor tis^,CciirolaTtOTi,n,:A of Dcci in=,& Gor^UUDton, 
hitfaetto ttere hjih no[ been inr extant in tb= wotk;, moie Fanouf; 
or Eicclltnr, no nor by T.iny ocgisci ccir.parable re s^raj. Bat we 
fl»H-DOt fonher piofccuEe this A-ci'xer.t ; er-mafc hrfc been faid-to 
<temoriftra:e thit-tht Cwmmw^'mytT^Botk^^^^f is r^tofdieappoiBtJ 
inorft cT^tbc Loid : Theief<iK feed is woifltp iiiictn Lne way ifbexxtXi 
lyorOiiphimip a wiyihnii notof !••« FTcfcrr^'on. Tf tbe' fetmer^ 
h^wltnftanding all ihar-hith been fii,-', !>ei"cA;p!ed by any, We refer 
ihcRitoTrjftj wntrenby^»»rfi7«wni«/, /*. f*w*/, loaTreitife en- 
ntuledji4I>iyrMr/'( caiKirni^^tttmrTtH^i'*firim Prner.hy H.-Di- 
}A. fi.-'thtCiknlhit.Pniytr-lletk^Kirmtju^J^ » alio toaTreatfTe latelf 
piib1iave<J, by a leartred ( but aamel^fs ) Autbor, entitled, A Zhy- 
•eitirft'ifnetriiiitg tytmr^ynuJitutr imfs^i'hm : In which that, matter 
ii ir\ivi\t\ovf\y itid liigely debiied. 

Objeit. Ifionhat hath hiUKito been prmfect, itbe'faid, 71«r 
I tht' LytHrjfie er CMttmtM-PrAjir-Bwik, » «• r/trntut ftr: tf H^Jhiff 
I Ut'iutrfydrotrnfl^tHii^H : Pmytiif^ 'lii imt^ it fmrt wf fferfiiim^ tut 
I ffifji^l '" 'f'" "' '^'" ^"x* ** **t /'> ^^ "ttriy t sirtmmfiMiKt tbtrttf.: 
' dibfrtftrtt ihmikithtrm, tkmtitfrtfmMimiJfin ^ Etigltai 



. X. That many things are ftrenuouflyfuppofed, as the A^i/i/ upon 
wMcb tfae.wc^hc of this Obje&ion is laid, which the Frameis thereof 
kflioivi'fiig xfifhc M f4j&rttafk k^ djsmoqfirate^o ww^ifbeg us ^o^raot. 
unto ^(mt:- Whicbbjsing matteirqf grctf ei nioinent^tbah nvipyj^ie 
aware'Bf, we Aidl not. part with onXuch eafic iioms. '^Tif fi^ppofcd^ 
fidi, *Ehat there are fome things in the inftituttd WorHupof Chii(>, 
that are meerly circUmftances thereof, as fuch. Secondly, That it 
IS lawful for Saints to^pray. in a.Eojnfi^ Tbir<ity>!That Forms of Prayer 
i^^poTed/ ireriiut Acetcircumiiao^es oiii^^^sA^^ a^nd i\o eflentia^ 
paflrisihercof-.'?Foiitthly, That;^i:r<umft«w»cejot Wpt/hipi-as fucfe, 
^nre^notdetet^ned by ihe L^rsiin^be S^ripcure^ but left tp:thewiils 
of men, to deteimlne therein as they ihail judge meet* All unpic- 
ved. <>f ihc.laft v^e have already fpokm, and flriaU not here rcaflume 
the debate thseteof. T<^.cbiiYg the; fiift,. That th^jrjc ^rcf fome thing* 
inrhcinftixutcdWorflnpof Chrift> tbat.ar^qieejJiy Circu;nftances 
thereof, as ftkrh^ yiit crayi:4iberiy to dqny, which till the ptoof thereof 
bciattcmptcdvmtyiiufficc. 'Circun^ftancesinihe Worftiip ©f Chrift 
attending Religious AAionSiaa actions, we grant; but CiicumiUnces* 
of Wori}iip,as fucb,wiU ncvei be proyed : To infer that becaufc tinie 

andphce,. witbfundry.thirigSjPf theliKe nature;ue Circufxiftiincc^ V^^ 
Woiftiip, therefore tneie.ir€{Circui|)ft*PCc? of Wor{hip;a% {%, 

flivoloits iTbbCe things being (^ at tenements of j^ljgiou; ASEions^ 
Gonoimbn to any civil anions of the like nature to be perfpioied by the 
fbsis of men ; no action to be managed by a Community., can be or^ 
detly per forjned.by them, without fuch an aifignment of time and 
. phux : :PlibKck-Riayer,bclnig fotobcinynagpd as a rel\gipuiA^ipn,. 
0atbihcCvrcbisft;m^es jbcfptem^JltioBcd atttendi^it^iind^j^ u^ould 
werck araeiitrivil-a^ion to be performed by a CommunLty,^though^ 
it related not at all to the Wor(hip of Gdcl. 

2.. That 'tis lawful for Saints <o pray in a Form ( 1. «vto tie them- 
felvcs to a Mitten ftkited foiai of WQf (fs in^prayiCf)is noiyet provo^ 
fiof like to :be, 'ciis too laige a fieJi for us to enter into^, nor (1 r^ 
needful to dofotUiitbe proved. That top^y in the form of th^ 
Common-Prayer-Book, or impofed devifed Lyturgiea is fo : yet m 
tr^t/hif^ we crave leave humbly to o£fer| that to pray in a form, as be- 
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foTe eypUioediis altogether wiaifftii, - being, x; Aqttett;btiig:(»f the 
Spiric oC Player* Mljf^* A teftdbring- ufeleff the ^onaticm of.the Spinc^ 
as a Spiiit of Prayer, unto the Children of God. jdly, DireAlyopw 
po(it unto the many poiitive Precept! of Chrill, before infttnc*d in, 
of ftirriog up the gift given to us of God, improving the talents he 
hath been gtacioufly pteafed totnciuft us wichaL 4thlyy Jfitt bd 
lawftit for Saints to pfayimform, 'ristawfui dthef/becaiifistbcy; 
have not theSpirit,dif tnat hating the^pirit,: be is nbt«Qaffidefyt 
help to them - in tneir a{iproaches to Cod : If the firft^ tbef ilte not 
Szms^Ram.i. 9. toaflfert the fecotid, is tittle left than Blafpbemy; 
befide^ its dire^ oppcfition to R9mXi<i6. As for the third, c^w.. that' 
Foim^bf Prayer icnpofbd, arebut meer Circumftaacetxaf V VorOifp^ 
and not pattsf thereof, it ctinnot'beprovttd. . The conitrAEy thereiimD; 
is evident ; that which is made /e^ the condition bf an.A&idnv that 
tnrithout it the A^ion is not to be done, is not a Circumftance of it» 
but fuch ah Adjun(5l as is a neceffary part thereof : But Forms of 
Prayer impofed> ar€ fo made by that their ImpofitionJTberefbre^eiiEi^.' 

Sacrificing of old on the Alcar at the Tabernacle and Temple^ in». 
part of the Wbrdiip of God \ that thoy wdre^o perfornoi this Worflupr 
only, at thofe (places, being once commanded, was not a Qrcum-<i) 
ftance of that Wor(hip, but as real an eflential part thereof, asfacri- 
ficing Vf as. The cafe is the fame here ; Prayer is commanded, (bir 
theWe^6f the&Praydrs, ivhichare as really byvernieof tbatCoinn 
mand^ lUacfe alike parts of Wor(hip/ ^Bitr, 
r 2dly, That the L^rnrr^j or Common-Prayer- Book, is no eflenaial: 
patt of Wordiip^ is utterly denied by the prefent Minifters of tmg^ 
iandj who make it not only a part, but the principal part ( to irhidi 
Preaching muft give place, and be omitted, if they have not timeifor 
both')' yli',^tif^'>£^/if 'of f -the WbtOiip ^ God, which bditag :pai*: 
^mel9;'th^ TJ^pdX'^ they have fer^ed him accept8Uy,::«ilMirt! 
more adS j ' ittd-IForhit ted, i*hatever elfd ift done^ = Gotlis ^ not w or^- 
(hipped at all.. . ' '. i- ■ .. i 

And thus far of the fiift Argument, for the demonftf irfionof what 
Wt jire :ih' the difqitfitibh of, f^f*: That the prcfenti Minifte« b£ 
BnlUni\itn'^bHt6fA r 'The fUm whereof is tbis^ Thofe ^hat wofAtp 
G'dl'te l^iiM^hi'^zYipii^hb'hith -faid ho will be iworftiipped in,'tnd 
K*prcfcnBed% him, .are Idolaters ; But the prefent Miniftert of 
£';!r^//«»i/wo]^(hip God in another way than be hath fard he wilt. be 
•' ■ vlfbr- 



m>Tfiupped it)» and is ptefcribed by him, (c^k. in die my of the 
CMiaioo-Pfiy€»r<.Booky wbicbthat it 4S4iotof.Qiv'in&Pi^£ccipt&ea^ 
bK^ ttceii dcrMtiliniitd) ThefdSortf^-^':^-^^.'' To^ whictimrcaddii) :o\ / 

Thofewbo a&in the holy things of God, bytrendeoftnOdice*. 
Poorer received frotn Idolaters, and oiFer u^ to bim, a Wbifltiip 
tneeily<^ humtne cooipoAtion, once abufed to Idotoccy:,. with the 
Modes tfid Rices 6f IdoUtcriT, ue^uitcy of thcTm o£ lUkA^tty r But: 
tfae prefem Mititfters of £;»jiAf>»tf tOc in the' holy tiiu^s of God,: by 
vetcue of an OfiSce^^o^cr received from Idolatiers> ^and o£kt iip to^^ 
him a Worflxp meeriy of bttmane compofition, onceabMfed toldo* 
latrywitb the Modes and Aites of Idol&tetSv -Therefore-- — 

The Major (or firft Propofition)- carrying a hrightnefs along ifithf' 
It, fufficient to lead^ady One intd the belief of. the truth thereof, one 
would think might be -taken ^ for granted. Two things are averted 
therein. 

I. That fuch as aft in the holy things of God> by vertue of an Of- 
fice^Powcr received frQmIdolatcrs,are themfclvesfuch (atleaftin 
Af^eftof tbaitbeirpffice-Pdwer foreceived by thcm.)iTbat J$rth^ 
haamiPtViitAi were alt of tb<mhIdoUters wcTuppoCe ^It notbede^ 
xix^ : 'Suppefvng fome one or more to hdi in the WorKMp of God by 
vertue of an Oflice-Power received fromthem, were thefe to be ac* 
counted in that refpeft, Idolaters ? it feemeth fo : nor can there be 
the leajft prececfce of rcafon to the c&ntrary : Cef thinly fuch as aft by 
iltveM of Autboiitycommitted tt> tlieai, in matters Ci^U^jftoinRe^ 
bels^ ate equitlly/gtfiky 6f Rebeffibn, <s t^ofefeofh- whom they de:, 
live that -their Authomy; ' The itaft is here fhefame. ' 
"' 'it» That fucb is offer up to God a Worihip mecrly of humane com- 
pofition, once abufed to Idolatry with the Modes and Rites <!^ Idols* 
ters, are Idolaters : If thefe be not fuch, I muft profefs I knpw not 
whotfc/ 'That ihcre are few^ornoniei thatNffoi^tp ther:<hfeatute tet.r*' 
minative, will not be denied, the moft of Wblaters fn rfie wotlA' 
are fuch, upon .the account of their worfhipping the true God 
through Meiiums of their own devifing, with . Ritci and Model that 
never entered into the heart .of God to piefcrtbe. Toafferttbatany 
fliould fymboUie mth Idolaters herein (wboate Cplef upon this foot 
of account fuch ) andnocbeg^iiltyof the fm trf Wolabry," isabfurd 
and irrationaL The Majcr Prbpoiicion then ( as was faid ) may be 

take»: 



taken for grtnted ; Sacb as ^ft in cht bbly things of Gpdfbf irei tu'e a£ 
an OfficchPoivfii roceivod -f lonnr IdoUtcii„ ^dd o&tr i^ co:.Go4i> 
Worfhtpiinscily>iofvhuinaoe coiQpo&ion^ onct £^biH((d ca Id^ltjitryf. 
are Idolaters. Wbschcr tbis.'be iiue of tbe prcfcnt Minifters of 
JEar{2iiiK(y i5ln:tbe nexc place CO be coofidered j of vvbich biiefly. . / 

' I. That tbc Romifh Church ( fo called ) arc Idolaters, their viforr 
(hSp^in the complex thereof, Jdolatry ; mil not (we fuppofe) be d^: 
nicd by aoy'tbit call thc(nCtly^$.Frotifiafus^iiictao& teAioedof fvbom. 
bavcafiercedaodprortedUJoKbc: If any of;our.Aeverend Fathers* 
are of another mind, .>^e ff ould eacri^.t cheoi to-.cp'tiftrue to fh^m-- 
fclves a Copy or two of Verfcs> compofed by Perfons of ; E^ineqcy 
in that Combinatioa of men, and then give us their (txwi thoughts, 
which .are ufually better than chc firft, ., \: ^. . 

: Thujfoineof.ihcm, O fgllx Pmerffrs^ ; ■ ,- 

. . Nffira ,fi4ns. Sceieray ^ 
Jure Matrh' Impera 
Ridemptpri. 
Wherein the Virgin cJWWrj is not only prayed unto, bat Chrift if\^ 
his^.^xaltcd ftajte is fubjedied to her Atirbority ; whi(;h is no^ pQly. a 
fpiceof Id<)l^y; but alfofome of the nioft bouid Bi^fphemy ioiagU. 
nabie^; . Their l^raying to Images^ Adoration of Saints,G^f. is knpwo. 
Take a tatte hereof in the enfuing Inftances; thus then they fpeak : • 

O CrtiM [pes unica^ HoetAJfionis tempore^ 

;. :, .^ugc.pUi fOftftkHtlam:^ Re}jq;do»aveftUm.- ; ^. . . 

l0..whiab,t|vs(fXofsitfelf is inyoca(cd, as cfacir only Hope, to i^oy^ 
pardon uppn thc.-guiUyi patience and conftancy upon the Godly < And: 
who comes not in the leaft Aiort hereof, for Blafphemy and Idoiatry. 
B0nitroH» the Jefuite, Llh^i.AmphUri^l. Hon$rJii, cap. uU. dd Dlvi^^ 
nam HaUcfffemj & Paerum Jefum^ faith as foJloweth .•,... 

Thoma^^deA^Hino ^' Hacireb hie mter^cdltans, intcrque i^uorcri^ ! 

parte Sifm: Q^^.zj,, '. Inter delicias,iibcfls,..8c latctis. . ' 

jirti: (gytSy S^qmiivy Et dico (fi foue oculosfupcr ubsra tendo) 

quod eaiem revereutla Diva parens inamma^ gaudia p&ico tux. 

exhibeatur imagimCbri^ Sed dico ( fi dcinde oculos inWnera vet to) 

ftly & ipfi Chnjio^ cHfn ; A-!! cfu latdiis.^udia malo tui. . . \ • 

ergo ChrifinA adorattir ' Remfcio prenfabo.Ti fas crit ubera dextra, " 

^idoratme Utrie^ conft- JLxva prenfabo vulncra fi dabitur, ' 'I 

Lac 



Ltc matni tnifcer« volo^ cum fanguinenatti 

Kon {K>(rum antidoto nobiliore frui. 
VulDera refticuaot curpcmy ulccribus mendicunii 

Tcfta ctii fanietn ladere fola poteft. 
Ubeu rcficienc IptMcUrn' (itientetn, 

Q^ecQ S^4 non plticuryqueoi neq; nucric Jgdr 
Ifta mibi ad peftem,procul 8c procul,ex|>uogeD(iani 

Ifta caihi ad longas cvaKtura fcbrcf . 
Ira vomic flammas fumatq; Ubidinis Etna^ 

Suffocaie queo fanguine lade queo. 
livor inexpleta rubfgine fanric in artus 

J^ecei^ere qucola^, ciuoiequeo. 
Vanus honos me perpema, prurigine tentar> 

Exfacurare queo fanguine la£le queo. 
Ergo parens, & oate meis adveicitej votif, 

Lac peC0| depereo fanguinem, utrumq; volo* 
O Hcio camen ! O vocem (itis intercludit. 

Nacae cruore (itim cooiprime, la^le parent. 
Die nutri) meus hie fitit optima macer^ 

Via e fonte cuo promere» deqt meo. 
Die natO) tuua hia frater, mi mellee fill 

Capcivus monftrat vlneuia, lytron habef • 
Ergo Redemptorem monftra te jure voeaii» 

libera (i leliquis diviciora gerif . 
O quando ladaDor ab ubere vulnere pafear, 

Deliciifq; £ruar, mamma^ latufq; tuis. 



go fit Mdiriiiaui Utris 
odorMtda^ 

The JmMge ofChrifiyhe 

tells vou, is t§ bew§r^ 

» flrifidwhh tbiftmi vfvf 

p fhif^pbut Chrifi is. Yea, 

Btiidrtmnt ii IwMg.suf. 

21. i'lySjImdginesCbri" 

/?f\ & SanUifrum vens^ 

r^£ ffMf ) mn folam 

ftr Mcaiens^ & imfr^ 

prii^ftdstuimpirfey & 

profrii^ it 4 mt ipfd term^ 

nentvinergtiMSm^ minf$ 

confiJUrsttttur^ & win felem^ 

vicem gerunt exemplaris. 

In whieb be afTertSiWhat 

I bad tbought had not bin 

own'd by any Idolater 

in the virorld, viz,. That 

Imsgis are to is worflflpped^ 

n$t 0i ths rsprcfcHtatives of 

tbs Dsitj^ &c. MHd per ae- 

eidens , bm propsrlj dni 

per fe, fo as that thsj ter^ 

minats the fVorfhip. 



To which might be added as fecond hereunto, the blafphemous 
poetry oiFranclfcm de MsndozA^in viridario mriuftjii ertuHtioms^ lib.2. 
Prob. 2. The ufual afeription of Lam Dso^ ^^^gi^i^; nnuri Marian in 
tbeeiofeof their mitiogs • in which, Divine honour with God is 
aferibed to the Virgin tMary^ is known to all : Any ordinary Rea- 
der knows where to fumi(h himfelf with many more mftances of the 
iiltt nature, equalising, if not exceeding in expreflion the greateft 
Idolaters that ever were in the world. We judge it not neceifary to 
ftand longer updn this matter, 'tis beyond exception evident, that 
that Aflembly of men that are ufually known> by the name of tbs 

I ChiAxchk 
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Cbmrci §f R§m9 are Idotateri : If tbeifi be any fuck in the if orld^tbey 
are fo. 

2. That the prefentMiniftersof f ir;/^W aft by vertue of an Of- 
fice-^Power^ from this Combination and A{r:mbly of Idobterf ,they 
ibemfelves m\\ not deny : SucceiTion from hence being one of the 
befl pleas they have for the ju Aification of their Mini(iry : ( if hich 
when they have proved^ that ever the Lord Jefusdid entruft an Af- 
feoibly of the greateft Murderers, Adulterers and Idolaters in the 
world, with any power for the fending forth Officers to a£l in the Ho*- 
Jy Things of God, to, and for the Churchy his Sfoufty will be admit- 
ted, but this they ihiU never be able to do ) So hugely importunate 
are fome of them herein, that they are not adiamed to ask us, why 
Ordination may not be received from the Church (focalled)ofiI^^ 
tl well as the Scripture ? To which we (hall onely fay, that when it 
is proved that we received the Scripture from that Apoftate Church, 
by veriue of any Authority thereof,as fuch,fomewhat of moment may 
be admitted in that enquiry, but this will never be done. Tis tAie, 
the Bible was kept among the People in thofe parts where the Pope 
prevaileth, yet followeth it not from hence that we received it fiooi 
thdir Authority, as Ordination isftceived; if we did, why did wc: 
not keep it, as delivered from them to us> in the vulgar Latine t fo 
that of thefe things there is not the fame reafon ! It will not then be 
denied, but the prefent Minifters of England t&. in the holy things of 
God, by vertue of an Office-Power received by Succeffion from the 
Church of RomcytnA fo from Idolaters (that Church being emiinefitly 
fo, as hath been provedv) 

J. Nor can it be denicd,but they offisr up to God a Worfliip meer* 
ly of Hnmane Comfoftion ( as the Common-Prayer-Book- Worfliip 
hath been proved to be) once abufed to Idolatry, with the Modes and 
Rites of Idolaters. That the Common-Prayer-Book- Worfliip it t 
YVorftiip that was once abufed to Id6latry> being the VVor{hip of 
that Church, whofe V Vorfhip (at leatt in the complex thereof) is fo, 
cannot, with the leafl pretence of Reafon, be denied. That the wb^e 
of it is derived from, and taken out of the Pope's Pmuis^ as are the 
Common-Prayera out of ihe Breviary ; the Aaminiftration of the Sa- 
CTaments>Buria], Matrimony, Vi(itation of the Sick,out of iht Rinktl^ 
or Book of Rites : The Confecration of the Lord's Supper,Collc6b> 
Epiftlcsj Gofpcls, out of iht MaJi-BQok^: The Ordination of Arch- 

Bifliop*,. 



V. ^7 ) 

BtihopSy BifliopSi and Pciefts, out of the %mAnt Pomfic^l^hith been 
aflfettcd and piovcd by many. Which naight be evidenced ( if need- 
ful ) bevond e^epdoDj not onely by compaiing the one nith the 
other, but alfo from the o£Fer was made by Pope Pltu the 4tbf and 
Crtgavj the xj th, to Q^Eh'zutteth,to coftfirm the EngUfh LjtHrgf^f9\iv3p. 
didit not fymboUze with the Service of the Church of R9mi^ they 
would not have done* Yea, when the faid Queen was intetdided 
by ihe Popes Bui^ Secretary ivdfingham procures two intelligencers 
from the Pope, who feeing the Sejrvice of Lonion znd CMttcrkiirj in 
the Pomp ihzizol^wondcx thM their Lord^ tbePofg^ fhoulihfoHn^ 
Mvifed^ as to indfrdiH a Prlnct^ whofe Servivi and Cerem^mcs did }$ 
fjoAoUin^e xitb bis $wn : When they come toJEowr, they fatisfie the 
Pope^ Tha tD€j faw: no Servia^ Ceremonies^ or Orders in England^ 
J^m might very weiferve in Rome ; upon which the Bs^ was recalled. 
Not to mention what we have already minded, viz.. the Teftimonyoi 
King Eiroard the 6i\x and his Council ; witneiling the Englifij Serviec 
to be the fame ^ and no other km the oldj the felf-^fame words in Englijb 
that T»9re in Latine ( which was the worfliip of England and Rome^ in 
Q^ttsi Maries dayes) it's evident, that the prefent Minifters of 
'England offer up a Wor(hip to God, once abufed t6 Idolatry. Tha^t 
they do this with the Rites, Cere- 
monies and Modes ^ of Idolaters "^ Maccovim loc. com. append, dt 
j(i/i<.. fuch as are in ufe in that Ido- "adiaph. p. 860. faith, Non licet 
latrous Church of Rome) needs not mmnari^aHt retinere res ant ritas 
many words to demonflrate ; what Sacros Idololairarumfive Ethnic 
elfe is the Priefts change of Voice ; corumfive tontificiorum^&c. etfi 
Fofture and Place in WQjrfhip en- in fe res fnerint adia Phora qnia 
joyned them ? not to mention their vitandam eQe omnem conformita^ 
Holy y^efins^ntcSj^flxvingSj Cringings^ tern cnm Idololatrii docemur . Le v. 
Candles^ Altars^ &c. all of which ip.4,27. and 21. y. Deut,i4. i^, 
as it's known,' owe their original 

tmto the appointments thereof. It remainethj That the prefent Mi- 
nifters of England^ adingin the Holy Things of God, by vertue of 
an Oflice-Powerreceived from Idolaters, and offering up to him 9 
Woribip meerly of humane compofition, once abufed- to Idolatry 
with the Rites and Modes of Idolaters, are deeply guilty of the (in pf 
Idolatry. To which we adde, 

I 2 Argnment 



A 



Arpi$mnt 3. 

Adoration in^ by, or before t creature refpi£Hve, or irith relation 
totbe creature )U Idolatry ; fuchasfo adore, orwsrditpGod are 
Idolaters. But the prefent Minillers of Ett^lattdy do adore or m>r« 
ihipGod^in, by, or before a creature re^tlUvi^ or frith relation to 
the creature: Therefore. / 

Tlie maJ9r{or firft propofition)being generally owned by FrmfiMttr^ 
it being cue very fame wNixime they make ufe of, and ftop the mouth 
of the Paplfis with, in the point of adoring God mediately by the 
creature, ire (hall not ftand upon the proof of it: None that knoir 
what they fay, will deny ir. 

' The MPi>0r Propofition ( viz,. That the prefent Minifters of Arr. 
/(iir^doadore,prwotfhipGod, in, by, or before the creature reffe^ 
Bm^ or with relation to the creature ) will receive a quick dTTpatch : 

Not to mention their bowing and 
-f Didocldwiut p. 75S* ftiihyGeMi^ cringing at thcAltur : That f they 
jUQere non modi excladh ritm in- kneel at the receiving of the Sa- 
fiitmionu ^ fed itUm frdceptum crament is known, that they with 
fecmndnm dt vitundi JdoMatrm their Communicantf (houid do 
muitis imdts viclM' which Mmccp^ (ox is enjoyned by their Church, 
vim aflfents to, loc.cQm. j. 861. That their fo doing ir an adora- 
tion, or worfhipping of God be- 
fore the creature reifeStivi^ or'witb relation tothecreature> it too 
manifelt to admit of a denial : Nothing being^more certain than that 
the Elements are the oijeRnm figmfiauivt i quo^ or the motive of 
tbeir kneeling, which if they were not there, they would not do. 

Ob]i{i. To whathath been hitherto offered in this matter, if it be 
ftid, ThMf thi cbargiugtbe frej'cfit Jtfinifiers fffEtigXind with H$UitfXy 
is exceeding harfh^ dnd thsu which it sn dfgmieeHt ef a very tmchrifiimty 
4mJ^ ^enfmnts ^rit . Though this makes nothing to the enervating^of 
what hath been offered, yet we anfwer, 

I. That many words of Chrift himfeif, were accoqnted ^^trJ/^j:. 
ihgs^ and not to be bcrn^ and that by fuch Hearers as were once bif 
Admirers, and did with^feeming- great affe^ion attend upon bis^Mi- 
niftry: That fucb poor worms as we (hould be recbtrged herewicby 
fi no great marvel, irt is enough for the Difcipte to be as h» Mt.- 
ftcr. 

adly, 



k ^9 } 

2(]ly, Wc have ifi this matter faid nothing, but what if iit Thijl; 
6veff and over averted, by moft or all Protdftant VVriceis, upon the 
fecond Conunandment I who afifert 



fuilyitbiat the f worihipping God ia 
a iray not prefcribed bymm>is Ido- 
htiy ; fuch as do fo> aie Idolaters: 
iritfa our application hereof unto the 
preient Miniften oi Kngisniyiixhty 
«re guilty ( as that they are, hatn 
been j^bundantly demonftrated) why 
(liould any be ofFended } To fpeak 
Truth, when our fileace would be 
prejudicial to the fouls of our Bre- 
threni methinks (hould not be ac- 
counted uncbrit^ian or cenforious. 

But 3dly, What would thcfe Ob- 
jeftori have faid to Ttrtm&ian^ (that 
renowned Servant and V Vimefs of 
the Lord Jefus in his day) who is 
by far more nice in this point of I- 
dolacy, than we have declared our 
felves to be ; He in his Book De 
iMol^itriay chargeth fuch as make 
Statues or Images, build or adorn 
IdolsTempl2S,(though it were their 
trade) Aftrologers, Schoolmafters, 
( that name the names of Idol^ 
making.honoFable mention of them 
mtheir Orations) fuch askeep holy- 
dayes^ dedicated to Idolatrous fer- 
vice,as their SMtwmMlia (in the Head 



f Calvin J firkins^Ames^Mac"- 
caviusi t/ittin^im^ fVtndillne^ 
Pinam^ Expbcat. Cdie. f. 3. 
j^pd. ^.^28. ftith, Huidp^^ 
ftmlMt ftemtditm frdceftHmf Rif^ 
m Deum nVs iwrngiHe^am figmi^ 
ixfrinuimtu nevt nBs alia ra^ 
ti§n$ ium colamuty ^nam tjffafe^ 
in fna vet bo coli frdcepitj I Sam. 
ly^aj. Deut»i2. 30. Mat.ifv 
p. And afterwards he addeth, 
Huic fecunJU Pr£ceft9 comraria 
fnnt ea^ qna vgro ciUtni divine 
ddvirfantnr. i . Idololaxria^qudL 
eft cultw nufninis fiSiitius^ aut 
fuperjiitioffu. Stint autem Ido» 
lolatrid dnd JpecieSy pracipMa : 
HnM crajftor^ cnm fiStitium nu^ 
mencolitur — hac fpecitspro^ 
hihePur in imo prdcepto^ & ali^ 
^0 ex parti ^ in iertio a altera efi 
frnktiHovy cum verm Dens coli 
fingitnr , fed errator in gentre 
cultm^ hoc eft^ cum vero 7)eo 
cnltm fingitur prafiari^ alt ana 
operCj ejMod ipfe non pracepit hac 
fifeciis Idololatria^ hoc pracepto 
proprie damnatnr^ (^ nominatur 



f 9f AfcQfiff »f««i five fnperftitio. 

And pag. yap. Qifi peccant contra fecundnm praceptum^ peccant c$r 

antra priwoam^ qnia qui Deum altter colnnt^ atqne vnlt coii^ iUifingunt 

Denm alitor effeSum^ at^pu efti hoc efi alinm Deum : It a non DennOj fed 

cerebri ftti comtnentum^ qoMlfic affeSum effefibi perfnadent^ colunt 

fingere alinm pd cultumy eft aliam Dei volnntatem^ proindc & alinm De^ 
nm fi^g^9^ &c^ 



(70 ; 
' f>f which, is the time' with its called Chrifimaf^ Bcc^ fuch ^t adorned 
their Gates, Pofts, Houfes aftet the Pagan maDnei at Feftivals , with 
Lawrel, Ivy, Sec. as fympolizing with Idolatcrt : yet fiire we arejfae 
could not juftly be charged wkh An unchiiftian or cenfoiious fpirit^, 
If it be funhei faid, 

athif famous mtnejfes and Martyrs ofChrifl^ whs w^rfhijfed G§d after 
the fame way of fVenrflnf that tbefe de ntmi wer^ they alfe U$latm f h$w 
coald they be faved theny when the Scripture fayes^ that no IdoUtei ihiil 
inherit the Kingdom of God, and we do net find that they repented 
hereof ? To this We anfwer. 

I. That the perfons inftanc'd in, were eminent WitneiTei of Je- 
fus Chiift it) iheir day ( whofe very Names are in our noftrils as 
fweetPerfUme) we readily grant, and would be loth tofpeakone 
word to abate of that juft elieem is due to their Names and Teftimo^. 
ny forChrift. 

2dly, That they are now with Chrift, and (hall come with him, 
and fit upon Thrones to judge their unjuLi Judges in the day appoint- 
ed thereunto, we have not the leaft fcruple. 

But 3dl V, they were but men encompalTed about with many infir- 
mities ; that they were guilty of the fin of Idolatry, cannot ( fiom 
what hath been faid herein it's evident) be denied. 

Yet, I. They were in that day bat juft pee{nng out of the Gates 
of BdyloHy beginning to arife and (hake themfelves out of the duft of 
the Abominations of the great Whore ; and 'tis no wonder if fomc 
of the filth of her Fornications did cleave to tbem. 2. They wor- 
(hipped God in fincerity according to the light he was pleafed in that 
day to communicate, and God accepted of them in Chrift, granting 
to tbem a general Repentance for thofe Iniquities they faw not to be 
ib, knew not themfelves guilty of. Which is att^we (hall at prcfenc 
f^y hereunto* The intdligent Reader knows that thefe th'mgs aro 
not of any moment for the invalidating of what hath been offered 
upon this fubjeft. Thus far of this eighth Argument, The prcfenc 
Minifters ai England are guilty of Idolatry; therefore 'tis the duty of 
Saints not to hear, but feparate from them* 
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C H A P. VIIL . 

A 7tb Argument ag^nfi he^in^the frefent Mimfiirspf England. *Tii' 
an fffcftee^ ^^Vf » ^^ ^^fi SfftthnhUng to the Saint s^ proved. Two^ 
OtjeSioHS anfreerei. The nmtere of Seanial given. An eighth Ar^ 
fftment fropofed t^confider4eion. The varlom wsijes H^f^t3(ing with 

^ eiher sin their fny conjiderei.- Thnt hearing the frefenfAHnifterSyie 

• 0ff4rtAkingietrhtif>em^in^heirfinyfrnved., 

> ■ ■ 

Argnmenf 7 , 

TIs not Uffftil for Saints to do any thing, for the doing ivbereof, 
tfiere is no pofitive Precept in the Scrip(ure>that is an Offence » 
Grief, Scandal and caufe of ftnmbling to their Brethreh : But the 
hearing the prefent Miiiifiers ciEnglmU (as there is no po(itive- 
Precept in the Scripturefor it,^ fo it ) is an Offence, Giief> Scandat 
and caufe of ftumbling to the Brethren. Therefore — ■ 

The Major ( or firft Proportion ) is bottomed upon exprefs Pre- 
cepts in the Scripture, Rom.^i/^. 13, ly, 20, i Cor. S. p, 15. and 
10. 24; ■ '■''.- .'■■■■■ 

The Minvr ( or fccond Prbpofition ) coafifts of two parts. 
' I. That for hearing the prefent Minifters of £ir^/«M^, there is no* 
pofitive warrant in the Scripture ; if there be, let ic be produced,, 
and this ControverHe is at an end : The contrary thereunto, hath all 
along been manifefl in this^pr^Tent pifcourfe. It cannot eater into 
cur hearts,' toimagiii^ tTiaS^thcLtird JefuslwvinginftitutcdOffi^ 
of bis own, for the managtraent of Affairs in his Houfe, fhould or*^ 
dain, that any of his Houlliold (hould attend upon the Miniftry of 
fuch asarenotof hisinftitution (as hath been abundantly demon-* 
ftrated touching the prefent MinifterS of £*;srg/^m/, that they are not) 
dor is it by many, pleaded as their duty fo to do; but onely as 
their Liberty iWhithr they judge they may,or they may not do,withour 

2. That for the Saints ( fuch as are vifibly fo, profefs themf elves 
to be fuch ) to hear the prefent Minifters of Englandy is an Offence, 
C^rief, Scandal and occaiion of ftumbling to their Brethren. This ii 
too evident to be denied, to how mapy tboufands in EngUnd f^t 
whom (thofe that as yet attend uponthc prefent Miniftry thcre6f, 
iiice not but think )Cbrift dyed,;, is the pra^fe oif fome herein, a 
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^rief> Scandal and occafion of Stumbling ? Tbeif groans and teart , 
alone, and together upon this foot of account, mil better demonift 
firate the tiutb hereof, than our words can. Yea, haw oianypoQjr 
fouls have been diawn, by reafonof thepra£tife of (bme Leading 
Brethren in this matter, againi) the checks of their own confcienc^s, 
to a Cohforoiity ber ein> to their after-grief and . wounding? Upon 
whofe dooK 'tis to be feared ( and we wi(hthey would in the fear 
of God lay it to heart) may be written, THE BLOOD OF SOULS. 
If itbefaid, 

Objci^. That thercis a twtfold ScMndgl^ i, Scandalum acceptum, 
MScandul^ 9r Offcftce t^e9$. 2,. Scandalum datum, aSetuUd^rOf^ 
ftnce given. In rf{fi£lof the former^ fe;ffiUj tmmy may be efendeia 
their fraSiife in the matter tnated ef^ and fr wmldfome er ether wbatever 
ie done by them : ^lii imPeJftbU but (fences fhould eome^ that thgre u 
any jnjt Offence given by them^ herein^ it Jenied, To this we an- 
fwcr. 

A^fiv. I . That as we admit of the <iiftindion, fo no doubt there is 
atiuthinwhat is fuggefted thereupon. That whatever ido^ fcHDc. 
one or other will be offended at It : There are a generation of men, 
whom tbe deing of my duty wiH oflfend,and caufe to blafpheme • tbefe 
are not to be minded, but to be pitied : Chrift himfelf was to fome jr 
l^ck^ of Offejfce^ and Stone of Stumbling. 

a» But *tis not yet proved (nor like to be) that the Scandal treated 
of, is a Scandal taks^ and not j^iV^^,the v/^ry nature of Scandal ^iven, 
as is confeft by all, and evident beyond exception from the Apoftlcs. 
difcourfea i Cor. 8. 10. lying in the doing of what is judged, by oie, 
to be my liberty, which other Saints are not AiUy petfwaded of in 
their own mind* to be fo, but are ready to conclude it to be my fin, 
and evil, and from thence have occafion of Grief, or Stumbling td* 
miniftr^d to them. This was the very cafe of the Church of Ce/rimh 
( upon the occadon whereof Panl writes to them, i Cor. 8.) fome o£ 
them judged it their //^rrr/tfliyft^jt wf 4^ in the Idols Temple; others 
■ot being fully perf waded hereof, were fcandalized many wayer, at 
this their prai^ife, which the Apoftle therefore condemns as unlmw^ 
fiHl. Should it for Arguments fake be granted ( though in truth it be 
zsvtfo) that 'tis the liberty of Saims, to hear theptefent Minifterf^ 
yet many of the fincere Lambl of Chrift, being, iiumbled, grieved 
and Scandalized herear, for thit very rearon( if no more, could b: 
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laid hcirein) it becomes our (in (to be guuty whereof , who cm chuie 

%ut be filled with tremUing, that hath ever with ferioufners rejKd that 

cernble Cotnmination of Chrift, Mat. i8. 6. Hi>of9JhaB offeni^n^ ff 

thtfe little Oms that teltevi in me^ it v^erf bitter far him that a milfionip 

wereifangei aboHt his neckband he 0ere drowned in the depths of the Sea f ) 

efpeaallv when thofe that are thus fcandalized, are able todemoih* 

ft rate, tiat thtir Offence is not anytevijh Hamonry or foolifh Nicttfy 

but what is too really adminiftred by the aBionf of their Brethren •: 

When they (hall hear Chrilij commanding them tofeparate from every 

thingof AntichrifijKcv. 18.4; and ihttc(oic from his Minifiry^ and 

they are in confcienfe perfwaded the MinKlers of England are fach^ 

which they judge they are able to demonftrate t When they conlider> 

t)ow the Laws of their dear Lord and Law-giver are made void, by 

liie traditions of thefe pretended Minifters> whofe King(hip they fee 

them vifibly oppofing > when they find upon them the characters Jof 

Falfe Prophets^ and Apoftles^ and are able to manifeftj that they an 

deeply gnilty of the fin of Idolatry {frovci'trhom they are cnjoyned by 

Chrift to tarn away ) yea When they take a veiw of the frame^f the 

fpirits of their now Conforming-Brelhren in dayes paft, and the 

Princi|4es were then owned bv them: That they did then ( (ome of 

them at leaft ) feparate from the AlTemblies of England^ $$ H9t trite 

Churches of Chrift^ and accounted the Common-Prayer-Book'^Priefts, ' 

fsrfons not meet to preachy unworthy to be attended upon fn their fodmng^ 

and fee them now faying, A confederacy with^ and attending upon the 

miniftry of thofe very perfons and things, from whom, not onely 

Chfift hath commanded them to/fpifTirr^, but thefe very Brethren did 

formerlv decry ^ and at leaft feemingly abominate^ they judge, they 

hoft^ejufi ground of Offence given to them: Nor can it be denied, but 

it is indeed fo. If it be yet further faid, 

Obje£k. 2. But if I do not go to hear the Preachers of this day^ many 
truly godly and fober Chriftians wiU be offended at my forbearance ; fo that 
whetntr I hear^ or whether I forbear^ I fhaU offend. 

To this I anfwer, i* Thar granting the cafe to be as is fuggefted 
( though perhaps fomewhat eUe, upon a ferious and ftricl fearcb^may 
be found to lye at the bottom of our Conformity beyond what is here 
pleaded: I am very apt to believe were but a toleration granted, 
'cis not the fear of offending any, would caufe our Conforming-Bre^ 
chttn to attend apon the Miniftry of the prefeat Piiefts of England. 
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Yet fuppoting it to be at is intimated ) we ask^ t. Do you look upon 
your going to beat asyouixluty) or meeilyas yourlioerty? if the 
nrfty let it be proved from any pofitive precept of Cbriftt and we axe 
fatisBed : If the fecond, you are bound by many folemn injundions 
( which are at ieaft reduceable to the Moral Law) not to ufe your 11- 
bercy to Scandalize your Brethren. 

Secondly, Let both patties be weighed in an upright Ballance, 
fuch as you judge to be offended with you for not beanng^ and fuch 
as are offended thereat. I am bold to fay^ That the laft mentioned, 
for Number, Holinefs, Spirituallity and Tendernef5> do far fur- 
mount the former/ who will really ne Scandalized at your forbea- 
rance. 

Thirdly, Let aifo the grounds of the offence on both (ides, be 
weighed ; the one are ofF<cnded at you^That joh buili not up infrahifc^ 
iff a day of tronile ; and caufe thereby the Enemies of the Lord to 
tiyumph and blafpheme, what in a day of liberty, you did in your 
. preaching and prat^ife, pull down and deftroy : The other, becaufe 
of yoM/ difohedience to what they arefatisfied ; and you your felves once 
were, God is calling you to (z//«. to have nothing to domth^ fef orate 
fiomy thit generation of men.) But 

Fourthly, That 'tis your duty (efpecially if in a Church-Relation) 

j^;fv,to meet together as a People called ^ and picked by the Lord out of the 

^:- 'Nationsqf the World, in a way of diftindlion from them, cannot be 

V '; denied: the negled of which, is charged by the Lord, zitbefirkftcf 

HAfofiacj/j Heb. io.2j:. Be you in the pra<^ife of this duty, and fee^ 

, what Spiritual Saint will be offended at you; if any (hould, you. 

might have peace therein ; you doing your duty,no juft caufe of Scan-* 

dal is given. Yet further,. 

Fifthly, Confider on which fide the Crofs lies ; which the Fic(h, 
and flefhly intercf* is mofl oppofite to, whether va goings oi forbearing 
10 go to hear thefe men, and let that be chofen : Ufually, that is. the 
way of God that hath moi) of the Crofs inir^ and the flefh is mod 
ftrugUng.and contefiing againft. But thus. much of the feventh Ar-^ 
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Argument. 8. 

That which Saints cannot do without being guilty oifartaking with 
others in their fin^ is utterly unlawful for them to do« But the Saints 
cannot attend upon the MinKiry of England^ without being guilty of 

partaking. 
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Mrtaiktng with them id tlieic fin. Therefore- 



The jSr^> Propoddon is clearly bottomed upon ScriptutCy 'P^fL 
yo. i8. £pirf/. y. 7. i Ti». y. 2a. 1 J<?ib;« 11. *fv. i8. 4. which 
might be abundtntly demonftrated were it needful : Sure that God 
who comcnands me to Mkfidinfrom all affcarancf of tvU^ i Thef. 5.22. 
never enjoyned, expels not that I (hould be found in the piadice af 
what, without (in^cannoc be performed by me. 

The ^iiror Pfopodtion, vix». That the Sainra cannot attend upon 
the prefent Miniftry of £»^/4»4, without being partakers with them in 
their (in, will admit of a fpeedy difpatch. Two things are briefly to 
be squired into. 

1, What that, or thofeiinsare wefuppofe the Minifters of fxr^ 
la99i to be guilty of. * 

2. Howit will appear that any perfon's attending upon their Mini- 
ftry, rendeis him guilty of partaking with thein therein. Of the 
former we have already treated, and proved ( beyond what any are 
able to fay to the contrary) That they are guilty of the iins of wor» 
flipping God in a way that is not of his appointment, of a6^ing im 
the Holy things of Go^, by vertue of an Antichiiftian Power, Of^ 
fice or Calling; of o^ofing really the Prophetical and Kingly 0& 
fice of Chrift ; of uiing and conforming to Modes and Kites ia 
WoHhip, not appointed ny the Lord, that have been abufed to Ido- 
latry, &c. Nor is it denied by our Conforming-Brethren, but with 
fome of thefe things the prefent Miniitersof England may be juftly 
charged : That they worftiipGod after the way of the Common-Prayers 
Book^ with Modes and Rites ufed m the Papacy, cannot be denied ««i 
Nor can their undue adminiftration of that great Ordinance of out 
Lord Jefus, ofkreaking Bread to aU^ according to the form therein 
prefcribed : That they are Ordained, and fome of them Re-ordained 
\yj t)^z Efifcofacy is alfo known. I ask, are thefe things the (in and 
evil of thefe men, or are they not ? If they are nor, why did noc 
cur preaching.Brethren receive theOrdination from the Biihops thefe 
received? Yea, why do not our half-confoiming-Brethren attend 
upon the reading^of the Service ufed, joyn with them in the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper as adminiftred by them? Doth not their 
abfenting themfelves herefrom, abundantly demonftrate, that they 
in their confciences are perfwaded, that 'tis the fin and evil of the 
prefent Priefts of England thus to aft, and from fuch a MilTion in 
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the Wbrftiip of the lord ? As for the fecohd^ That the heating of 
the prefent Minifters of EngUnd^ i% chac which renders a oian guil. 
ty» of being pataker wifh them in their fin • the coniideration of the 
feveral ff ayes pecfons may juftly be charged with yimtgmlty tf ffgfu 
taking with others in their fin^ will abundantly demonmate the truth 
thereof. To inftance in a few particulars ; Then may. pesfons juMy 
be charged as guilty hereof, 

X. When they ae found any way confenting with them in their 
(in, Pfal. $0. i8» Whenthemfamefl MTbeif^tbenthmcewfemedft with 
him^ and ha/l heen fortakfr with Adulterers. Tisnotthe doing of 
the ad> that was done by thefe wicked perfons, that is here called 
fartak}ngmi\i them, but tfeciet conienting with them therem. 

2. When they do that which hath a real tendency to encourage 
peifons in their fin, 2 John ii. Receive them not into yonrhoufes^ ptd 
themt^t GoJif^eed; for he that hiddeth them Godjpeed uptrtaker rf their 
evildttds. 

' 5. When they negle6k the doing of thofe duties which the Lord 
requires at their hands, for the reclaiming of them from their fin; 
Cuch are Watching over^ Rebuking^ Admonijhingy fiift frivatelfy then 
by fM, and in cafe of obftinacy and perfeverance therein, teBing it.t0 
tb^Chnrch: which are duties eminently comprized in the enfuir^ 
Scriptures, iThef.j.14.. Heb.i. 12^1^. and io.24^tf^ Lcu.zp.^^. 

4. When they (notwitftanding all that they hate donej or can-do, 
hcin^ under an utter incapacity oJF proceeding further therein ) per- 
^wive them to perfevere in their fin, ihall fiill continue to hold com- 
munion with them, and not feparate from them. Rev, 18.4. Com^ 
omaf her my People- ; left being fartaksrs of her ftns^ ye receive : of- her 
flagMes : The abiding with obltinate peitevering Offenders (;«f it 
is againfl pofitive injunctions of the Moft High, Rom. i6. 17. 2 Cor. 
6. i4,i5'^i<J,;[7. I Tim.6.^. Ephef. y.8, !»• iirc^.18.4. So is ifin 
the laft place inftaca'd in) afiigned by the Spirit to be one way of par- 
taking with othefs in their fins. Not toAultiply more particulars, 
let us in a few words make Application of thefe remarked. To the 
bufinelsin hand. 

Is there any thingtn the woild that carries a greater biightnefs and 
evidence-wiihitj tbanthts. That the bearing the prefent Minifteis 
of England J is to bc pasukers withthcm. in their nn ? is not oui fo 

doing 



<iloing9 >t fccret confcnting mth tbe&, and eneouraging^ of tfietn in 
their evil deeds ? Is this to difcharge thofe duties incumbent opM 
u; (if we indeed look upon them as Biecbren) for their leclaiming ? 
yea>is this to come out of, and fepaatc fiom them ? what lefs ? So 
then,^ except i( can be proved, that the particulars inftanc'd in, are 
Qotfome.of thofe wayes, whereby perfons^ do become guilty of par^ 
taking with other mens (ins ; or that to attend upon the prefent Mi- 
Qifiers of Englswiy is not what doth fj^bolize with fome one, more>. 
or all of them (which can never be done) it evidently follows, that 
*cis not lawful for Saints to hear the prefent Minifters oi England^. 
the doing whereof, Is appatantly a partaking with them in their evir 
deeds. 






CHAP. IX. 

A ninth Argument dgalnfi Ikaring thi frtfent Minlfiirs. That it cafis 
conttmft Hfon the fVajcj a»d InjiitmioHSof Chrifi:^ hardens perfonjf in 
dfalfe, way of fVorflup and Rebellion agasnFt(jod^ proved^ A tenth 
AirgMment trodncedy That *tis notUvpfnlto go into the Ajfemhlies of 
fa^e fVorjhipfers , proved. An eleventh t^rgumtnt^ that there is no 

. promise of a Bleffing upon the hearing thefe men^ proved. A troelftb 
Argument y provingythat fo to do^ is thefrftjiep toApoftacj^. SiveraL 
Queries propofed. 

Argument % 

THat the doing whereof .doth.caft contempt upon the Wayes and 
Inttitutions (^fome one or more of them) of our Lord Jsfus, and 
hardens perfons in a falfe way of Worfhip and Rebellion againft him^ 
is utterly unlawful for the Saints to do : But the hearing of the pre« 
fent Minifters of England i% that, the doing whereof doth caft con- 
tempt upon the Wayes and Inftitutions (fome one or more of them) 
pf our Laid Jefus, and hardens perfons in a falfe way of VVorflbip^ 
Md Rebellion ag^inft himf Therefore. 

The major, PropoHticm^s laid down in fuch full, clear, and evident 
cxpreflipns, bottom'd upon Scripxurt and right Reafon, as carry a 
brightnefs with them, that none but fiich as are defperately and ju- 
dicially blinded, will or can gaiiifay. 

The i»/W C or fccond . Propofition ) vi^. Tliat the hearing of the 
prefent Minifters of England^ is the doing of that which doth caft con- 
tempt upon the Wayes and Inftitutions: of our Lord Jpfus, and 
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barden^ jperfons In i falfe way of VVor(hip and Kebellbn again ft 
him, is by our diflenting-Biethren gainfayed. Thiee things are 
therein affcrtcd. . 

1/ That our hearing thefe perfons is that which cafts contempt 
upon the V Vayes and Inftitutions of Qirift. 2diy. That it hardens 
peifons in a falfe way of VVorihip. jdly. That it hardens and en- 
courages fouls in their Rebellion agaihft the Lord. As for the firft^ 
a brief Obfeivation of fome of the Inftitutions of Chrift, clearly 
bottomed upon the Scripture, will abundantly evince its original to 
be from God. 

Firft then. That feparation from the world and men of the worlds 
from all wayes of falfe VVorihip, and the Inventions of men there- 
about, until the Saints of the Moft-High be apparently a Peopljp 
dwelling alone, and not reckoned amongft the Nations (however it 
be decryed, and found har(h in the ears of carnal men ) is one grand 
tnftitutibn, a man may run and reade in the following Scriptures • 
Numh. 23. p. Joh.ifi.ip. 2 C(?r.d. 14, If, 17, ip/£;A.5. 8, IX. 
2.Tim.^,j. Hof.^.j^. J?ft;.i?.4. Pr(w.i4.7. ( nor is it denied by 
fomeof our Conforming-Brethren.) 

Secondly, That Saints feparate from the world, (hould frequently 
meet togetner as a diftin£l body therefrom, for the edification and 
building up of each other in the Way and Will of God, accord- 
ing to the gifts beQowed upon them, is fo evidently aflerted, as the 
Inflitution of oui alone King and Lawgiver in the Scripture, that it 
cannot be gainfayed ; UHaL^.m. iTAf/.y.ii. Hir^, 3. 12. Jf$de 
10. Hf^.io.24,2y. I Car.i2.p. ^^/ 12.12. &J8.23. Eyhef.%. 
ip. T^w.y.itf. iTBfjf.y.14. 

Thirdly, That particular Congregations, or Aflemblief of Belie- 
vers, gathered into one body, for the Celebration of the Worship of 
God (in oppofition to any National Church or Churches wbatroever) 
is of the Appointment of Chrift, is alike evident as the former. Atl. 
8. 1,3* & 12. 1. &13.14. &iy. 22. & 18.22. &20. i4,a8. 
iC^r,i,2. &tf.4, yfSxp.i. iC^.id.ip. Eom.\6.^. iCor.Z.i. 
CaI.i.z. ARsi6.^^^. & 14,23. iC^.iijia^ & i4.4,j',il>ip. 
2C#r«i.i. -Rn/.i. 2,3,11. 

Fourthly, That Chriii hath appointed Officers of his own, to a£t in 
the Holy-things. of God» in and over thefe. AffemblieSj whom he fur- 
oilheth with Gifts every way fuiting' their Implbyoient, to whonr, 
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without tarning:a(ide to the voice of ftraagers, or tttendlng upon t&c 
Miniftry of fucb as are aoc of bis Appointment, it s the duty of Saints, 
to hearken^ is very confpicuous in the enfuing Scriptures, Eph^^. 1 1. 

A^s 20. 29, 30, 3 1, Rev. 2. 14, is,i<y. which exaftly agrees vritb 
what was pra^^ifed by piicnitive Believeis^ who it feenas received 
none witbouttheTeftitnony of fome Brethren of known integrity in- 
the Churches ; i Cor.\6. 3, A£l^p.26. Not to mention more, let it 
be weighed, whether the hearing of the prefent Minifters of EngUni^ 
doth not caft contempt upon thefc Inftitutions of Chritt. VVbat is 
more evidently preached forth byfuch a pra<!%ice, than, i. That 
reparation from the Aflemblies of England (though in their conftitu- 
tion, carnal and worldly) and the worlbip thereof ( although falfc 
and meerly of humane invention) was and is our fin and evil?' 
2dly, That 'tis not by vertue of any Soveraign Inftitution of Cbrift,, 
the duty of Saints to meet together,a$ a body diftinft (without going 
out to other Aflemblies to worfliip with them ) for their mutual edi- 
fication in the Lord. 3dly. That particular Aflemblies are noc 
foley of the Inditutionof the Lord Jefus, but that National are alfo 
to be accounted as the true Churches of Chrift (though they have 
no footing in the Scripture of the Ncw-Teftament, from whence the 
Pattern of Gofpel-Churches is foley to be deduced.) Yea,4thly^. 
That the Officers of Chrift's Appointment are not fufficient for the 
Saints, but together with them, the help of falfe and IdoKdiepherdsi 
is to be fought after,than which,what greater contempt can bs poured 
upon the forementioned InQitutions of our dear Lord ? Yet who fees 
not all this to be the language which is heard and goes forth inta 
the Nations, from the prad^ice of our brethren in the matter we are 
debating ? If they look upon Separation in the fenfe before- minded^ 
to be of the Inftitution of Chrift, can they offer a greater affront 
thereunto, than to run into the Aflemblies of .the Nation ? If they 
judge it their duty to meet together diftinft from the World and itf 
Vvorfhippers, why run they thereunto ? if they apprehend National 
Churches to be the refult of humane prudence, without bottom in 
the Scripture, and the Minifters^ of Chrift to be onely ( in contra- 
diftin&ion to the Minifters that are not of his Appointment) attended 
unto ; why give they the right-hand of fellowihip unto fuch Aflem- 
blies,.as profefs themfeLves to be parts of fuch a National Churchy. 
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^nd bear Miniftert tliat have relation thereunto ^ who hrre tc^ 
ceived (as hath been proved) no Miffion from Chrift to their Mini, 
ftry. If thif be not evidently to pour contempt upon the Inftitutions 
of Chrift, and confefledly fo, freihall forever difpairof fuccefs iti 
the moft facile and righteous underuking. As for the fecond Par- 
ticular, that hereby poor fouls are hardened in a falfe way of Wor^ 
(hip, what can be thought lefs ? ( fuppoflng the WorAip in the Pa-^ 
rim^AfTemblies oiEnglani to be fo, as hath been proved; when they 
(hail fee Prof eflors, that were wont to pray and preach together, to 
profefs, and proteft againft Common- Pray er-Book.Prieftf , and 
Worfhip, to cry up, or at leaft approve of. Laws made for their 
ejeftion, if guilty of no other crime, than conforming to the Worfliip 
they now conform to and pra Aife, now flock unto their Aflembliet , 
imd hear their Priefts : what can they imagine le(s, than that tfaefe 
perfons, thus ading in a direft contrariety to their former judgement 
and prad^tcci do now fee they were miftaken ? and are, beginning ac 
leaft, to return unco tbofe paths fom whence they departed, and 
that thefe wayes, in which they and their forefathers have walked, 
are the Good Old fVaji in which reft is to be found ? fyb unto the wwl4 
hcmfe ofOfinccs^ wo alfo unto them by whom they come. Nor is the 
third Particular, t/i';&« That hereby poor fouls are hardened in their 
Rebellion and Blafphemy againft God,the Spirit, his Tabernacle^ and 
them that dwell therein, to be in the l^ft queftioned : We every 
day hear, to the breaking of our hearts, ftout words fpoken agaiiift 
the Lord,becaufe of the pra6lice of fome in this thing. What fay the 
wicked of the world lefs, than that Religion, which many pretend to^ 
is but aPancy, that the ProfefTors thereof are but a Generation of 
Hypocrites, that will turn to any thing to fave tbemfelves ; that the 
fpirit by which they are a£ted is but a fpirit of Phanaticifm and De* 
lufion 1 yea, how do they bicfs tbemfelves that they are not, nor 
ever were (and rcfolve fo much the more, they will never be) of the 
number of fuch Profeflfors 1 Ask them a Reafon of all this, and they 
wonder you (hould ask them, and fpeedily reply to you. Do you ni 
fee how muny of yott^ forfearofPerfecutiony have differtei yonr farmer 
PrinclfleSy ani are returned to onr Affemblies Atd the Minifhy thereof 
(ftnd that any of you jland out ('tis from heme tvidentj that it is from m 
fpirit of Pride and Obfiinacjy and not^ as jon fretendyfrom Divine Tetu 
dernefyond the Loadings of the Spirit of the Lord. And what can we 
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(sy toalltliefettiingf ? muftfrenot with grief attdfoirow conC^s^ 
that there is indeed coo great an occafion adminiftred to thecn for 
f heir.tbus fpeakiog^ though this mil bz no plea for them in the daf 
of Chrirt. Bliffd an thtj that are not off^iniei in him. It retnaineth 
then, that inafmuch as the hearing the prefent Miniftersof EngUni^ 
pours out contempt upon the Wayes and Inftitutions of Chrift, har- 
dens perfons in a f life way of Worihip, ' Rebellion and BUfphemy 
againft.theLotd: it *s utterly uniawfol for S^inu to be found in the 
wa6Hce thereof II To all that hitherto haih been faid^ we (hall yet 
oricflyadd, ■ s 

Argument, xo. 
God calls his People out or^ and Bridly charges them, not to go r# 
thermos of Falff^fVcrJhif : Therefore 'cis unlawful for the Saints to 
attend upon the preienc Minifters of Englani. The Antecedent ii 
clearly proved, Hof,^,.!^. Amos/^.^. The Reafon of theConfe- 
quence is, Becaufe we cannot go vto hear the prefent Minifters of 
EngUni without we go to their placesand affembiies of FaUe-worfliip 
(as the Comnoon^Praj^er^Books^VorflHp hath been proved tobe.) 

Argument i x. 
? That»upon the doing whereof Saints have no promife of a Bleifing, 
nor any ground to expe£l it,is not lawful for them to do. But in the 
heating of thefe men, the Saints have no promife of a Bleifing, not 
ground to expcft it. Therefore. 

u The UHajor ( or firft Proportion) will not be denied. As for the 
iJi£inor.{ or fecond Propofition ) • That the Saints have no promife of 
a Bleifing from God nor ground to expeftit, in the hearing of the 
prefent Minifters of England^ may many wayes be demonftrated. 
If there be any promife of a Bleiltng upon them from God, in their 
fo doin^, let it be produced, and we (hall willingly confefs, there is no 
weight in this Argument : But this we conceive to be no ea(ie task for 
any to difcharge, and that forthefe Reafon^ : 
.' r. The Bieffiftg of the Lord is upon Sion^ Pfal. 87. a, and 78. 6%. 
there he djtfteUs^ Pfal, p. 11. and 74. a. Jer. 8. 19. Ifa. 8. x8. Joel 3. 
xZjZi. the prefence of Chrift is in the midji of the Golden Candlefticks^ 
Rev. a • 1 2, 13 . and 2. i . 'tis his Garden in which he feedeth and dwells. 
Cant. 6. 2« and 8. 13. and we are not furer of any thing ( nor will it 
be demied by our Conforming Brethren ) ( many of them ) than we 
are of tbis^ Tha^ the AfTemblies of Sngland^ in their prefent conftU 
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tultcm, tttrS> tit {feiB being the Si^m of God^ btf GimUeftUkSi ^ 
GMtdiffy thtt they tre t very Wildeinefs, and that BiAtlt^m of whids 
the Lord commandi bis People t9bafi€n their efroffy Rev. 1^.4;. 

2. God never promifeth a Blefltng to a People waiting upon bittt 
in that way vrhich is polluted and not of fats appointment^ as ive have 
proved the Worfliip of SngloMd to be. 

3. The Lord hath exprefly faid concerning fuch as run befoit 
they are fenti Tim thijjbJl nm frtfit tht^ /V^r, Jer.23.52. 

4. The Lord proteftetb, that fmcbMrefufetQ^bej his CaUsj tQcetm 
§Ht ofBahjloHy fhdU fartake of her Plagues y Rev. 1 8.4. 

y. Where the Lord is nor, in refped of his fpecial Prefenceand 
Grace, there is no ground to expeft any BUffing : but God is not fo 
in t6e midft of the Parochial Aflemblies of . EHglani. Where arc the 
fouls that are converted, comforted,, ftreogtbened, ftabli Aed, that 
arc waiting at the (bors of their houfe? Tboughmany will not fee 
k, yet a fad fpitit of withering) and viable decaies is to be found 
upon many that are waiting upbn the teachings of the Miniliers o€ 
this day :' And we hope the Lord will in mercy, caufe tbofe tbat ue 
indeed his, to fee it, that they may renoember from whence they have 
fallen,,repent, do their firft works, and watch Kofirengthen the things 
that remain, that an reaJif to dyt^ for God hath not found their 
works perfe^ before him« 

Argument i2. 
That, the doing whereof is one flep to Apoftacy^ is not lawful to 
be done. But ti» hearing the prcfent Minifttrs €f England it oiine 
ftep to Apoftacy. Therefore, 

The Ultajer Proportion will readily be granted by all : The be-* 
gionings of great evils are certainly to be xciifted. Apoftacy is one 
of the greateit evils in the world. 

The Atift9r ( or fecond Proportion) vh. Tbat the healing of the 
prefent Minifters of Englani is one ftep to Apoftacy, is evideos. 

I . Ix cannot be done (efpectally by perfoos of Congregational 
Principles ) without a relinquillimeBtof Principles owned by thcmi 
as receivedfrom God : That the Church of England^ as Nadoni), 
IS a Church of the inftitution of Chrift : That perfons not caHcd i» 
the OfHce of the Miniftry by the Saints, are ijighifol MioiAcfS of 
Cbrift,muft be owned,and taken for granted, ere the confcience can 
acquietce ia the beaiing of the psefent Minifters (fbi wt fuppofe 
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C «3 ) 
'«RriU dDtlie tiferted by tbofe with wbotti Wt have 6) do, that 
x:ari be i tiue Miniftty in t Falfe Cbuicb, or that Falfe Mioifttis may - 
be heard ; aod yet the prtfcnt Mintfteri are i^inifteif in, and of th^ 
^44UOoal Church of Spglandy and were never folemolydefniced lo 
ihac Office by the fuffrage of the Lords People. ) • 

2dty. Nor can it be done irithout the negleft of that duty, 
fvhich mth others, i« eminently of the appDintment of the Lord^ to 
fecuxe^ftooi Apoftacy, inftanc'din by the Author to the ifr^rw/^ 
Hibr ^^Oy, ay. N9t flaking the affemhllng of jmr ftlvfs together^ 
m th mmner of fomt is^ km exhort i/tg om anotbery ani [• mttch ttfg 
moremfm fee the iay off reaching. In vvhicb the duty of Saints af« 
fembling of themfelves together, as a body diftind from the woild| 
«Dd its AffemblieSy as alfo their frequent, and as often aimaybe^ 
exhorting one another ^ as a medit$m to fecure them ( by the bleffing 
of the l2rd thereupon ) from a f[nrtt of Degeneracy and Apoftacy 
firooiGod^ is. clearly afierted : Whence it undeniably follows^ That 
^ the hearing of the prefent Minifteis of England ( being inconitfteot) 
with the conftant and diligient ufe of the means prelcribed for the 
furefervation of the Saints in the way of God : for whilft they are tt^ 
fending upon thetr teachings, they cannot a(femble themfelves ac« 
cording to the prefcription of God in the forementioned Scripture ) 
i< at leaft one ftep to the dreadful Cm of Apoftacy from Goi^ and there^ 
fore is it utterly unlawful for Saints fo to do. And thus far of the 1 2tb 
Argument for the proof of the aflfertion under our maintenance> 
iii«. That lis not lawful for Saints to hear the prefent Minifters of 
Engianif to which many others might be added : But we doubt not^ 
to the truly tender and bumble enquiring Chriftian, what hath been 
offered will be abundantly fufficient to fatisfiehis confciencein the 
prefent enquii y. We (hall only in the clofe ojflfer a few Queries to 
be in the fear of the Holy One,confidered by the intelligent Reader* 

* Qfior. T. Whether the Lord Jefus be not the alone Head^ ^^^gy 
and Lawgiver to his Church ? 

>' ±. Whether the Laws^Statmesfirders and Ordnances of Chrift, be 
not faithfiiUy to be kepr, though all the Princes in the world (hould 
tnterdi6i and forbid it ? 

-^. Whether to introduce other Laws for the Government of the 
Church of Chrift and the Worfliip of his Houfe, be not an high ad- . 
vinc^agataft, and iattufion into bis ICinglkif and Headfhif ? 

L a 4. .Whether 



• ^ * 



t »4 J 
4. Wbetiier (be Lord Jcfus as King and Mesd cvtt his Cbiiircb, 

hath not inftinited Tuflicient Officers and Offices for the ^-' *^ 



tion of Holy Things in his Houfe, to whom no more can be added 
without a defperate undervaluation and contempt of his AVifdomc, 
Headfiiip an# Soveraienty ever it ? 

f. Wnether the Officers inftituted by Chrift, are not onclj Pafi^rs^ 
T'eachns^ Elders^ 7>mcms and Hilftrs f 

6. Whether the Offices of jirch-BiJhcfs^ L$rJUBi{hpfs^BeMns^ Smk^ 
W>fdns^ Prtbcndariis^ ChmieellarSy Priifisy Dcocoms^ ( as an order of the 
firft'ftep to a Priefthood ) Arch^Di^cons^ SiUf^-DuuMs^ Cammjfmes^ 
OfficidlSj ProUvrSy %tgiftcrsy j4ffaritors, ParfonSj ytc^ars^ Cmrms, C^- 
M$ftSy Pmj^Canpnfy GffipellerSy EfiftaBers^ CbauftterSy f^irgers^ Orgm^ 
PUjiTSy Qfferifiersy be Offices any where inftituted by the Lord Jc» 
' fus in the Scripture ?. 

7. Whether the calling andadmiffion into thefe laft mentioned 
Offices, their jidminiftration, and maintenance now had, and re- 
ceived in Englndi^ be according to the Word of God ? 

8. Whether every true vifibk particular Church of Chrift, be not 
M fileU C9mf4my vf Pe^lty piled and feparated from the world and 
Falfe Worftiip thereof, by the Spirit and Word of God, and joyned 
together in the Fellowihip of the Gofpel, by their own free and vo^ 
kmtary confent^ giving up themfeWes to Cbrift and one another ac« 
cording to the Will of God ? 

p. Whether a company of People living in a Parifh ( though the 
moftof thembeviiible Drunkards, Swearers, &c. or at leaft ftrangers 
1:0 the work of regeneration upon their fouls) coming (by compulfion 
. or otherwife ) to the hearing of Publick Prayers or Preaching, are in 
the Scripture account Saints, and a Church of Chrift according to 
the Pattern- given forth by him: Or rather, be not to be efteemed 
Daughters 0/ the eld Where and BaM^ fpokon of in the Scriptures ? 

10. Whether in fuch a Church there is, or can rationally be fup- 
pofed to be,a true Miniftry of the inflitution of Chrift } 

I.I, Whether tbet Book of Commen-Prajer^ or &\nttA LpUrgUs^ 
be of the piefcription of Chrift, and not of mans devi&ig and ii^ 
vention ? 

13. Whether if one part of a Worship ufed by a People, be pol- 
iutedj the whole of their Wor(hip be not to be looked upon, in it 
Scripture account, m foBmti a^d. dkemimAlc^ according to x Kin^ 
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x8:2i. zKIng. 17. i$. lfM.64. 5. H*/. 4. xy. £*dt 4^ 8. Ztf^^ 
i«; ? fo that it tbeic Prayers be niught ami poUa ted, their Preaching 
be Qot fo too, 

13. Whether a MiDiftiy fet up In dlreft oppofition unto a Mini- 
AryofChrift, which rifeth upon its fall, and falls by its rife, can by 
fuch as fo account of it be lawfully joyned unto ? 

14* Whether fnch as have forfwom a Covenant Reformation a^<: 
cording to the Word of God, and fwear to a Worship that is meeily 
of humane deviiing, that have nothing of the efl'entiais of aMiniftry. 
of Chrift to be found upon them, may be accounted of as his Mini? 
fters, and be adhered toi 

15 . Whether fuch as ihall fo do, be not guilty of cafilng cdntemft 
difonthtlnjUtutions ofChrifiy 4ni iifobiiiena agawfl hi6 Rojd EJU&s^ 
commanding them ^^ fffarate from fir fens of ficha comfUdion i To 
which many others of the like nature might be added. 

C H A P. X. 

Arguments for the Urffulne^ of hearing the frefent Minifiers ^/England; 
I. From the fufpofed Precept of Cbrift^Mzt.2j.ir( whether theScriies 
4nd,Pharifceiy}Azt. 23. i. were Msgi^r^esor Minifiers ^iehated : If 
Minifiers y that their Office and CMngwae lawful^ proved. That 
Chrifi neither commands nor permits his Dlfclples to hear them^proved^^ 
2.. From the praSlce of Chrifi and his Apofiles. 3 . From Phil . i . i y» 
^. From their preaching truth, y. From judat his peaching. 6. 
From their being goed men. • 7^ From the prance of Learned and, 
. Coed men informer dayesy and now. 8. From the Maglftraies com^ 
mand. 9. From the pretended Plea of their being true Minifiers be^ 
caufe they convert fouls m xo. From perfons not l(9§owlng whither to go 
to hear :' Fully anfwered. ' 

HAvin* hitherto been upon the confirmation of the Truth affer<- 
ted by us, viz,. That *t\$ not lawful for Saints to hear the pre«^ 
fent Minifters of Enj^andy we come now to confider, what is in this. 
matter objefted by our dififenting Brethren. This is that they fay, 

Objeft^i. 
(^riSt commands (or at leafi permits) his Dlfeipiei to hear the Scribes 
andPharifees (whoweremenas corru^ in their DoSrine^ as vitlo^^fso^. 
their lives^at the prefent Minifiers of tnpland can befuppofed tobej Mat^ 
^3. 1,2. Therefore it is lawful t$ heartbefe. Anfw^ 
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A^v^. This bsiog the maia Ohje^on ufed by cm diflraring Br6. 
threnin this day ( as it vris by others in times paft) their very Achil- 
les in this controverfie, wc (hali fpeak the more largely to it : Many 
things are fuppofed by the Obje&ors,and taken for granted (and ofu(t 
be fo by all that judge any weight to be in what is from this fuppofed 
command of Chrift argued ) which they will never be able to prove ; 
and yet are the very ksfis upon which the Arefs of the Objedion lies. 

As I. *Tis fuppofed that the Scrlhu and PhMrifas here fpokeiy 
of I were in the Minifterial Sear, 7>4cib<rj and €xpQ$$ftders ^ths Law, 
which at fiift veiw feems to be a dilSicult task for any to demonftrate. 
That fome of the Serihs and Pharifces (which were particular &:£kf 
among the J#ir/, as is known ) were fo, cannot be denied ; that tbefe 
h^re mentioned by our Saviour are fuch> is not fo evident^ Tbey 
are exprefly faid t^ ft in M9ffs Seat (not Aaarons) who though he were 
of the Tribe of Lm, yet was not the Minifterial, but Magiftraricaf 
Seat committed unco him. To the Pofterity oit/faron did the Office 
of Priefthood appertain ( as is known to all that have but in the leafl 
turned afide to confider of this affair) nor is it altogether fiivolout ^^ 
that is by fome obfer ved, That theft Strikes and Pbarifees art eiftcially 
cbargfi with the tmijptn $f Judgment and Mercy \ things Oloft nearly 
relating unto the Office of Magtftracy, to whom it doth efpecialjy 
appertain to look thereunto. Now will it in the loaft follow. That 
fuppoftng Chrift enjoyned bis Difciples to attend upon the Scribes 
and Pharifees^t£An^ as Magiftrates,and conform to what is juftly and 
righteoufly prefcribed by them as fuch : That therefore it's lawful to 
4ttend upon the prefent Miniftrrs oi England. But let this be gran* 
ted J Suppofe, 

2. Tbe Scribes and Pbarlftes to be the Preachers and Expounders 
of the Law in that day, the Seat mentioned, to be a Minifterial Sett; 
yet this will not at all help them in the Matter in controverfie, cx« 
cept it be granted to them, that tbe Scribes and Vbariftts were 
not a lawful, but a falfe Miniftry,that had furreptitioufly climbed up. 
into this Minillerial Seat ( for who fees not tbe invalidity and no- 
tbingnefs of this Argument, Twas lawful to hear the Scribes and 
Pbarifees which were the lawful Church-Officcrs of that day, of the 
appointment of the Lord, acting by vertue of an Authority derived 
froaihim; Therefore -*tis lawful to bear perfons that have not any 
fuch Authority from Chrift, but are meer Intrniders and Minifterr 

of 
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of Afltichrift) (trtfat prefent Mioifters of €ngUni have b^en proved 
to be.) NofV this upon that fuppo(ition,thait <hey were il/inifters,we 
cannot ycild) for tbefe ReafoM. i. The *Pi!wn/irf ire exprefly faid 
tobe Priefismi Livits^ John i, ip. (and this if the record of J^^^ 
tirhen the J/n^j lent i^n^r and Ltvits from J^rmftkUmy to ask him^ 
Wh9 4nthm^ ver. 24. Ani^htjthmwtnfM^incf thePharifeis) 
which were the ordinary lawful Mnifter^ ^f that day • 2, Tbefe of 
all others were moft apt to que()ion the Authority of fuch.as taught 
the People: So when J4)n appeais Preaching and Baptiz\ng,and pro^ 
felTes to them^that hi wm hh the ChrlflyXxoiElUi^noi Pr$fhtt (who wat 
expefted by the People of the J>«'/)thcy immediatly quertion his Au-* 
thoricy, Jvibii i.iy. fVhy hftiJijeft th^u then ? which they could not 
be fuppofed to have the face to do, if they thetnfelves, of all other;^ 
had been the greateft Inrrudcrs. Nay, j*. When they queftion Chrift 
bifnfelf about his Authority, he asks not them,Fro(n whence they had 
theirs (which doubtleCs upon that occasion, he would have done, had 
they not been lawfully feated in the Seat they didpoiTefs) but front 
whence J^hn had his, who was efteemed as a Prophet. 4, We have 
the Lord Jefu^ many times crying out above all others, againft the 
-PA4ri/f#/, condemning them of Pride, Hypoaifie, Avarice, &c. but 
not the leaft tittle of the ufurpation of i1ii?/Jrr-feat, is by him charged' 
upon them,or in the leafl intimated, which doubclefs would have been 
had they been guilty thereof. But let this alfo be panted >that we may 
hear this Argument fpeakits uttertnofti The Serihs^d Pharifees fit . 
inM^ftifeutr^ thisSeatisai^^inirterialSett, and they fit not here by 
virtue of any lawful Authority,but are fneer intruders i what follows' 
from hence ? why chis> if it Were lawfut to hear the Scribes and Pha- 
lifees, perfons vitious in their lives, corrupt in their doftrinc,having, 
no hwfulcall to the place they poCfeiTed : then 4t undeniably follows,; 
that it's lawful to^hear the prefent ^initters of Engkmi^ though they; 
teave no lawful Authority 61 Call to theOOiee they affume. It muft ic 
feemsjthen J dly, be granted, that when Ghriftfayes, ivhat theyfajf 
nnt9joHydo^ he is to be interpreted, lo^ommand^ or at leaft, to prrWr 
ah attendance upon their i*finiftry. Rut this is that we deny, and- 
dare confidently aver. That ftnever entered into the heart of Chrift 
to permit, ntach lefs to corfvtaltM any to attend upon the y*/iniftry of 
the Scribes and Phmftts :\iat\^ any fuch thing in the Ifiaft iniiP- 
outed in the words under confideracion. For fir ft, the Words* are in* 



the origlnalyC^R /' }Am4%»{ it^J^f$L$ iNiK/^y 01 XffA«Tt7ip,ig m fMteJ^ti 
Wr7« br Sfrx 4f iiTw^r vfn^i&c. which inay more ttndly be renderedt 
/ifrtf Scribes &Pharifees hMVefat inl^iofi^ Ch^ir^ things tbenfore what'- 
loever they havefaid nntoym^&c. (i.e« whatever in ttrngsfufi^ yen have 
heard delivered by tbefe ween^ dccerd$n£ t§ the mind ofGed^ do jem net-m^ 
rejeS becanfe of t hoe ajfeerijie^ Pridey Ceveteeufnefi^ &e. jm are madt 
tefee is predominant in them. Let the words be as they are rendered, 
whatever they hid you okferve and do^ that obferve and do. Yet 2ly> who 
that hath but half an eye can chufe but fee, that an attendance upon 
theif Miniftiy is remote enough from being their, intendment ? We 
bad alwayes thought, that they might have been fufficiently acquain- 
ted with, and been in a<:apacityof hearing and knowing what bad 
been faid by thefe men through their particular occafional meeting 
and difcourfe with them, though they had never fpent one hour in at- 
tending upon their Minillry. Which that our Saviour did not enjoynj 
no nor fo much as permit by that expreflion^we fuppofe may be cleer.. 
ly demonftrated from the eofuing conHderations. 

a. There are pot a generation of men of whom the Lord Jefus 
doth fpeak more contemptuoufly ( and charges with greater enormi- 
ties ) than he doth of that generation of Scribes and Pbarlfees. In 
this veiy chapter he enforms us of their Hypocrifie, ^^.5,23,2^,27, 
28,^9. tnd Pridoy vtr 6^7. and tells us plainly that they {hump the 
Kingdome of Heaven againfi men, neither entering in tbemfelves^ nor 
fnfftring thoftthat are entrin^^ to go in^ ver. 1 3 . That they makf their 
Profelytes twofold more the children of Hell than themf elves y v. ij*. that 
they are blind Guides yWti. i6y 19,24,2^. perverters of the Scripture^ 
fuch 06 mah void the Commandments of^od by their Traditions^vct.xd^ 
17,18. that they are Serpents ^ a generation of Vipers^ that cannot efcapo 
the damnation of HeU^ ver. 33. yea^ fuch as fhaJt kiiy crucifie^ fcourgt^ 
perfecute the Mejengersofthe Lord^ ver. 34. And can if be imagined, 
that Cbrift ihould have no more f endernefs to poor (ouls, than to di- 
ledt the:m to an attendance upon fuch perfons as thefe for teach- 
ings t Credat JpeUes I Are thefe likel y motives to perfwade, 

or enforce any thereunto ? Yet this is what he immediatly fubjoyns, 
having faid, whatever they bidyou obfervfi^that obferve and do. 

2. The DcxStincs owned by tbem>r^ppvvn : The Tejfera of their 
Sb&<^) WIS,' Juftlfication by the works ofthe'LaWffrhicit is diameaicaily 
cppotit toihe work Chrift was then upon/and the Do^^rine preached 
by him. .3. TThat 
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i. Tbatthey denied Chrift to be the A/^^^ bUrpiiem 
bis DoAiiiift(as the deceiver of the people) In bis Life (as a Wine* 
bibber^ glutonous peirfon) in )Ai K^lacle^s 6ae (bit mougbt cbem^ 
by tbe IHvi^ivho are ther efoit "condemned by Cbrift,- ts guilty of tbe , 
vety fin of Blafphemy againft tbe Holy Ghoft, Mat. 12. 31.) is* 
known, as being what is frequently remarked in tbe Scripture. 

4. We no where find the Dtfciples attending upon the Miniftry of 
tbe Serihs ind PhmfeeSy notwithlianding this iuppoTed command or 
permiffionofChrifi. Nay, 

: f. Wecannotbuc think the fuppoiicion hereof, not onely incon- > 
(ifiant with, and oppoiice to that expreifion concerning Chrift, M^r^ 
(^.34. Ani Jefus when he [aw nmch Peofle wm moved with comfajfion tih^ 
Wdrds themy becaufe they were, as Sheef not having a Shepherd ( what ? 
without a Shepherd, and yet the Scrthes and Phmfees^ whofe feeding 
they migtit UwfuUy attend upon^ doth Chrift pitty tbemin this de^- 
ftitute ftate, and not give them one word of direction to wait upon 
tbefe profound and worthy DD£):ors ?) but aifo contrary to that folemn 
command given forth from the Lord, Alls 2. 40. Save your [elves 
from this unteward generation ; and the prance of the Difciples> wh$ 
continued in the Afoftles DoSlriue and FeUowfiif^ and breaking of Bread 
and Prayer J ti&S7..^%. 

. 6, Were that the intendment of Chrift, as is fuggefted(and the 
Argument ufed by our Brethren valid) a lawfulnefs to hear the verieft 
Blafphemer in the world, that denies that Chrift is the Mefftah^ af- 
firms that he was a Deluder of the feople^z glmtonom perfon^z winebiber; 
one that did Miracles by Beelzebub the Prince of Devils j that perfecutei 
oven tp death Chrift In his People> might by a like parity of. Reafon 
be deduced. Chrift commanded> or at leaft permitted, his Difciples 
to hear the Pbarifees who were fuch ( as hath been proved ) therefore 
*cis lawful to hear perfons with the fame chara^ers upon them. But 
Cod forbid any flicn injurious dealing ihould be offered to Chrift, oc 
that any who pretend to fear God (and I hope do fo in reality) fliould 
ftandbyacaufe'wbichhathnobetter Arguments 10 defend it, than 
what may be as righteoufly every way made ufe of for the attending 
upon the Miniftry of the greateft Blafphemer or Oppofer of Chrift in 
the world. Evident then it is,notwi|hftanding.the great ftouri(h that 
ihany make mx)^ tbis.Scripture, for the abetting of their attendance 
upoo th; preiignt Miniftersof £^/W, that it* refufes to admit the 
. r M Icatt 



a.}, x,^. lAaty Cm Pttgbi vwi koQW Im H^ixRwtM^ vocMloifttK; if 
*Miwit«tm tlw)vvsi:<^Ml^tl) \hp^ fW>v4d» bwfoUyfo ;Ckttftftyct 

it. Th^i^Qie *ci( U\i«rvl c^ atc<nd v^o tba /^mttcff of E^tmi^ 
whotc \mM c^lv^ tQ tkivi O$c«c«iuiotbf provedi yea, tbougb 
tKe(^ ii9 nM ^ kili iotim^uon of i^ Command bun ChrtA, ai fo 
much vit pcimii^w tp .hi« ^foploi^tQbear iIm^ ^/^«f is,?bmii[m^ 

— ;Vif^4; et trlc^ficUldJ If this be to difputc»a HUB MCid OQt &ir imt t% 
be tbte to QwAtiply AifgMiQRtft « m q^io t^te* fox w^ntomf ht btth 
a.iu»d to. uadciukf: th« de^cQ of i y^c tbit i$ fuppoCcd by auay tc^ 
b« of ibiQ^gf<ai«ftixKuiiiiatm 

We anC^Kor, 6r0; That aU ibat CbaiA and the Apofttai did» i* 
noi iaw6)A foi Svoxs to pc a&ir«^ ^ill eot h9 denied :( a«iy iiMff aiict« 
u^ Be«c a« hand foi i%co«yg^ioi»tkii>(l(K>uld it fen bt^ 2u That 'moim 
tbiB^ tq^gaiMi^ ibt Syoagc^ue^^ aad aj»oiber ehins taga tbitbci ta 
attend upon the i^iniftry of fuch as taught tbciQ' ; tMtia tbft pBeTom: 
cAi^y which tba.(CbtiJ{loc^eAfofttetevo(d^ canMt h% proved. 
^. They mw ttutben tiaoppofe theao iib a^d coafute tbeif Ifmovai-^ 
tioni aoid Txadiuona \fk tb^ Y Voi(bio of Godtio take an oppoitumty 
to leacb andini^iia the PtopU m ^ Way aad VViU : Wbicb 
«ibeo.any- h^y^^a f{«»t io doi. mdaie £aiisficd that they are tfaertuB^ 
tftcaliod.by ihf^ Loidi io lefp^^of chie pceTeai A^taifieriraftd VVovs. 

ikip of Bngi^ii^ veflulk bef<%£a)c&omceQdcmm(^tbetttheitiiv 
that \arft (ball Meft Qodfei ihcin:^ Bitt this is^noa tot the puipofe is 
hMd : . thA atkieodance of wi Bxtitbcen upoo. the MimOry (^EftfUt$d 
ie quite ano^iier tluog« tliat Kquixeftotbec Atgmseemefai itefup{K>a|, 
tbai»> m lH^se::hitheito a>jM mtliu 

Objea. J. 

om «/ 4<w» Phil. 1. 1 y> x$- Ta lebicfek w icfty; 

t« There may be cavfe of rejoyciog ift lefpeA o£ the ii&etmd^ 
«eAt o£ tbiog«> by the vife E^/miid^c^oC Cie4K tfaottgh. the mcguni 



nifedi for tkeir pi^<dhiftkm be <vil ; md Mt to be ihM^ #r coniplfad 
ifnrh : Ih what have GbiiiUaQS gretcercuife of rqoydtig than in the 
death of Ghrift ? Yechadlcbci8ii«cterly tiniinrfuito have|oyn*4 in 
counfel With, or any wafe^ abttttd^r encouraged thofe wicked f>efv 
font that crucified and (Itw hifti. -Should the Pop6 fend roaie f^^ir/ 
into any remote pares 6f .^Aiw^'icif to preach the Gofplel to the podr 
IttiiMns there, here vfeie upon fooi^ accountt ground of reioyciiig,yec 
no ground for Saints to attend upon a Jfftuticai Mim^f* But ^\% 
it appears Aot| that there Piml I^aks of^ were not true GofpelrMint- 
dbci, and fo it feacbech not the cafe in hand: This being that ^ we 
have proved die Minifters of En^xni guilty of) viz,, an afting in thfe 
Hoiy Things of CSod without any CosuniiTion from Cfaf tft| Which 
when oat DllTenting^Brethren prove they have^ we (hall eafily ac- 
luiowiedge the lawfuinefs of attending upon their Minifiry. J iy^ It 
folfows not in the leaft, that thefe the Apoftle {\>eaks of^ were either 
notreal Saims, or not true ilfinifters of Chrift, becaufe they are faid 
10 freucb himiM cftnvf ; the objcft whereof wasnot Chrift ; ( for 
had they envied hkn^they would never have preach'd him) but Pm?^ 
Ubinhing^ fay^ he, H iidd gffiiBhn tw mj ignds) whidi is conhftant with 
Orace» and a lawful AfiiTioo ta the preaching of the GofpeU Yet^ 
4thly9 if ere is not in this Saipture the ia^ t^ord requiring Chnfii^ 
ms to Iiear them. That becaufe Pm/ rejoyces at their preachings 
thettfort *(ifl the duty of Saints to attend upon their Minifirf^ is fudi 
} N^^ip^ittrts will never be fftade good. 

Objea. 4. 
Thi ACnifhrs af England frtsKh Trmh] Mi m it nH lai^fnl to beat 
Trmh$reMeM f We anftfer, 

. i« That 'tis lawful to hear Truth preached is readily granted : but 
this fiauft be done lawfully, and in. the way of Chrift^s Appointment. 
2ly. All. that preach Truth are not to be heaid,nor v^ill our diffenting 
Brethren fay tbey are. For, i. There was never yet any Heretical 
Preteher in the worldi but he preached fome Truth ; is it lawful to 
heai fuch ? this wilt not be faid. 2. The Devil himfelf preached 
Truths yet Chrift forbids him, and commands that he hold his peace. 
J. The Popi(hPriefts preach Thith; yet who will fay 'tis lawful to 
attend upon their Miniftry ? But» 3dly, As the prefcnt Minifters of 
€^UMl^ctchtr\xtb^ So, x« They preach it but by halves, and dare 
aotforlfearof tb<L»Bi(hops Inhibition, preach any doftrine,though 

iM a never • 



never fo diix\j leVeafed in the Scnpturef,tnd owned by them at the 
Truth of Chrift^he commands them not to meddle with. 2. The main 
Truths they preach ( at leaft many of them) are contradifted in their 
pra£iice. They'l tell you that tne Lord Tefus is the great Prophet^ 
and King of his Church; but how palpably this is comradided by 
them in their praAice, conformingto Inftitutions and Laws that arc 
not of his prcfcription, who fees not ? . This we have already abuiv- 
dantly democftrated. 3. With the Truth they preach/tbey mingit 
many Errors, diredly contrary to the Scripture, and the Revelition 
Chrift hath made of his Will therein^ InOances of this kind have 
been already exhibited, to which oiay be added many more : we ftiall 
mention but a few, x. That the Minifiry, Worship and Government 
which ChriR hath appointed to his Church, is not to be received or 
joyned unto, linlefs the Magiftrates (Where they are reputed Cbrifii* 
an) do allow it. ±. That the Apocryphal books which have in them 
Errors (2 il/if/. 12.44,45. & 1441,42. Ecclef.^6.zo.fylfd.ip.ii.) 
Untruths(2£/^.i4.2i,22, 23. 2/fcfrfrr.2;4.-8. Ti^^.f^ 11,12,13, 
Withi2.i5r. Jui/iVAS.jj. & lo.p, with -r. 12. ;& 11.5,12,-13,14:^ 
ly. 1 Ad4c.9*3^^^* mtiizMaci.ti toty. &.p. i,y,7,9j2B,2p*) 
Blafphamy (Ti/f.i2.i2,iy.with Rof9K9.^^. aTVii.2.y. Rev.9.^^4,.) 
Magick (Tobit ^.<J,7,8. & 9,2,3; with 5.7,8, fc 11.10,11,13^ with 

2. p,io.) and contradidion to the Canonical Scriptures, (Judith p« 
3^,3,4. compared with Cen. 49. y,(^,7. Efibcr in the jifocryph4jCh^>^ 
12. y, tci^.9,10, with £y?fr canonkal^chap. <^;3v & y.»2. £f<r/f/;^^ 
20. with Jfd. y7. 2.) maybe ufed in the Publick Woiftiip of God. 

3. That the moft wicked, and their feed, may be compelled, and 
received to be members of the Church. 4. That tji€amag&^mzj 
be forbidden at certain feafons,as in L€nt^Advent\Rogation'T»e€k,^&c^ 
5. That Bsftifmis to beadminiftredwith a Crofs w th f$rehead^ 
ind that as a fymbolical (ign. 6^ That though the moftihotori* 
f)us obftinate Offenders be partakers of the Lcn-d's Supper^' yet the 
people that joyn with ihem are not defiled thereby. 7. That there 
may be Holy-dayes appointed to the Virgin Marjf^John Baptifly to tbc 
tApoJUcSj AH Saints and tAngtls ^ together alfo with Falts en their 
Eves, om EmbtT'iajfs^FridajcSySatHrdajes ( fo called heatheniflily 
enough) and Lent. 8. That the Cepc^ Surflice^ '^ifp^^^ Rockfi^drc. 
are meet arid decent Ornaments for the Worihipof God tn^Miniftrf 
of theGofpel. p.. That the ^tkoi Common^PrMj^ is the true 

Wprftiip; 
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Worftiipof God. : lo, ThitClnrlfiiefc€ffdeiintoH^a(uiSChtiR 
dcfccnded into the place of the Damned^ as the Papifis hold. . 
1 1. That Lord Bifhofs can give the Holy-Ghoft, and power to forgive 
and retain Sins. 12. That J/tars^ CdniUs^ OrgAns^ &c^ arc nC'- 
«ffary and ufcful in the Church of God. 13, That all Chil- 
dren f when baptized are regenerate^ and 

received by the Lord for his own Children . f Common^ PrajfrBook^ 
by Adoption. Yea, 14. That Children of PHblUI^Bupifm. 
being baptized, have all things necefTary 

for their Salvation, and (hall undoubtedly be favcd. So they pro^ 
fcfs in the Order of Confiimation in the Common-Prayer- fiook • 
with much more that might be offered in this matter. 

Objeft. y. 
' Juda* freacbeiy though a mcksi man • 4nd no doftk 'twas ia^fn/^ joa 
the duty of Saints to hear him. 

To this^wcfay, 
No doubt but it wasfo. Hixtyi. Jndoi was not a vifible wicked man 
at the time of his preaching , bu t fo cioTe an Hypocrite^ that be waft 
not known to be fo, no not to the Difciplcs : But fome.of the prefcnt 
tJMiniftirs of England are vifibly wicked and prophane. 

2. J^rf^ was chofcn, and called by Chrifttobe an Apoftle, com- 
miiltonared by him to preach : but the prefent UyCinlfters of England 
are not fo^ as hatbbsen proved . So that this is not at all to the bui. 
fi.icCs in hand. 

Objea. <J. ,, 

But there arefoms good men amongJt them^ and fueh as belong to God^ 
ma/yp e not hear good men ? To which biieEy .. 

Anfv^er. 

1. That there are fome amongft the. prefent Preachers of this^ 
day, that arc good men, we (hall not ftand to deny.- Yet, 

2. We crave leave to fay^ T^at they are all of them fuch as^are 
fadly polluted and deBledby their Complyance, inrefpe£bof their 
^ZTi^\no\nx)[it Minifipj Anttcbrifliany v^ofe teachings Saini is have 
no warrant to attend upon . 

3. The greater hopes we have of ih:ir goodncfs> the more cautc- 
lous (hould we be of encouraging them in a falfe way ; that they b]^ 
our relinqui(hment of them, and feparating from them (after we 
have difcbargedall otfaftr duties we aufatisfied are incumbent up-^ 



«i lit to f3cd[omito«rttdf tbttu) ifity come to Tee theiir fin, tftpeht; 
and do tbdr fiift m>ti»» tfatt God atd we mty agiin tecti^e dKili. 

4. Yet che goodneff of anf , as to the aiain^ is oo «f if i iAt for mf 
to boid commanioo with theoii bt atiend upon tbeilr teachings ; 
There ace Brethren that walk difordeily, whom *tia the daty of Saintg 
to feparate from : that the very bett of the Minifters of Eftgtamldo 
. TO) will not be denied^ . The Inceftuous perfon, i Cvr. f . was» u to 
the main^ for ought I know^ a ^ood man ; yet were not the Saints at 
Cwintb to boid communion With him, till upon his repentance he 
^f?3S ^lin received, 2C«r«2.6, 

f. 'Tis utterly unlawful to commufuoHe mth a devifed Miniftry^ 
lipon what pretext fotver^ 

6. So is it for any to partake in other mens (ins (as hath been pro- 
ved): but every ururped'Mimitiy is the (in of hiin (though wver fo 
holy a perfon) that exercifeth it. 

Objeft. 7. 

^90form t$ fhi Ortm$niet a/ tbe^ Chmth ^f England J hdvc in d^yn 
^afi ( mii 4$ nwf ) ht^r thi frtfent Mimfitrs thertcf. 

To Which we anf wer^ 

1. That the greaceft Scholars, and moft accomplUIied fot humane 
Wifdom^ Parts, yea viHUt Holinefs, have not been alwayel om 
the Lords itde, following him in paths of his own appotntment • 
but many times have been found the greateft Perfecutors and Oppo« 
fersofChrift; the moft ftupendoufly ignorant of the Will of God 
in refpecl of the Trutb,and Work of their Generation, of any per fons 
iri the world : Witneffthe Smhs and Pharifees^ the Learned lUAm 
JfieSy and Profound Dollars of that day, with what virulency did 
they oppofe Chrift and the OoNflrine of the Goipei preached by 
him? • . ■ -^ 

' zl That piittbns of as great ffolinefs, and renown for Leafning» 
and all manner of Accomplifhments,as ItttncdAinfwvih^C^tMi^c:^ 
have been and are of the fame apprebenfibn with US in this matter : 
Not to mention the Reformed Churches, who generally fenoufice 
the Miniliry of the Chufch of Engl^^ not admitting tny.by ver-^ 
tue of it to the chirge of fouls ( as they fpeak.) 

Birr I. To the Ldv^nfti t& th$. Teftifmnj^ Ila. 8; so. {f they fpeak 
not according to this Rule, though Angels for knowledge and hoU« 

nef?. 



neft, tfaeyartnotto be receii^4it or headed: One nori f§om tji» 
Lord it oC m^ac wiight to hetm made tiufy tsnctcrv tban the £x^ 
ample of an hundred PiofefloFf can be -^ *m pofTibte tbefe may crie 
be yts and 4Nf> ; but fa cannot thit Tiutb of God>wIiicb it alif ayes the 
£9ine, and vihU abide fof Of ever« 

4. The ApoAke batb long fince ^termincd tint cafe, x C$t. s 1. 1 . 
Bijtfptm^s of wfiMlann^t^ Chrift r So far at Sainit follow CbnA>^ 
I may and ought tafollove tb€m> but no futcher ; $0 that the Learn- 
ing, Partti oi Holtnefiof any that attend upon the prefent Miniftert 
of EjigUndj is nomeauant for ittcfo to do • nor mil ever be a fattf- 
fa(S^oiy anfwer to that enquiry, fffk^hatk pcq^ped th^t tMngs atjotir 
hands f 

Objeft. 8. 
. J|W the M^iflrnti cmmMnis m^ Mni 9Hgbt wt n^t t<^ okt^ Miffi* 
firdtesf 

r. Jhat Nfigiftrater have no^povver to command in matters of 
ii^itHted Woidiipi where Chiirt iriitent,. or to govern in htf 
Church, is aflfirmcd by many.. 

2. Tne Commandt of MagiFl'rmts^ when contrary to the Will and 
Way of Chf ift^ai e not to be fubje^d to« This cafe is l6ng (ince fta- 
ted and'vefotved by the Apoftle ( AAs 4. i5>, ao. and f. 2p. ) and 
Spiiit of the Loid, breathing long before m\n% lenouned WitnefTes,. 
2Xiw* 3, i<J> 17. and 6. to. rK>t it it denied by any that are fober»> 
or juditiout. Whether the bearing of the prefent Minifters of £»f- 
land be COB wary torho W^rd of God, the Will apd .Way of Chritt, 
v«e leave, from \¥bai hath been ofi^red, to the contideraee Reader 
to judge; And (haU onely addc what was long 
(ince aflfer ted by AngHfilnt^ in this matter,., who e/Afg*^. dt Vm^K- 
was herein futly of the fame mind mth us * SeJt Tkmmi, Serm. 6^ 

§ffeniM Adaj^em^ & mif offindes D^fim. ^ii tmm ximv» nt- ffcndrnf 
M^jo^em f l^ijdi n^ fm'jM maj^ Jk ijh ^piem timti ofeftdere. Mdjo^ 
rem eerte mli ofenmn^---^ ^nk efi^ intmifS' Afaj^r $0 tf^ime gemnt ?-= 
^miUf^mTeipfH9»cm4vipf — fu emmr^fif^p Pot^fiatiy^iwduui^^ 
tlonl rcfijiit : fed quid Ji iUnd jnbeat qngd wn debts fmtre^f -— tHfwnh* 
fofieflatem iffos humMnarum rernm gntdmadi/ertite : fi altMld jufferip: 

' Mtiqu0^ 



mi^ue conternnii fitt^atem^ fed eligis liiMm ftrvire, me bine dehf 
Mtnor irafciy fi Major frdlatd eft. TRjerfum fi atiquid iffe VreeoftffU 
jnhenty & aliud juhse Imferatar^ nMmquH dniritiunr in lUe eomemftm^ 
W efeferviendnmi Erg9 ji^^lind Imfersuer^ & aliud Dhu^ qieii^n^ 
dieatuf fdlve mbmum^ eftmiiri inebfequi^^ nSe! SedrnMinldeUo^ 
in Idolio frohibet ^ quis frohibet t Msjor Potefids. Da venUm ! $u cun* 
cerumj tile frehenndm mifuunr. He tells us plainly that fuch as fear 
to ofFend tb*ir Supeiiours, ihould much more feai to offend God, 
who is greater than all. The Emperours and Monafchs of the 
World threaten us with a Prifon if we difobey them ; the LORD 
threatens us with Hell, upon our difobedience of Him. 

Objcft. p. 
But the LMiniftivs of England are trfic Goffel-Minijlers^ for tbej 
cQHV&t fenls ; which the Afofile makfs tlh Seal of bis M$mfiry or jSfjo* 
filefl?if : Therefore it u lawful to hear them. 

To this we fay, 
. That the Minifters of England are true Gofpel-Minifters, is abfo* 
lutely denied by us ; what is offered in this Objection, proves no* 
thing. 

1. Pjm/ makes not the Converfion of the Church of Cm«r&,nng- 
ly, a iufficient Demonftration, or convincing Argument of his Apo- 
ftle(hip ; he only ufetb it, as what was moft likely to win', and work 
upon tbeir affections, who upon other accounts could not but know 
that he was an Apoftle of the Lord Jefus. 

2. Converfion of fouls is no Argument, either of a lawful Call 
to an Apoftle(hip, or Miniftry of Chrift : For, i. Many have con« 
verted fouls, that were not ApDfiles, as ordinary Minifters. 2, The 
Lord hath ufed private Brethren, Women, yea» fotne remarkable 
Providences, as inftruments in his hand for the converfion of ma- 
ny fouls ; yet who will fay that private Brethren, Women, or Pi- 
vine Providences are Apoftles or Minifters of the Lord Jefus. But 
3dly, (hould it be granted, that Converfion of Souls is ari Ar<ni. . 
ment of a lawful Miniftry, where are the Churches, nay where are 
the particular perfons converted by them ? we have not heard of - 
any, nor will it be an ealie task for the QbjeAors to produce in- 
ftances in this matter* 

Objcft. 10. 
^Ht onr Miniflers are removed^ and we i^m not where to go tohe^^-* . 
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mMf$tffkM mfUm hmmUUf w$ ^^tOMtfil fffM ihilUri^sd4f^ . 

Anfwgt. 

- Toivbfcb fft lirould bumbly offer a few tinng^i 

1. That tbou^b we are not againft any OnHnao'ce of Jefui Chtifty* 
yetweaie afraid chat cboTe pooi fouli , that know not how to fpend 
ebe Lord*f day without hearing, do too much idolize that Ordinance 
^God, and never knew what it waa to fpend that day with btou 

2, You need not fie at home ; if you are enquiring after God^and 
^ommuniott with hia People^ you may foon hear of ibtne one ot o* 
tfaer of the Affembliei of the SatntSy whither you oaay repair » 
wait upon che Lord with tbetn. 

^. But thifdty. Were it^ ordtould it be otherwife ; Yet better 
be idle, tban do worfe ; better do nothing, than fin againft God, en- 
courage othera in their evil deeda» pollute and wound thy own foul^< 
grieve the Sunta, Aumble and harden the wicked^ |nd caufe tbem 
to blafpheme Go<)} his Mane, San6bary, and fuch as dwell the»e*) 
in. But, * ^ 

4. There is no neceflity of being idle ; If thou kndWeft not where 
to bear 00 that day, haft thou no work to do fa ve that ? t , Art furo 
that God, and ChiiB| and Eternal Glory are thy portion and inherr- 
tance ? Thou walkeft in the Light o{ Aflurance, or thou doft not ? i£ i 
tbott doft, is one day in feven too much to fpend in the folemn ad« 
miration of Giace, that ever fo vile a crciature as thou, (hould be , 
accounted worthy of fuch unexpreflible kindnefs and glory t what, ' 
O what will Eternity be then ? If thou' doft not, are not thefe wor- : 
thy of thy utmoft diligence to get Aflitrance of f What, ftand idle^ 
tfld an Intereft in God, Chrift, and Eternal Glory to make fare oft ! 
2« Art thou foAciently acquainted with tbine own heart ? doft know 
fo much of thy felf as thou needeft to know ? or judgeft thou thia( tm'' 
be a wofk that requires not tbv utmoft diligence and attendance? : 
3 . Haft thou no iui to be mortined, no want to be fupplied, no grace 
to be quipkned and ftrengthned in thee ? 4. Haft tboa as mu£k> 
communion with God u thou deiireft ? haft heard as often ftom^; 
him by the teachings of the Spirit ( the incomparably and infinitely i 
beft Teacher ) as thou doft wifti ? or doft think that God wilt not .; 
manifeft himfelf to, and teach in a corner, a poor foul that*f thereij 
waiting for him alone, becaufe there be no Ademblies of Saints be i 
luiows of, to whom be might joyn himCelf, and be dares not have 
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commumoA With Adblterers ? If thou haft not fellowship with God 
thou defirefty and teachings fiom him, (as who hath ) ftir up thy felf 
to lay hold on God, groan, and cry after him, till he hath tKouofac 
thee into his Chambers) and afforded thee richer difplayes of his 
Glory, f. Art thou altogether ready trimmed ( without more ado) 
for the Coming and Kingdom of Ghrift Jefu& 2 what (hould I men- 
tion tbofe important duties o£ reading the Scriptures, meditation on. 
them, &c. haft thou all this to do, and much more that might l^ 
added, andyetnothing to do on the Lord's day? Set about tbefe. 
things in good earneft, 8c when thou iiveft in the Light of Aflhrance^ 
without the leaft doubt or clouding , when thou art fufficiently ac- 
quuntied with thine own heart, the Will and Scriptures of the Lord ^ 
when thou haft as much communion with God in retirement as thou 
4cfireft, and teachings from his Spirit ; when thou haft no (in to be 
mortified, nor grace to be quickned and ftrengtbned ; when thou art 

Site ready for tne day of Cbrift, and needeft no further fittings , we 
all confider what may further be faid to this Obje6lion • but till 
then it cannot be pleaded, when fouls have all this work to do, that 
they muft fit at home idle, if they go not to bear the Preachcis of this 
day. But thus far of the Objeftions that areby.fomemadeagainft 
die Aflertion of the ilniawfulnefs of attending upon the prefent Mi- 
niflers of Enj^Und* which are all of any moment we have yet met 
with : what of weight is in them, muft be left to the judgment of 
the Chriftian Reader to determine. 

We A\i\\ add no more but this, Thatv^i^ have fpoken our judge- 
ijoenc and conicijenci: herein, as in fincerity, in the fight of Gcxl • 
with what meeknefs, Chilian tendernefs, and fear of giving any juft 
offeiKe to the truly Confcientious, he knows. The fole of our aim 
in the whole, is, That Chr ift may be glorified in the recovery of any 
poor Lamb, that is turned afide.to the flocks of the Companions in. 
this clottdy and dark^day ; that others that have hitherto kept them-^ 
Selves from Idols might be further eftablifhed in the Will of.God,and' 
ftrengtbned to follow Chrift in his temptations, that they oiay inherit 1^ 
that Kingdom and Glory, prepared for them before the foundation ot 
the visorld : May we but in the leaft contribute, by .Divine Blcfting, 
hereuiKo, what-ever becomes of thefe Papers^ or however they be by 
•tfaersaccouoted o^ we have our end, and (hall reft fatisfied,. 
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